
GCA Alumni News 

Daniel Brade 

Daniel graduated from GCA in 2015 with A levels in philosophy and ethics, geography and 

sociology and then did his BSc in Urban Planning, Design and Management at University College 

London, where he gained a 2.1. He became a student ambassador for the college, running 

interactive tours of the Bartlett School of Planning and answering enquiries from prospective 

students. In a way, he says, this was a continuation of the work he did at GCA promoting the 

school on open days. 

As part of his degree, Daniel completed internships in local government and the private sector 

but what determined the next step in his career path was his decision to take Japanese classes 

at UCL. One of his tutors told him about a government programme offering UK graduates an 

opportunity to teach English in Japan. 

‘I taught English for two years in Tokyo and also guided students through the application 

process to overseas universities, holding workshops, cultural adaptation seminars and one-to-

one mock interviews. It was a completely different environment from what I was used to and I 

had to learn to adapt and change to be able to fit in with society. My Japanese was still very 

basic and I had to work out ways to communicate effectively.’ 

After his two years, Daniel took another change of direction, gaining a place at the London 

School of Economics (LSE) to do an MSc in Local Economic Development, which he will 

complete at the end of summer 2021. However, rather than going back into the field of urban 

planning, he is now set on a career in teaching, and has a place on a PGCE course in secondary 

geography at Oxford University. 

‘I really enjoyed teaching in Japan. My experience taught me how to take an individual rather 

than a general approach to things. Students are unique and have different experiences and 

motivations – spending time understanding students allowed me to adjust material to their 

specific needs.’ 

Daniel is grateful for the strong support teachers at GCA gave him in applying for university and 

for the extracurricular experiences the school offers. 

‘The field trips I took part in opened my eyes to different parts of the country and made me 

realise how other towns differed so much from London. This as well as my interest in urban 

geography and dynamics influenced my degree choice. Overall, I’d say GCA made me aware of 

new things in the wider world beyond the academic.’  

 

 


