


‘Pupils have the opportunity 
to take part in an inspirational 
programme of extracurricular 
activities in sport, outdoor 
pursuits and creative arts.’
Ofsted, 2019

Inspirational opportunities 
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Dear students, parents, carers and friends of Greig City Academy,

Welcome to our school magazine. 

It has been a school year like no other before it and hopefully never to be repeated.  I would usually be 

talking about looking forward to exam results for Year 13 and Year 11, preparing to welcome Year 6 and 

congratulating staff and pupils on a fantastic year of high achievement.  The problem is that the events 

of the past four months have overshadowed all that went before.

Hopefully, this magazine will remind us of some happier times before the expression “lockdown” 

entered the language.  Reviewing the year certainly reminds me that in the two terms before lockdown 

and even during lockdown our students were making us proud and achieving in so many different fields.

After a year of preparation, the youngest crew ever to be entered for the Fastnet Race completed this 

major challenge, sailing from the Isle of Wight out into the Atlantic and across to Ireland, around the 

Fastnet Lighthouse and back.  A huge achievement for them and a clear indication that the sailing 

programme continues to teach boys and girls at the Academy about real determination 

and commitment.

Our dance teams were crowned regional champions in two major competitions, qualified for the 

national finals in both these and one other competition and were chosen to represent England in the 

Dance World Cup in Rome. Although disappointed by the cancellation of all these events, students have 

continued to train at home, making excellent use of online opportunities, and are resolved to compete 

again next year.

Six of our robotics teams together amassed 55 trophies in the qualifying heats for the finals of the 

VEX National Championships, where their technical skills and excellent teamwork won them praise 

from judges and fellow competitors alike as well as several more awards. Students from Years 7 to 

13 contributed with great enthusiasm to our STEM outreach activities, passing on their skills and 

knowledge to scores of primary school pupils. 

Sadly, lockdown stopped these activities and we all had to learn a different way of being at school.  It is 

a credit to both the children and their parents that the majority of our students did continue with some 

form of meaningful activity right the way through to the end of term.  A programme where all students 

were given the opportunity to return to school at least once before the end of term also helped and it 

was fantastic to see so many of the students back even for one day!

Many of the opportunities we offer are supported by external partners, in particular the Greig Trust, the 

Tallow Chandlers’ Company, the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation and our sailing sponsors DUAL. 

We thank them for their continued involvement, interest and financial support.

I am pleased that standards of behaviour and school uniform remained excellent and that high levels 

of attendance, even electronically, were maintained.  I thank parents and carers for their continued 

commitment and support in maintaining these high standards.

We are all proud of the Academy and, in the hope that CoVid-19 is behind us, we look forward to next 

year with genuine anticipation and confidence.

I hope that you and yours are all safe and well and I wish you all a splendid summer break.

Yours faithfully, 

Mr P.V. Sutton OBE

A
 letter from

 the Principal

Front cover photograph © James Tomlinson/RTP



Tortilla Challenge
Mr Chen’s Spanish classes were 
challenged to make a delicious Tortilla 
de Patatas at home. 

It wasn’t all cooking and eating. First, 
they watched a video in Spanish and 
noted all the ingredients they needed. 
A few grammar exercises followed and 
then it was time to cook.

Here’s Damian, 7JA, preparing and 
enjoying his tortilla. ¡Deliciosa!

Book club online
Ms Swinyard loaned packs of books to 
students throughout the period and 
asked them to send in their reviews.

Alexandra (7CK) reviewed these 
two novels:

The Faraway Truth by Janae Marks

This book is about a girl called 
Zoe who received a letter from her 
imprisoned father. What she didn’t 
know was that the letter was about to 
change her life. I really liked this book 
because it shows that racism is still a 
thing in the world and how this needs 
to be recognised. It also shows at what 
point people fight for the people 
they love.

Little Bird Flies by Karen McCombie

This book is about a girl who lives on 
the remote Scottish isle of Tornish 
during Victorian times. But when the 
laird dies, a new laird takes over who 
is cruel and dangerous. Little Bird (her 
nickname) and her family must escape 
the island to a new life. This book 
shows us that we must sometimes let 
go in order to get on with life, and that 
there are many difficulties along the 
way and, if we don’t give up, we will 
make it.

Drama online
Once lockdown began, theatre 
trips were out of the question, but 
National Theatre at Home productions, 
streamed on YouTube, proved popular 
with students and staff. Our theatre 
critic Mary, 7PE, reviewed a production 
of Small Island. Her first reaction was 
‘Wow!’. She went on to say:

‘It was a masterpiece 
and when it ended, I 
still wanted to see more. 
Through the story of the 
Windrush Generation, 
it showed how hard it 
was for a black person in 
Britain not so long ago. 
The situation we face 
now is slightly better, 
but it still isn’t enough. 
I haven’t read the book 
on which the play was 
based, but when this [the 
pandemic] is all over I’ll 
buy it.’

A miscellany of lockdown stories

Lockdow
n!
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GCA, like most schools, did not close during lockdown. Assemblies, registration, tutor time, lessons, 
homework and extra-curricular activities were the norm five days a week – online or face-to-face.

Here are just a few of the things students and staff got up to as they adjusted to the ‘new normal’.

Lockdow
n!
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Anda, 9EO, put her thoughts about lockdown into verse

Life in quarantine
To the government we are listening

So now we are all social distancing.

Except for the few who are getting chased by the police in the streets

Rather than staying at home, snuggling their bedsheets.

 

New Year, most wished to spend more time with their family

But now they’d rather be anywhere else in the galaxy.

Dressing up to take out the trash has become the new trend

Oh God, we have really come to the end!

Hospitals are testing out so many vaccines,

By the time they find one, us girls won’t fit in any of our jeans

 

Some of us don’t think

Go wash your hands in the sink.

Be careful when they sneeze,

You don’t want to catch the disease.

Don’t touch your mouth, eyes, nose

What bacteria your hands have touched, nobody knows.

So, stay home please

And keep all our minds at ease!

‘I never thought I would enjoy online 
school so much. I love spending time 
with my siblings – my sister came 
back from Chicago and has taught me 
a lot about time management. I can 
now get my assignments done on time 
and know how to fit in extra revision. 
I’ve been inspired by Miss Bouchereau 
to do lots of choreography to 
different types of music. Given the 
circumstances, quarantine has not 
been that bad.’ Patience, Y10

Locked out of dance by Rianna, Y9

‘The one thing I truly missed in lockdown was being in the studio with my 
dance team. Not being able to see my teachers and dance mates made me 
realise how important dance is to me.

‘I’ve been keeping fit and exercising regularly. I’m eating well too. I’m in 
touch with my team and learning new dances from online videos.

‘Lockdown has made me realise how precious life is and how grateful I am for 
the wonderful dance team I have. They encourage me to try new things and 
are there for me when I want to stop and give up.’

Well done, Adam!
When Ms Loosley asked Y10s to give a 
personal response to a poem they are 
studying for English GCSE, she gave 
them the choice of creating a blog, a 
poem, a diary entry or a picture.

The poem What Were They Like? by 
Denise Levertov was written as a 
protest against the Vietnam War. It 
envisages a future when the American 
bombing has been completed and 
nothing is known of Vietnam or its 
culture. The poem criticises the 
destructiveness of war and its major 
themes include culture and anger.

Adam wanted to create a picture but 
wasn’t happy with his drawing so 
asked to be able to use Photoshop.

You can see the superb result here:

‘Stunning! Hopefully he won’t be 
forgetting the contents/words/
images of WWTL now for a while! :) 
Well done Adam!’ Ms Sooklall

 
Patience

 
Mr Chen rates his own tortilla highly!

 
Potatoes go in

 
Eye watering!

 
Looking good

 
Tuck in now!...as they 

adjusted to 

the ‘new 
normal’.



Nature in lockdown
Here’s Dr Cholij to tell you what she 
did in lockdown – as well as teaching 
maths, of course:

‘I was brought up to be interested in 
everything. But not all interests are 
equal and I am particularly passionate 
about natural history. My number 
one love is birds, but other pretty 
flying things, such as butterflies 
and dragonflies, also command my 
attention.

‘Spring is probably my favourite 
season, and with the lockdown came 
an exceptionally warm and dry spring 
and an unprecedented opportunity to 

observe much new life. Over 16 days 
in April, I witnessed some 100 Large 
Red Damselflies emerge from my 
garden pond. And shortly afterwards, 
they returned to breed, mating in their 
classic ‘wheel’ shape and laying eggs 
in the plant matter in the pond.

‘A pair of robins brooded two young 
in our garden; and, in Finsbury Park, I 

observed other young birds emerging 
– first the Greylag Geese goslings, 
followed by those of Canada and 
Egyptian Geese. A magnificent swan 
proudly defended her seven surviving 
cygnets while coots protected their 
young. And for the first time since 
living in the area, I saw nuthatches 
nesting.’

All photographs by Dr Cholij

Lockdow
n!
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What do sailors do when 
they can’t sail?
They do their qualifications online – 
socially distanced, naturally!

Kai, Jessye, Hasan T and Huseyin 
completed a 20-hour online RYA 
Navigation course.

Not an easy task given that it was all 
done on Zoom, but all four passed 
with flying colours

Azat, Brandom, Seun, Christopher-
Joel, Jaydon, Jamal, Agid and Tyler 
passed their RYA Day Skipper exam. 
This is a major qualification – 60 
hours of study and two exams. The 
boys had to achieve 90%+ in both 
exams, which they did.

And Mr Holt says, ‘Game on!’

Bouche’s Boot Camp
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 9am, keen students limbered 
up before they got stuck into their 
physical exercises in Ms Bouchereau’s 
online boot camp.

These fitness fanatics competed 
for Haringey in the virtual London 
Youth Games. Each week they took 
on a challenge to earn points for the 
borough in a bid to bring it home for 
Haringey! Challenges included ‘Hit 
Every Beat’, ‘Bicycle Crunch’ and 
‘Indian Dribble Hockey’. 

Sadly, at the time of writing, we don’t 
know the results, but we do know they 
made a great effort.

 
Bicycle Crunch

 
Online Study

 
Greylag goose and goslings

 
Swan and cygnets

 
Robin Redbreast

A chance to chat
 Ms Saunders set up new online channels with Year 9 students to give them a 
chance to chat, discuss, inspire and share ideas about topics or interests they 
were keen on developing. Here are the topics they voted to cover – a veritable 
cornucopia!

DIY/crafts Conservation Football 
Economics/sociology Dance
Learning a language Cookery

Music appreciation Film and TV
Fitness Fashion Gaming Cars

Arts and culture Black Lives Matter
Gardening Sport Anime

Learning an instrument Politics
We learned about the interests of some of the teachers who helped run the clubs: 

H Ms Jack said: ‘Watching things grow and change has a very calming effect 
on me.’ So, it’s the gardening club for Miss!

H Ms Graham was keen to recommend some of her favourite Hayao Miyazaki 
films to the Anime club.

H Mr Graham really loves listening to music – which club do you think he ran?

H Ms Tesseyman started off the conservation club chat with a plea to 
students to help protect our world by being more environmentally friendly.

 
A nuthatch

 
Large Red Damselfly

Inspired by Zeng ren-zhen 
Mr Chen’s Mandarin class 8NJ learned 
about professional artist Zeng ren-
zhen       曾曾曾, who devoted his later life 
to studying Chinese garden and Chinese 
landscape painting,                 曾曾 . 

Zeng ren-zhen ingeniously blends 
Chinese characters into his painting. He 
weaves Chinese characters and pictures 
together and each of his works depicts 
the ups and downs we face in life.

Students were challenged to visualise 
the shape and meaning of Chinese 
characters and to design something 
inspired by Chinese characters. Here, 
you can enjoy the designs created by 
Ela, Elene, Shanshan, Suna, Emmy, 
Irmak, Sessil, Emily and Lisa.

曾仁臻	  
中国山水画	  
	  

曾仁臻	  
中国山水画	  
	  

Keen students have been improving their physical 
flexibility in Ms Tesseyman’s online yoga classes. 
Here’s Kaleelah, 9ST, to give you the gen...

‘Hello, my name is Kaleelah and 
I am in the school’s athletics 
team. Um... what is it like to be an 
athlete? I mean, it’s fun, there’s 
a lot of hard work involved but I 
pretty much know how it runs. Yoga 
on the other hand is a bit different 
from anything I’ve done before. I 
thought it was about meditation 
but, clearly, I got it a bit wrong. 
Overall, it’s helped me a lot with 
stretching out my muscles and 
becoming more flexible.’



Lockdow
n!
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Support for the NHS 
We know the difficulties the NHS 
had to deal with when faced with 
Covid-19, and we are grateful for the 
commitment and skill shown by NHS 
staff and other key workers – including 
many GCA alumni and parents and 
carers of GCA students.

GCA staff wanted to support the 
valuable work of these key people, 
who kept – and continue to keep – 
services going. 

Scrub bags, ear bands and face masks

Ms Cooper put her considerable 
skills to the task of making protective 
equipment for community midwives 
and care home staff.

Many doctors and nurses were getting 
sore ears from the masks they were 
wearing. Ms Cooper’s bands can be 
placed at the back of the head with the 
elastic from the masks hooking around 
the buttons – no more painful ears.

At the end of each day, midwives could 
put their scrubs in these bags and 
straight into the washing machine, 
reducing the risk of infection.

Ms Cooper spent quite some time 
creating the face masks:

‘I assumed the knife pleated versions 
would work best, as they’re often 
the ones you see being worn, only 
to discover that box pleats are much 
more suited to the job. I spent a couple 
more days developing but then created 
my own pattern as I still wasn’t sold on 
the pleated versions. After a bit more 
prototyping and a few last tweaks, I 
finally made a mask I was happy with.

‘They’re made from polycotton and can 
be washed at 60 degrees. They can 
also have filters added if needs be. 
They fit like a glove!’

We’re in the league!
by Razaan, 10EM

‘In March 2020, Greig City’s fervent 
debaters in Years 7-10 participated 
in a challenging debate competition 
against tough opponents from four 
local schools. The debates, hosted by 
Greig City, included thought-provoking 
motions such as “This house believes 
that billionaires should not exist” 
and “This house regrets the use of 
social media as our main source of 
information”. 

‘We are proud to announce that, 
despite the wearying competition 
testing our articulation, determination, 
and confidence in public speaking, 
Greig City excelled! Our very own Year 
9s won a place in the Novice Urban 
Debate League finals, and our Year 
10s beat over 150 schools to qualify 
for the Urban Debate League Finals. 
We’re so proud – keep excelling GCA 
debaters! If YOU would like to share 
our achievements, ask Ms Taylor how 
to join Debate Club. Though we’re new 
to Debate Mate, we’re making our 
way fast!’

 
Razaan

A ‘huge shout out’ for Mr Knappert’s 
face visors
Mr Knappert was kept busy through term time and 
holidays producing laser-cut and 3D-printed face visors in 
the D&T workshop.

The department is a member of an initiative led by 
3DCrowd UK, a group of 8000 volunteers across the UK, 
who have been producing personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for the NHS, social care and other front-line services. 

Mr Knappert and 
the north London 
group of volunteers 
took the visors 
to hospitals, 
surgeries, care 
homes, community 
nurses, the London 
Ambulance Service, 
hospices and clinics.

Mr Knappert also thanks three GCA volunteers – Mr 
Letford, Mr Holt and Mr Moreau – for their help.

The science department raided the cupboards 
for gloves and goggles to take to Creative 
Support, a social care company in Archway.

And, on another subject, who can forget the science 
department’s ‘Lockdown Study Tips’ in their very 
professional video?

3 Stick to your 
timetable

3 Assemble your 
toolkit

3 Divide your day 
into chunks 
and save the 
fun stuff till 
the end

3 Quality not 
quantity

3 Manage your 
distractions 

3 Ask for help

 
Quality not quantity

 
Stick to your timetable

West Green Surgery      @SurgeryWest . 1min

Huge shout out to the students and staff at Greig City Academy in 
Haringey for 3D printing some visors for the staff at WGS to keep our 
NHS workers safe. Excellent work.

All tips that are still relevant – in 
school and at home – in lockdown 
or not.

Rainbow Club
‘I went to a secondary school that was “tolerant” of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Trans* and Queer) people. I have always been told that I was lucky 
to go to a school like that. It wasn’t until I attended a workshop about making 
schools more inclusive and the speaker asked “who here went to a school that 
celebrated” LGBTQ people that I realised that tolerance isn’t enough.

‘We should celebrate all the diversity that makes our school community as 
beautiful as it is. As a young person, I would have given anything to see part 
of my identity celebrated rather than tolerated. To be tolerated is to feel that 
people accept you despite of who you are, to be celebrated is to feel that 
people accept you because of who you are.

‘That’s why I started Rainbow Club at GCA – to celebrate LGBTQ identity 
and create a safe space for our students to learn and ask questions about a 
sometimes, difficult topic.

‘Until lockdown, Rainbow Club ran on Monday lunchtimes in a relaxed space 
where everyone is welcome. Most weeks we learn how to make origami shapes 
and eat baked goods whilst chatting about whatever is on the minds of the 
students. Most of our discussions are student-led, which means that they can 
come and ask whatever questions they want to ask or just come and listen 
without saying anything. Everyone is welcome as long as they are respectful.

‘In the spring term, two representatives from Just Like Us delivered a talk about 
their experiences of being LGBTQ in school and how we can make our school a 
more inclusive place.

‘In the summer term, we were 
planning a trip to our local bookshop 
to meet Simon James Green, the 
author of Heartbreak Boys. Lockdown 
meant that this trip didn’t go ahead 
but we hope to organise others next 
year, when Rainbow Club will be back 
and better than ever!’

Ms Tesseyman

Ms Tesseyman doesn’t always dress 
like this, but on World Book Day 
(almost) anything goes!

We should cel
ebrate 

all the diver
sity that 

makes our sch
ool...



What’s a Pink Kangaroo?

W
ell done!
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Congratulations to these mathematicians who won awards in the UK 
Intermediate Mathematical Challenge:

Arthur, 10EM, won a Gold award and was also named ‘Best in Year’ and 
‘Best in School’.

As one of the highest achieving students in the competition, Arthur was invited 
to take part in a follow-up round called ‘Pink Kangaroo’. At the time of writing, we 
don’t have any results but well done to Arthur on this accolade.

Nadir, 11ST, was nominated by Mr 
Chorley for his approach to learning in 
Art. He always strives to achieve his 
best. Within his coursework portfolio 
and exam preparation work, he 
explored a wide range of exciting ideas 
and developed confidence through 
creative risk taking, reflection and 
refinement. Nadir dedicates a lot of 
his spare time to his work and clearly 
enjoys his artistic experiments.

Jerica, 7LC, has been particularly 
helpful in the library, volunteering 
to help with administrative jobs 
and recommending books to fellow 
students. She has helpfully suggested 
ideas to improve the library that worked 
well in her primary school, for example 
a bake sale, which she organised and 
also baked cakes. Jerica also does a 
great job welcoming new pupils and 
guiding them around the school.

Adam, 10EW. Ms Loosley describes 
Adam as a ‘phenomenal’ English 
student. During the lockdown period he 
attended every live lesson, submitted 
every assignment on time and 
completed additional extension work. 
His teachers were impressed by a piece 
of work he created in response to a set 
GCSE poem. Ms Loosley is particularly 
pleased that other students are 
learning from the thoughtful way Adam 
approaches his work.

W
ell done!
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Jakub, 10PG, was nominated by 
Ms Swinyard for his work as a library 
volunteer. She says that Jakub is a 
great asset to the team – he is a quick 
learner and good at problem-solving. 
He is happy to take on a range of 
responsibilities – including issuing 
books, running errands and shelving.  
He ran the stationery stall during a 
week-long book fair with 
great patience.

Seth, 10LS, was selected for the 
excellent way in which he has 
explained the advantages of studying 
at GCA to prospective parents. He 
has been a dedicated and consistent 
member of the robotics club and has 
done some impressive work teaching 
robotics to primary school teachers 
and pupils. Seth is regularly praised by 
teachers for his work ethic and mature 
attitude to learning.

Rianna, 9ST, is a self-motivated and 
enthusiastic sportswoman and is a 
member of GCA’s netball and dance 
teams. She represents the school 
at borough, regional and national 
levels. Rianna has a great drive to 
succeed and, although she works hard 
independently, she thrives most 
when in a team. She has been very 
effective supporting primary netball 
teams and organising competitions in 
their schools.

The Jack Petchey Achievement Awards

This award scheme is run by the Jack Petchey Foundation. Over the 
year, nine students in Years 7-11 receive an award celebrating their 
achievement in some area of school life. In February, the Foundation 
invited the school to take part in an award scheme specifically for 
sixth formers. The Foundation gives the school funds for each of 
the months that we make the award and the winners choose how to 
spend the money to support a school activity.

Wenpei, 9VT, is an extremely reliable, 
talented and independent student who 
fully commits to any task she takes on, 
even if it involves using a significant 
amount of her free time. She has 
worked on several work-related 
Design and Technology projects such 
as Design Ventura, Starpack and 
STEMettes. Wenpei has a strong and 
impressive work ethic and she sets a 
great example for other students.

Suna, 8NJ, always demonstrates an 
impressive attitude to learning and 
this was particularly the case when 
she was working online during the 
lockdown period. She consistently 
produced high quality work and 
went above and beyond what was 
required. Suna is often called upon to 
give a tour of the school to visitors, 
including prospective pupils and 
parents, because we know she is 
completely reliable.

Serxhio, 7CK, has an admirable work 
ethic, immense enthusiasm and a joy 
of learning, all of which have enabled 
him to make exponential progress in 
his English language acquisition. He 
takes great care with his work and 
always strives for perfection. Serxhio 
is ambitious and always chooses to do 
extension activities and deliver work of 
great quality on time. Serxhio is always 
polite and willing to help others. 

Mahdi, Y12, is a committed member of 
the school’s robotics teams and helps 
out in so many ways in the tournaments 
the school organises – he has given 
a lot of time to umpiring and judging 
competitions. Mahdi has been very 
effective in teaching younger students 
how to code – they have benefitted 
from his expertise and encouragement. 
Mr Knappert appreciates his 
conscientiousness and reliability.

Mirandolina, Y12, has been a 
lead member of this year’s charity 
committee putting in a lot of effort and 
time to make sure events achieve their 
aims. As a member of Team Infinity 
in the TfL Challenge, she showed 
excellent teamwork, analytical, 
presentation and communication 
skills. She has a mature attitude to 
learning and a strong work ethic as 
well as contributing significantly to 
extra-curricular activities.

Congratulations 
to the Silver 
award winners:

Johan, 10LS

Zeynep, 10EM

Patience, 10PG

Bilvi, 10PG

Bensu, 10DE

And to the Bronze 
award winners:

Al, 10EM

Zhang, 10PG

Tafari, 10MA

Klaudia, 10BH

Dawid, 10PG

Jia Bei, 10BH

Yi Ping, 9MB, narrowly missed out on a 
Bronze award but was judged ‘Best in 
Year’ (Y9). 

strong and 

impressive 

work ethic...



Bringing Hamilton to GCA
The playground and the drama theatre were stages for sixth form actors on World 
Book Day. They had had the good fortune to see a performance of Hamilton 
earlier in the year thanks to Mr Mishra and were keen to find out more about this 
founding father of the US. On World Book Day, they treated us to a 
performance of the title track from 
the musical.

‘Amazing energy! Ms Ajoku and crew always present work of the highest 
standard!’   Ms Onoszko
‘Absolutely superb (as it is every year)!’   Ms Jack

World Book Day also gave staff a chance to reveal 
their talents when Mary Poppins met Bert and 
Shakespeare met Cleopatra. 
Hmm, perhaps we’ll get drama students to rate them next year!

Jack Petchey Foundation 
Leader Award 

O
n stage
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The Foundation recognises that lots of the great work that young people 
do would not be possible without the support of the adults who work 
with them, hence the Leader Award. Here, Mr Mishra tells us why Ms 
Ajoku is this year’s Leader Award winner:

‘Ms Ajoku instils such a strong can-do attitude in students and whole classes 
that even the shyest young person is drawn onto the floor to perform with ease 
and enjoyment. She demands a lot of her students but always gives them the 
encouragement and feeling of self-worth they need to meet her demands. 

‘Ms Ajoku introduces students to many different types of performance and 
is always on the lookout for new opportunities with a view to introducing 
students to as wide a variety of styles as possible.’

‘Ms Ajoku helped me rise to the challenge during my 
GCSEs – she is a really good role model because I can see 
she pushes herself so much and puts so much into her 
teaching that she makes me push myself to go above and 
beyond.’ Kehinde, Y12.

‘Ms Ajoku always builds a good relationship with us 
students and helps us work on our own relationships 
so that we are like family and have become better at 
working as a team.’ Rebecca, Y12

An invitation to Number 10 
10 Downing Street that is. No, not to meet the PM – the invitation for sixth form 
drama students came from RADA (The Royal Academy of Dramatic Art). 

Trevor explains:

‘We have collaborated with RADA for a few years now and we jumped at the 
chance to take part in a workshop with their students, especially given the venue. 

‘We were given a stimulus and asked to improvise a scenario – Jade and I had to 
be an old couple who were cheating on each other. After the workshop, we had 
a tour of Number 10 and then watched 
an outdoor performance of As You 
Like It by second-year RADA students. 
Before we left, a Q&A session gave us 
a chance to quiz RADA staff and students 
about what to expect if we were 
considering going on to drama school.’

Spinning plates
Circus Practitioner Dan from Jacksons 
Lane led a circus workshop with Year 
12 drama students. Students learned 
to juggle, to execute a human pyramid, 
balance on a rola bola, spin a diabolo 
and to spin plates.

Ms Ajoku can now juggle three balls!

A Creepy Christmas
Sessil, Lisa Marie, Elene and 
Christian, all 8NJ, demonstrated their 
improvisation skills by devising a 
highly imaginative performance in a 
workshop with local theatre group 
Collage Arts.

Lisa Marie tells all:

‘The theme was “a creepy Christmas”. 
We came up with an amazing scene 
based in a forest, where we told 
campfire stories and one of us was 
kidnapped. Then one of the teachers 
came out and dropped a massive 
bombshell which brought our scene 
to the end. My group’s favourite part 
was the bus scene because we got to 
play around and be ourselves but it 
looked like we were all acting.’

So, quite a mix of stories there!

O
n stage
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Trevor had another 
chance to work with 
RADA when he joined its 
Next Step course:
‘It was pretty intensive. We went 
through a three-stage process. First, 
we had to choose a monologue from 
a play as an audition piece. I chose 
a piece from Statement of Regret by 
Kwame Kwei-Armah. I had to do it in 
my own way – there was no clip that I 
could watch to get some ideas.

‘For the next stage, we were given 
a scenario and then performed the 
monologue again, adapting it to the 
focus we’d been given. For the final 
stage, we worked in groups to help us 
develop our team-working skills. It was 
extremely hard work but I’m still keen 
to continue studying drama.’

 
Ms Ajoku

 
Outside Number 10

 
Trevor and Jade plan the scenario with 
RADA students

 
Spot the ball

 
Talented performers

 
Hamilton - great costumes

 
Mary

 
Of course you’ll get top billing, darling!

 
Bert



Taking the plunge
Our all-girls crew trained on a yacht called Fairview with 
professional ocean sailor Annie O’Sullivan. 

Here’s what Ms Peters said about their session:

‘This was a brilliant weekend. Seeing the girls all engage and gain or improve on 
the skills they have, it was an absolute pleasure to play a small part in enabling 
them. Our skipper Annie O’Sullivan was an excellent and patient instructor. I was 
particularly impressed by the helming they did in winds in excess of 23 knots and 
at one time gusting at 32!

‘Well done to Natalia, Y11, and to sixth formers Aishia, Mirandolina, Sofia, 
Ashante and Stephanie. Keep it coming!’ 

The crew were asked to join Annie on Maiden (the iconic yacht that carried the 
first all-female crew to sail around the world) for a journey from Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, to New York City. Then COVID-19 scuppered their plans. 

‘It is a real shame not to be taking the Scaramouche girls to New York but we plan 
to do it next year instead.’ Annie O’Sullivan

Crew member Mirandolina wasn’t sure about taking up sailing when she was first 
urged to have a go in Year 9, but now wishes she had taken the plunge earlier. 
She has also been accompanying younger students in dinghy sailing sessions 
on the nearby West Reservoir. We asked what she has learned whilst working 
with them and her immediate response was ‘patience!’ Keep up the good work, 
Mirandolina!

For up-to-date news about GCA’s sailing programme please follow 
Scaramouche Sailing Trust on Twitter - @ScaramoucheST. 
For now, here are some of the highlights of the year.

M
aking w

aves
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Fastnet 2019
In 2017, GCA was the first state school to take part in the Fastnet Race. In 2019, 
our sailors repeated that feat with the youngest crew in the competition – and 
the youngest of the young was 13-year-old Kai. 

Kai and crew were filmed taking part in the race on GCA’s yacht Scaramouche. 
The film – My Life: Making Waves – was shown on CBBC in April.

You’ll have seen what they had to 
battle with – a torn spinnaker, high 
winds and waves and soaking wet 
sleeping bags. Still, they did get to see 
dolphins and eat bacon rolls!

The crew was elated to beat the 
school’s 2017 record of 4 days, 13 
hours and 59 minutes with a time of 3 
days, 22 hours and 1 minute. 

Well done to Kai and crewmates – 
Seun, Alex, Jaydon, Christopher, Nader, 
Samuel, Azat and Victor, and to Mr 
Holt and Mr Letford. Many thanks 
to David and Constantinos, our two 
professional skippers. 

Sir Chay Blyth, the first person to sail single-handed non-stop westwards 
around the world, praised the crew in a note to Mr Holt. Here’s just a little of 
what he said:

‘Kai did extremely well being the front man for the whole programme. 
A budding TV presenter maybe? The team as a whole did very good and 
if it’s possible, please pass my congratulations to them. Tell them to continue, 
the world is their oyster, sailing and its environment are a great springboard 
for them.’

M
aking w

aves
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‘It’s like a hunt’
The Year 9 girls’ sailing team braved 
the wind and the rain on their trip 
to Coniston Water in a bitterly cold 
February.

‘The conditions were really tough but 
the girls were amazing.’ Ms Saunders 

‘Many people think sailing is just 
being able to learn how to sail the 
boat but it’s not, it’s also about 
knowing the tactics so you can do 
better in a race. I’m really glad to be a 
part of the team.’ Samiya, Y9

Samiya has some advice for beginners:

‘I think the best advice is to not to 
think about falling into the water and 
focus more on the direction to go in. 
The trips are the best – you explore 
more. Learning new things on the 
water is amazing because it’s like a 
hunt and you have to find all 
the answers.’

From Lymington to 
St Lucia
It was a very proud moment and a 
milestone in our Scaramouche project 
when lead helmsman Seun Williams 
finished the 2019 ARC Transatlantic 
race in 1st place.

In December, sixth former Seun crossed 
the finish line as a crew member on a 
yacht called Scarlet Oyster. 

He got this fantastic opportunity after 
competing in the Round the Island 
race in summer in an e-boat that 
he and fellow sixth former Azat had 
refurbished. World-class sailor Ross 
Appleby, who finished just behind 
them, was so impressed that he gave 
Seun the chance to crew on Scarlet 
Oyster in the ARC race. The race took 
them from Lymington to St Malo then 
across the Bay of Biscay and on to Las 
Palmas in the Canaries before the race 
across to St Lucia.

Seun sailed 2,900 miles in challenging 
conditions and helmed much of 
the way. Seun followed this great 

achievement with a win 
in the Round Antigua 
Race – not on his own of 
course! 

What’s next, Seun?

Adding to the GCA fleet
Once the sailing bug gets you, you 
want to be out on the water all the 
time but our seasoned sailors know 
there’s a lot more involved in keeping 
the Scaramouche Project going – 
safety training and maintaining the 
fleet are just two examples.

Year 9 student Jessye went one step 
further – he added to the fleet! The 
topper you see here was rescued from 
a garden in Muswell Hill.  Jessye spent 
his Christmas holidays restoring it 
before a three-hour maiden voyage 
in the spring term from Cowes to 
Lymington – with a bright and early 
7am start!

 
Making waves

 
Fastnet crew

 
Seun

 
On Fairview

 
Safety first

 
On Coniston Water

 
The maiden voyage

 
It has to be 
shipshape



Terrific ambassadors
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All three netball teams faced tough opposition this season. The Y9 team 
topped their league, the Y8 team took a hard-won 2nd place and the Y7 
team took 3rd place in their league.

Players seize every opportunity they are offered to support primary school 
teams. Dave Thomas, Haringey sports games organiser, sang the praises of the 
Y9 team members for their work at the Hi5 netball tournament:

‘They were magnificent and stepped 
in where necessary with umpiring 
or scoring duties and, especially, 
supporting those primary school 
staff who lacked the confidence to 
officiate themselves. All had a great 
sense of humour, showed a maturity 
beyond their years and were terrific 
ambassadors for your PE Department 
and for GCA.’

S
eize the day!
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A cool way to spend Christmas 
Two of our other young sailors decided not to take a rest at 
Christmas. On the first day of the holidays, and after a cold 
6am start, Kai, Y9, and Jaydon, Y10, got a 420 ready. Despite 
never having been on a trapeze, in 20 knots they were soon 
flying and gybing.

Back to Vilamoura
For the last two years, GCA sailors have had the good fortune to train with 
professional sailors in Vilamoura, Portugal. In the spring term, Kai, Jaydon, 
Tyler, Jessye, Christopher-Joel and Kacey enjoyed six days training on elite 
racing dinghies called 420s with former GBR laser sailor Matt Reid.

One of the key techniques they learned was trapezing – helps to make the 
dinghies go much faster. 

All six have been invited to an international 420 clinic in Portugal due to take 
place once the COVID restrictions are lifted. They will then take part in races 
around the UK and in Europe.

Tyler and Jaydon are also progressing onto a 29er which 
is one step away from the Olympic standard dinghy 
called a 49er. Later this year they will be meeting and 

getting advice from Stu Bithell, who is the UK’s top 
Olympic sailor.

GCA’s experienced sailors 
have been actively 
fundraising for the 
project for several years 
now, publicising their 
activities and successes 
and giving talks to 
companies and the 
sailing community.
Their efforts were rewarded when 
the Scaramouche Charity was chosen 
as the official charity of Cowes Week 
2020, the largest regatta of its kind in 
the world – now cancelled but hopes 
are high for 2021.

Regatta Director Laurence Mead said:

‘I first met this group a couple of years 
ago. I’ve seen Jon Holt and his team 
take complete non-sailors and help 
them become amazing young people, 
who are at ease with the world and 
who, just for good measure, are 
becoming really great sailors.  

‘I’ve sailed top level Etchells events 
with them, and they have just the 
right balance of competitiveness 
and sportsmanship.  They all give 
everything to their day on the water.’

 
Racing Etchells

 
Trapezing

 
A cool way to spend Christmas

Dancing to success – the headlines
Haringey Secondary Schools Dance Championships 2020 – 1st place for KS5 and 
KS4 teams, an honourable 2nd place for the KS3 team.

London Youth Games – the KS4 team was crowned London Youth Games 
Champions for the third year running, qualifying for the National Youth Games.

The Great Big Dance Off regional heats – through to the national finals in both 
KS3 and KS4/5 categories.

UDOIT Dance Championships, Southern Region – All Styles Champions KS4/5 
and Street Dance Champions KS4/5.

The theme for GCA’s performances in all the competitions was the transatlantic 
slave trade and it conveyed an important message: 

‘When millions of people were physically removed from their homelands in 
Africa, they took with them their languages, beliefs, craftsmanship, skills, 
music, dance, art and other important elements of their culture and history. 
Today, we are surrounded by the legacy of the slave trade in a multitude of 
forms, but we want to help people understand that Black History did not start 
with the slave trade.’  
Ms Bouchereau

 
Y7 team

 
Y8 team

 
Y9 team minus 1

 
Champions

By the end of June, our teams were 
expecting to load a clutch of new 
trophies into their display cabinet. 
Unfortunately, all the national finals 
were cancelled. Fingers crossed for 
next year!

Dance photographs 
© Laura Woodrow Photography

From the seas of Portugal to the 
waters of Hackney. Every week, 
Mr Holt and colleagues marshal  
groups of KS3 students into the van 
for a short trip to the West Reservoir 
in Stoke Newington. Here, they get 
to try out a wide variety of craft until 
they’re confident enough to take the 
longer journey down to the Solent.

Interested? 
Message Mr Holt 
asap, the list of 
would-be sailors 
is growing!



Intaglio Print Workshop

Let’s get creative 
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Dave and Nathan from Ironbridge 
Fine Arts kept Years 9 and 10 art 
students hard at work when they 
ran two intaglio print workshops 
for GCA in February.

Intaglio printing is the opposite of 
relief printing, in that the printing 
is done from ink that is below the 
surface of the plate. The design is cut, 
scratched, or etched into the printing 
surface or plate, which can be copper, 
zinc, aluminium, magnesium, plastics, 
or even coated paper.

The students were so enthusiastic that it was hard to get 
them to go home at the end of each day. It probably took 
some time to scrub off the ink stains!

‘Your school is one of the best we have worked in and we 
absolutely loved working with you, your students and staff!’ 
Dave and Nathan

Many thanks to the Jack Petchey Foundation for a Leader 
Award grant, which funded both the workshops and the 
additional art resources, which we will use to run print 
workshops for more keen students.

‘Walk-Talk-Make’
Y12 art students enjoyed their study 
visit to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
and the Hepworth Gallery.

The group took part in a ‘walk-talk-
make’ workshop at the YSP. Tasks 
included drawing one of the sculptures 
in just one minute and creating a 
sculpture with paperclips.  

Jessica loved the Damski Czepek 
designed by Ursula Von Rydingsvard: 
‘Because the cave alters with the 
changing light and at certain points of 
the day has a lantern-like glow.’

She particularly enjoyed the Hepworth Gallery:

‘Hepworth’s sculptures were shown alongside a selection of paintings, prints 
and ceramics made by the artists she knew and worked with in Cornwall. I also 
really enjoyed the exhibition of Christina Quarles’ drawings — they include text 
that reveals some of the musical references that underpin her work. 

‘I was inspired by both the park and the gallery because they gave me a clearer 
understanding of the techniques and effort involved in creating sculpture.’

Let’s get creative 
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A stitch in time
The Knitting & Stitching Show at 
Alexandra Palace received a big 
thumbs up from Ms Cooper, Ms 
Spencer and the Years 10, 12 & 13 
Textile students. 

‘Students got hands-on experience 
with specialised industry machinery, 
such as a giant free hand embroidery 
machine and they also got a taste of 
how to make traditional carpets – it 
was hard to pull them away and move 
on at times!

‘We spent all day covering the 
different areas of the exhibition and 
one of the favourite parts of the day was the Fashion Show Finale. The students 
had lots of fun learning, bagged lots of free goodies and in general really 
enjoyed their new-found experience and couldn’t wait get back to school to 
start recreating some of the new techniques they’d experienced. It was a huge 
success and we can’t wait to go again next year.’ Ms Cooper

‘I was really happy that I went to the 
show – it enhanced my understanding 
of the different skills and processes 
that could be used in Textiles. The 
best part was the mini fashion show, 
where we looked at some pieces 
a designer had made by knitting.’ 
Rozelin, Y12

 
Damski Czepek



Sketching in Bruce Castle
We were welcomed by the wonderful team at Bruce Castle 
Museum, where you can see many Roman artefacts.

Our first task was to sketch the profiles of pot sherds and to 
try and match them to profiles meticulously recorded by the 
original Highgate archaeologists.

We had a pencil sketching masterclass with Mr Chorley, 
then set to sketching the pots that had been made in the 
reproduction kilns.

We finished our visit by looking at the Roman artefacts, 
including a section of one of the kilns. Mr Peacey showed 
how it had been built out of discarded and broken bits of 
tile and possibly a hypocaust (heating) system.

Focus on pattern
So many modern patterns and logos are instantly 
recognisable, and things weren’t so different 2,000 years 
ago. Ancient craftsmen, including the Roman-era potters 
working in Highgate, used signature patterns and motifs on 
their work. Taking inspiration from the patterns we noticed 
on Highgate ware, we created our own repeating patterns, 
which could eventually be used to decorate pots.

Inspired by the Romans

C
lay C

lub 
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Who wouldn’t enjoy designing, moulding and decorating clay pots? Not the Romans who settled in London 
and certainly not GCA’s Clay Club (8LA), who had a chance to do just that in a project that brought together 
art & design, archaeology and local history.

Ms Andrew and Mr Chorley spill the beans...

The Highgate Roman Kiln
We kicked off GCA Clay Club with a terminology quiz to get to know the technical 
words we would be using. Then we watched a video about the Roman kilns and 
pottery found in Highgate Wood in 1962. One of the original kilns is now in Bruce 
Castle Museum but the Friends of Highgate Roman Kiln (FoHRK) are keen to 
return it to Highgate Wood.

Nick Peacey, an expert on Roman pottery and kilns, passed round some sherds 
(broken bits and different from shards) of 2,000 year-old ‘Highgate Ware’, the 
pottery that was made in the kilns in the woods. We tried to estimate the sizes of 
pots from rim pieces and inspected the signature Highgate Ware ‘dots’ pattern.

Using air-drying clay, we built small-scale reproductions of the kiln, complete with 
kiln bars, ventilation holes and roofs. A variety of techniques were used, the most 
successful being the coil pot method.

Clay reconstructions
Guided by experts from the 
Clayground Collective, we investigated 
coiling technique and used created 
pots inspired by our research at 
Bruce Castle.

Slip and stamp
We applied a Roman-inspired black 
slip (glaze) to our pots and then 
carried on growing our skills by 
creating a pinch pot. We carved 
roulettes with designs and used them 
to create a decorative effect on the 
pinch pots.

C
lay C

lub 
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A hive of industry 
Sgraffito patterning: after sketching 
out our pattern designs in pencil onto 
the surface of our slip-covered pots, 
we used a sharp tool to scratch the 
design through the layer of slip. Once 
fired, the pattern will stand out in 
contrast to the darker slip. This is a 
technique famously used in ancient 
Greek black-figure pottery. ‘Sgraffito’ 
means ‘scratched away’ in Italian and 
is related to the word ‘graffiti’.

Burnishing: using a technique that the Roman Highgate potters would employ, 
we compressed the surface of more pots by rubbing them with teaspoons. This 
creates a shiny, decorative surface, 
which is obvious even before the pots 
are fired.

Pot throwing: After a demonstration by 
Duncan, pairs of students had a turn 
at throwing a pot on the wheel. The 
results were amazing!

The finished results
The pottery emerged from the kilns!

We are proud of our GCA WareTM.

On show
After recapping and revising our 
knowledge of all things we’d learned, 
we set up our interactive exhibition 
in the drama studio. Each student 
volunteered for a stall or job, using 
their expert knowledge to help visitors.

With heartfelt thanks to:

Nick Peacey, FoHRK

Duncan Hooson and Claire West of 
the Clayground Collective and their 
volunteer helper Nicky O’Donnell

Charlie Andrew, Classics for All

Our very own Mr Chorley

And, of course, the students of 8LA

Please turn 
over to see 
photos of the 
exhibition.



Photograph ©Museum of London
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On a visit to the Museum of London 
Docklands, 60 Year 8 students learned 
about London’s role in the slave trade and 
its continuing legacy.
‘The study day, which was called Slavery: London 
and beyond, gave us an insight into the relationships 
between Britain, Africa and the Americas, and a chance 
to tour the galleries and take part in an object-handling 
seminar. The museum staff were impressed with students’ 
contributions, particularly their knowledge of pre-colonial 
African civilisations.’ Ms Taylor 

A statue of slave trader Robert Milligan, which had stood 
outside the museum for a long time, was removed in June 
as the Black Lives Matter movement drew support from so 
many people around the world.

Alara, 10MA, and Yi Ping, 9MB, were two of the 
young people who wanted to express their feelings 
about the killing of George Floyd in the USA and about 
Black Lives Matter.
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#blacklivesmatter
It hasn’t been just now.

Black lives haven’t just been threatened now.
They have always been threatened.

It’s a global issue.

Peaceful protests became inharmonious.
Many people will not understand the pain.

Many people are scared to protest.
But people are out there,

Risking lives,
Protests from all around the world.

Protests taking place in our own city.

As school children, we may not be able to do anything.
Parents may be scared for their children to go out.

Petitions, donations,
Anything to promote and support Black Lives Matter.

George Floyd,
Wrongfully killed.

Police,
Rightfully charged. 

Yet justice has not been fulfilled.
Why must “black” be something that people despise?

Why must “black” be something that people hate?
Why can’t black people live in peace and

Live in a world of equal rights?

A messed-up reality.
A horrible reality to know that black people are being 

treated like this. 
They have always mattered.

Yet, they’ve always been brutally attacked.

We cannot only be “not racist”.
We must be anti-racist.

I write this to bring awareness.
I cannot possibly understand this pain.

It’s ridiculous to know that this movement must exist.
It’s absurd to know that black people are arrested unjustly.

It’s nonsensical to live in a world where black people cannot 
live in peace.

             By Yi Ping

BLACK LIVES MATTER!  
YOU are mad for them for saying “black lives matter”

THEY are mad for having to say it at all
THEY are not asking for immunity to the law

THEY simply don’t wish to be tried on the streets
how can you shoot an unarmed man

for something he hasn’t done
what ever happened to

“innocent till proven guilty”
oh wait that shouldn’t apply here
because of the colour of their skin

something they cannot control
“I don’t have a gun. Stop shooting!”

shouldn’t be the last words of an 18-year-old boy
“Please I can’t breathe. Let me stand up, I can’t breathe”

should not have left a man’s mouth
that we have to say that black lives matter here in 2020

says too much about society
they said by now there will be flying cars

instead WE are still fighting for equality and respect
and WE will continue until we achieve it 

because
BLACK LIVES MATTER!

because 
ALL LIVES DON’T MATTER UNTIL BLACK LIVES MATTER!

because 
THEY MATTER AS MUCH AS EVERYONE ELSE!

              By Alara

 
Catherine West MP joins in the fun

 
Mr Horner shows off his design

 
Ms Taylor learns a new skill

 
Mrs Manyon gets some expert advice

 
Smooth action

 
Proud potters

 
Charlie shows the sherds to a visitor

 
A display of roulettes

 
Duncan helps Ms Sherratt

Learning from
 past and present 



Then there were all the other 
GCA activities: VEX, Formula 24 
racing car, drones, rocket car 
racing, a maths coding challenge, 
electronics, rockets club, computer 
building, an inventors’ card sort 
quiz and a Van de Graaff machine 
that had hair standing on end. 

‘The kids didn’t want to leave so 
we stayed a bit longer. They were 
very excited about all the stations, 
displays and experiments. They were 
really engaged in code breaking, 
making their own torches and loved 
hand-controlled cars.’ 
Earlsmead teacher

A big thank you to all the schools that 
demonstrated and to their audiences 
– we hope to see even more schools 
demonstrating next year.

Chemistry experiments at the 
STEM Showcase:
GCA chemists showed that by increasing levels of carbon 
dioxide in water you can alter its pH and make it more 
acidic – this mirrors the effect of increasing levels of CO2曾 
in the atmosphere.

A Carbon Snake experiment showed the dehydration 
reaction of sugar. It is hard to show the effect in a photo so 
why not ask your science teacher for a demonstration?

St Aidan’s, Rokesly and North Harringay pupils demonstrated their robotics skills.

St Mary’s CofE pupils proved they have exceptional programming skills.

Devonshire Hill pupils amazed us with their balloon popping contests and their 
‘makey makeys’ – using fruit and vegetables to power batteries.

Noel Park pupils told visitors how they had built a Goblin car from a kit in 
workshops with Ms Karsan and Mr Law, where they had learned about the choice 
of materials and components and how to use a range of tools and equipment. 
Mr Law also taught them the basic electronics needed to drive the car. Like true 
engineers, they suggested ways in which the kit could be improved.

‘The STEM exhibition at Greig City 
Academy was amazing. The class 
milled around the various exhibits. 
The range of science and technology 
from their peers (some of the Year 
7s were from my previous class) 
was a real eye opener. It was also 
a chance to view the car that was 
being constructed by children from 
Noel Park. To sum up, the class were 
absorbed in scientific fascination.’ 
Noel Park teacher

The Ricardo García de Paredes 
STEM Centre

S
TEM
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The Academy’s new STEM Centre is named after Ricardo García de 
Paredes, a member of staff who was an inspirational and gifted 
driving force for all kinds of technology in the Academy. So many of 
our students will always remember Mr Garcia as a teacher whose raw 
enthusiasm and personal enjoyment got them interested in anything 
technological or scientific – from rockets to robots!

Ricardo always had a vision for an open space dedicated to STEM, where 
students could give free rein to their imagination and develop any number of 
projects and ideas.

Sadly, Ricardo died before he could see that part of his vision become a reality 
but in paying tribute to Ricardo’s boundless enthusiasm and generosity of spirit, 
Mr Sutton recalled ‘that he never said no to an idea or a project, however grand, 

challenging or mad.’ He said: ‘This 
was always going to be a space for 
imagination and creativity. It was 
always going to be Ricardo’s building – 
and it is.’ 

Naming the STEM Centre after Ricardo 
acknowledges his work and is an 
entirely fitting way to both celebrate 
and to remember everything that he 
contributed to the Academy.

At the official opening of the Centre in 
November, governors, staff, students, 
parents and other friends of the 

Academy were joined by our guests of honour – Ricardo’s wife Mrs Dora García de 
Paredes and their three sons Rick, Miguel and Francisco. The cutting of the ribbon 
ceremony was performed by Mrs García de Paredes and the Master of the Tallow 
Chandlers’ Company Mr Anthony Green – we thank them both.

S
TEM
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Testing pulse oximeters

 
Dora, Rick, Miguel and Francisco García de 
Paredes with Mr Sutton

 
Rokesly roboteers

 
St Mary’s pupils demonstrate OhBots

 
Devonshire Hill’s talented pupils 

 
Noel Park’s Goblin car

 
Hair-raising

 
Rocketeers

 
Building a computer

 
How to build robots

Many thanks to the Tallow 
Chandlers’ Company and the 
Worshipful Company of Joiners 
and Ceilers, without whose 
generous support the Centre 
could not have been built.

GCA’s third STEM Showcase



which he displayed throughout the 
competition; everyone was delighted 
by how he performed and ran the 
competition.

‘He thoroughly deserved this award 
and I congratulate him for all his hard 
work this year.’

Mr Knappert

Off to the Nationals!
Going into the Nationals, the three VRC teams could boast (not that they 
are at all boastful!) a collection of 29 awards, including seven tournament 
champion trophies.

The IQ teams had been equally successful throughout the qualifying rounds, 
amassing a total of 26 trophies including nine tournament championships. 
Two teams – Something Simple and ATORE – were amongst the consistently 
highest scoring teams in the country.  

The stage was set for a tense four days 
at the Nationals in Telford. Would their 
nerves hold?

Let’s hear from Mr Knappert...

‘GCA Roboteers worked incredibly 
hard all year to perfect their robot 
and were justly rewarded with two 
trophies – UK National Robot Skills 
champions and Amaze. They were 
even asked to put their robot through 
its paces in front of all the competitors 
during the awards ceremony.

‘After a gruelling two-day 
competition, non-stop development, 
programming and practice, 
Chromagicals took a commendable 
second place in Robot Skills.

‘GCA Gearers, Beatrice and Darius, 
showed true focus, resilience and 
professionalism throughout the year 
– in fact, they are regarded nationally 
as one of the very best IQ teams. 
Their 3rd place in the IQ UK National 
Championships tournament was very 
well deserved.’

Congratulations to six exceptionally 
strong robotics teams on reaching the 
VEX National Finals.

A
m

azing robotics 
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VEX IQ teams  VEX VRC teams
GCA Gearers Beatrice and Darius, Y8 Chromagicals Erlind and Arnas, Y11

Something Simple Anda, Yi Ping and Sheeba, Y9 GCA Roboteers Max, Mitchell, Ervans, Umar and Erik, Y13

ATORE Gabriel, Nathan and Loqmane, Y9 GCA Undefined Mahdi and Tirouven, Y12

A
m

azing robotics 
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Thank you to our 
primary friends
An effective way of really mastering 
a skill is to teach someone else what 
you’ve learned. Thanks then to pupils 
of six primary schools, who came to 
GCA to learn how to design, build, 
program and test robots this year. They 
gave our KS3 champs a great chance 
to pass on their understanding and 
expertise and, at the same time, to 
finesse their own skills. 

A big thank you to St Gildas’, Rokesly 
Juniors, St Aidan’s, St Mary’s CofE, 
North Harringay and Weston Park. We 
look forward to seeing you take part 
in regional tournaments over the next 
few years.

On their way to the Nationals, they 
scored some amazing successes in 
the qualifying regionals. Here are just 
a few of the highlights...

At the south-east regional heats, 
our VRC teams swept the board, 
taking 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. GCA 
Roboteers won the tournament, 
beating Chromagicals who, in turn, 
had knocked out GCA Undefined in the 
semis! Roboteers also took the Robot 
Skills trophy.  

Tournament and Skills Champions

 
GCA Roboteers - AMAZE and UK National 
Robot Skills Champions

 
Chromagicals

Let’s hear it for the volunteers!
All year, Max, Mitchell, Umar, Erik, Ervans, Mahdi and Tirouven 
have been doing sterling work organising, umpiring and judging 
tournaments in our region and it was no surprise that they were 
once again asked to manage and umpire one of the IQ divisions 
at the Nationals. 

A special cheer for Mitchell – UK VEX Robotics Volunteer of the Year

‘Mitchell has organised 
and run two IQ 
tournaments at GCA, 
was lead umpire at five 
other tournaments and 
was division manager at the Nationals 
2020. He has organised and managed 
the logistics of our robotics teams 
and has advised many of the UK event 
partners and robotics teams.

‘Mitchell is a real leader, with a 
flair for organisation, attention to 
detail and great subject knowledge, 

 
Five umpires in action

 
Mitchell - Volunteer of the Year

Our IQ teams dominated the very 
popular Christmas Clash Tournament 
at St Helena School, Essex.

• ATORE were crowned tournament 
champions and also won the Robot 
Skills trophy.

• Something Simple took 2nd place 
and picked up the Robot Build 
award.

• The Year 8 team, GCA Gearers, took 
the trophy for Robot Skills as well 
as the Amaze Award – an award 
for a consistently high scoring and 
effective robot design by students 
who are also able to explain clearly 
how they worked together to 
develop their robot.

 
GCA Gearers with ATORE

In October, GCA hosted the first 
VEX IQ regional tournament of the 
year. The whole competition was 
organised and run by our sixth form 
students, who did an outstanding job 
of umpiring and judging the 26 teams 
from all over north London.

Something Simple won the Design 
Award and were congratulated on their 
hard work, engineering design and an 
excellent presentation.

ATORE won the Robot Skills Award for 
their great driver skills and excellent 
autonomous programming skills.

Success at the Virtual World Championships
Three teams qualified for the Robotics International Tournament in Kentucky, 
USA. GCA Roboteers, Chromagicals and GCA Gearers were all set to book their 
flights when the tournament was cancelled due to Covid-19.  

Some consolation came with the opportunity to take part in the VEX Virtual 
Tournament – a simulated championship using past match results.

GCA Roboteers were ranked 19th in the world out of 720 teams.

Chromagicals were ranked 31st in the world in the High School Division.

GCA Gearers were ranked 19th in 
the world out of 620 teams in their 
category, missing out on a Virtual 
World Finals place by one tiny point – a 
seriously impressive achievement for 
Darius and Beatrice.

 
Primary pupils discuss their strategy

 
Something Simple at the Nationals



Who stole the Mars bars?
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Year 7 scientists played detective both in the lab and in the library 
during Science Week.

When a serious crime was committed in the lab over the weekend – the theft of 
a secret stash of Mars bars – students used forensic techniques to assemble the 
evidence and solve the crime. They learned about fingerprints, chromatography, 
flame testing for suspicious substances and fibre sampling to decide which of 
four suspects was the guilty party. 
The big reveal – it was the dastardly 
Mr Kemp!

Did you know?
Centipedes have tougher legs than 
millipedes.

Snails have 1,000 teeth and are 
hermaphrodites.

We learned lots more about these and 
many other creatures when Matt from 
Zoolab told us about their feeding 
habits, the environments where they 
thrive, how they hide from predators 
and how they evolve and adapt. 

Enq
uiring m
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Science escapes from the lab 
Ms Mirza dropped in on an English lesson to display the 
phenomenon of dry ice (solid carbon dioxide), one of the 
few substances that sublimes (changes from a solid straight 
to a gas – skipping the liquid state).

Cloud clap:  add 
dry ice to a mix of 
warm water and 
washing up liquid 
in a conical flask. 
The difference 
in temperature 
makes the solid 
sublime at a rapid 
rate, producing 
bubbles you can 
hold. Clap and a 
cloud of carbon 
dioxide bubbles is 
released. 

Dry ice hoops: 
warm water in a 
cup with cling film 
rubber-banded 
over the mouth and 
a small hole in the 
bottom. Drop dry ice though the hole and see it sublime at 
a rapid rate. Tap the base to force the carbon dioxide 
gas out of the hole in small hoops. 

Thanks to assistants – sixth former Klaudia and Y10 boys 
on work experience, Akram and Colstamin. 

 
Examining the evidence

 
Testing for aspirin

 
Fingerprint testing

 
Tracking the clues

All week, students flocked into the library to exercise their detecting skills in a 
forensic science quiz. They researched the role of a scene of crime officer, used a 
UV torch to find hidden clues and searched for fingerprints.

Bringing light to darkness
The Wand-Lighting Charm (Lumos) in the Harry Potter books 
is a charm that illuminates the tip of the caster’s wand, 
allowing the caster to see in the dark.

Ms Mirza was 
inspired by the 
Lumos to show 
how you can 
use a plasma 
ball to conduct 
electricity 
through the 
human body to 
turn a touch lamp 
on without actually 
touching the lamp!

Here’s the science 
– plasma (4th 
state of matter on 
earth) contains 
excited electrons 
that can carry 
charge; the 
human body has 
moving ions that 
can also do this.

 
GCA’s very own teacher of magic

 
Cloud clap

 
Dry ice hoops

CERN sparks Dino’s interest
Sixth former Dino’s fascination with electronic engineering began when he took 
part in GCA’s third visit to CERN. 

‘I talked to scientists about investigating new particles and dark matter. Going 
inside one of the four detectors of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) called the 
Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS), was a great experience. A radiofrequency 
engineer gave us a tour and a chance to find out about some of the components. 
The detector was incredibly complex and it allowed me to visualise how much 
design and engineering it took to create this accelerator.

‘Every engineer I spoke to was enthusiastic and offered great insight. I was 
inspired by them and it drew me to see the convoluted beauty of science and 
technology. One point that stood out to me throughout the whole trip was the 
idea that equal amounts of matter and antimatter were produced when the 
universe was formed. However, the universe today is almost entirely composed 
of matter. This begs the question: where does the rest of the antimatter go? 
The visit has really sparked my interest in engineering and broadened my 
knowledge about the work behind the LHC, the importance of nuclear research 
and the intricacy of our universe.’

 
Close but not touching - honest!



Our favourite took first prize
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GCA’s Year 7 book club met every Wednesday at school until lockdown 
and then moved online.

Clubbers took part in BiblioBuzz: The Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award. 
They chatted about the six shortlisted books and completed fun activities 
associated with them.

When the award ceremony at Alexandra Palace had to be cancelled the 
six shortlisted authors posted videos online, each with a creative writing 
competition.  

The winner voted for by pupils from schools across Haringey and surrounding 
boroughs was Anna at War by Helen Peters. 

‘It’s the story of a young girl who came to England with the Kindertransport. I 
found it interesting because it’s a little-known aspect of World War II.’ Jack

‘I enjoyed reading something from the perspective of a person of the same age 
as me coming to England, who doesn’t know very much English.’ Alex

GCA’s librarian Ms Swinyard was the original creator of the award a few years 
ago and now serves on the panel of school librarians who choose the 
shortlisted books:

‘Anna at War was GCA’s favourite to win, so our students were very happy that 
other schools voted the same way. I hope our book clubbers will continue into 
Year 8 and join with our new cohort of Year 7s for next year’s BiblioBuzz.’

Why so many author visits?
Ms Swinyard is keen to tell you...

‘At GCA we always see students engaging more with the books written by 
authors who have visited the school, even some time after their visits. These 
books become, and continue to be, some of the most borrowed. Students gain a 
better understanding of language and the way writers or illustrators create. Also, 
authors generously share great advice with students on their own 
creative writing. 

‘This is why we place such importance on author interactions and on introducing 
students to new and diverse authors, poets and illustrators.’

Here is just a small sample of the exciting events Ms Swinyard crammed into 
one term: 

Years 9 and 10 students visited Pickled Pepper Bookshop to meet Dean Atta 
(nominated for both the Carnegie Medal and the YA Book Prize for his debut 
novel Black Flamingo). What was Shakara’s (9IC) reaction?

‘I honestly had so much fun doing this workshop. It was absolutely amazing! 
Dean Atta let us all know that it is perfectly fine to just be ourselves and that 
writing is a brilliant way to express yourself and how you are feeling. We did a 
few very creative and helpful activities, for example, writing a short poem. He 
asked us to read them out to our class if we wanted to, and it gave me so much 
more confidence. He shared his life story with us and he was such a genuine, 
funny, positive person. I promise you, as soon as I set foot out of the bookshop, 
I started reading his book STRAIGHT AWAY. I couldn’t put it down. I loved the 
book, the author and the experience.’

The w
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When students wanted to know more 
about the period in which Anna at 
War is set, Ms Swinyard thought that 
Bruce Castle might be able to help 
them get a feel for what people went 
through during World War II:

‘The amazing staff at Bruce Castle 
created a tailored and entertaining 
day for us. As well as showing us all 
their WWII resources, they asked 
Councillor Sheila Peacock, Mayor of 
Haringey, to give a talk. Cllr Peacock 
was an evacuee whilst London was 
being bombarded. She was sent to 
the countryside but came back to 
London for a short time before going 
to a seaside town near Brighton.’

‘Cllr Peacock made us feel as if we 
were in the past. She told us about 
the gas masks that children found 
amusing because they made rude 
noises when you blew into them. She 
encountered racism as a Jewish child 
and Anna in the book had a similar 
experience when she was bullied and 
accused of being a spy.’ 
Hajna and Zeynep

The group also enjoyed seeing the 
WWII resources stored at the museum: 
suitcases with items evacuees took 
with them to their temporary homes; 
lamps that switched into blackout 
mode; alert rattles; and gas masks, 
which they weren’t allowed to touch 
because they contain asbestos.

 
Comparing notes

 
A relaxing read

 
Clubbers show us their favourite books

Author (and engineer and secondary-school maths teacher) Muhammad Khan 
gave expert advice to the Y9 Quills United writing group, as well as inspiring 
the whole year group in an assembly about his award-winning books.

‘We asked Muhammad for advice on being an author and some of his advice 
was to appreciate writing and to be ready to accept criticism about your books. 
He also told us that it’s all right to ask advice from friends or teachers or 
older students, and that we shouldn’t be ashamed to ask for help, but instead 
appreciate the help given to us.’ Loqmane, Y9

 
Muhammad Khan with Quills United

Alexandra Sheppard led workshops 
for Year 7s, who were studying the 
Greek myths in English, as well as an 
assembly on becoming a writer.  

.............................................................

Students in Years 9 and 10 were 
entertained by Louisa Reid, who talked 
about her new book Gloves Off, a 
page-turning and immersive novel in 
verse, a story of hope and resilience 
breaking through even the most 
difficult situations.

.............................................................

When rapper Rob Bradley met Y8 
students he challenged them to create 
a rap from a random group of words. 
The courageous boy who stepped up 
to the mark was Aaron, who rapped 
using all the words you can see on 
the board in the photo, whilst being 
accompanied by Krasimir beatboxing.

 
Alexandra and fans

 
Louisa takes questions

 
 Aaron’s challenge



???

In October, we welcomed 24 students from Sandun School in 
Hangzhou, southern China, who spent four days with us and joined 
Year 7 students in lessons.

The w
ritten w
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GCA Mandarin 
students got lots of 
practice speaking 
the language and 
learned a few new 
skills too – dumpling 
making, Kung Fu 
moves, calligraphy, 
and Chinese paper 
cutting to create 
decorative displays 
for celebrations. 

We were also treated to some amazing dancing and singing during the 
presentation ceremony at the end of a fun-packed and enlightening week.

Thank you to all the students and teachers from Sandun School.

A newsworthy visit
A keen writer considers his options 
after a visit to the Guardian Newsroom: 

‘We learned how to properly compose 
a professional newspaper, how to 
determine what is fake news and 
how to use information in an article. 
We also learned how to structure 
information and images using a 
newspaper format. 

‘We were given a newspaper template 
and asked to create a newspaper by 
selecting a heading from a choice 
of topics and current news issues. 
My partner and I had chosen “How 
pollution causes baldness” and 
“Japanese Typhoon Delays World 
Cup”. We used the information we 
were provided with, were helped 
to research our subtopics and add 
captions to the images we had chosen 
for the main story in our newspaper.  

‘I really enjoyed the session, I 
think this experience would help 
in a career as a reporter, lawyer or 
editor. It would help if I decided to 
follow a career in Media. I definitely 
recommend this experience.’ 
Chauncey, 9ST

Thank you S
andun S

chool 
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As a reward for their impressively active participation in 
the Paired Reading club, a number of delighted students 
in Years 7 to 10 visited the home of Dr Samuel Johnson, 
who compiled the great Dictionary of the English 
Language in the middle of the 18th century. 
‘I saw many books and the original 
dictionary in Samuel Johnson’s 
house. I learnt that he spoke lots 
of languages – Italian, Spanish and 
Portuguese amongst many others.’ 
Giorgio 9ST 

‘I enjoyed the trip 
because I discovered 
new things about 
the man who wrote 
the first English 
dictionary.  Also, we 
saw other interesting 
places as we were 
walking in London.’ 
Giovana 9JA

Did you know?
First published in 1755, the dictionary took just over eight years to 
compile, required six helpers, and listed 40,000 words. Each word was 
defined in detail, the definitions illustrated with quotations covering every 
branch of learning.

Here are five of the words Dr Johnson included in his dictionary. Can you 
guess their meaning? Do you think they are in common usage now?

Odontalgick

Blatteration 

Madbrain

Sabulosity

Gaddingly

 
 Chauncey (2nd left) with fellow newshounds

 
 In the newsroom

...how to det
ermine 

what is fake 
news



Exchanging ideas

Enterprising designers
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Congratulations to five students from 8LW, who 
won first place in the Middlesex University ‘Junior 
Entrepreneur of the Year’ competition.

Raequel, Keishana, Augustina, Robert and Ade were tasked 
with designing a new facility for Middlesex students on 
campus. First, they had to conduct some market research. 
One request was for an all-female gym, another was for 
a swimming pool. The idea the GCA team chose to work 
on was the creation of a gaming room but this wasn’t just 
about playing computer games. The team designed a 
room in which students could use an app to improve their 
language skills – both English and any other language they 
wanted to learn. Ade explained that the room would also 
function as a social club.

Team Infinity triumph at the Innovate TfL Challenge finals
Congratulations to five Y12 students, who took first place in the Innovate TfL Challenge 2020 (a Work-related Learning 
challenge).

A big cheer for Mirandolina, Kerem, 
Andrei, Jena and Sofia!
The team was tasked with coming up with an innovative 
solution to a real problem facing Transport for London.  Our 
five designed a camera – Eagle Eye – to be positioned at bus 
stops – with the aim of reducing knife crime.

Once the team had been selected as one of four finalists, 
professional filmmakers filmed them making a Powerpoint 
presentation about their proposal. They also had to 
create an advert for their innovation. The next step was a 
presentation to senior TfL staff, stakeholders and supply 
chain experts.

Enterprising designers
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Make sure everyone is included 
Our annual enterprise challenge for primary schools was as fun-packed as ever.

Joining us this year were pupils from St Aidan’s, St Mary’s C of E, Trinity Academy, 
St Paul’s and All Hallows, Rokesly Juniors, Campsbourne, Weston Park, South 
Harringay Juniors, Welbourne and St Gildas’ RC.

The challenge was devised and led by Enabling Enterprise, an award-winning 
social enterprise working with schools to build the essential skills of children and 
young people.

Creativity        Teamwork        Problem-solving        Leadership   

Presenting        Listening       Aiming High 

Pupils worked in teams to design a 
brand-new computer game, set in their 
own community. They needed to show 
their creativity to decide on their initial 
game concept, style, and name. 

Then, the budding game designers 
applied teamwork to design characters 
and leadership to sketch their game 
world whilst using their problem-
solving skills to design a points 
system, tokens and exciting obstacles. 

They demonstrated their excellent 
presenting and listening skills as they 
shared their ideas in a buzzing ‘Skills 
Builder Expo’. Finally, they reflected 
on the essential skills they had used 
throughout the day.

One of the key points they learned was 
the importance of keeping an eye out 
for anybody who wasn’t participating 
and making sure they were included.

Thanks to GCA’s Year 9 ambassadors, 
who supported the teams and helped 
judge their presentations.

Gold for Al
Congratulations to Al, 10EM, on 
winning Gold in the School Starpack 
Awards for her great design and 
excellent use of materials in creating 
a sustainable shampoo bottle. Well 
done also to Wenpei and Seeiah, both 
9VT, for their innovative entries.

 
 Winning entrepreneurs

‘We were slow to start but once we got going, we 
progressed well although we were still surprised to win.’ 
Robert

‘I enjoyed exchanging ideas with other people about 
what could be provided in the University for all the 
undergraduates.’ Raequel

‘Even though one person in our team 
wasn’t from our class, we feel there 
was a “magic” link between us and 
we think we’ve worked really well as 
a team because there was no fallout 
or anything.’ Year 5 pupil

‘It was fun. I felt like taking part 
myself! Also, I gave them loads of 
advice on presenting. They asked: 
“What if we all lose track of what 
we’re saying in our presentation?” so 
I told them they’d be fine if they just 
kept going and acted confidently.’ 
Y9 ambassador

 
 Team Infinity preparing to be filmed

Kerem and Andrei explained what they got out of the 
project:

‘One of the main skills I developed was the ability to 
handle workloads more effectively. There were lots of 
situations where we had to multitask so we had to work 
out how to prioritise. I think this skill will help me in my 
university studies.

‘My role was to do the research about all the technical 
aspects of the project – using the Internet, talking to 
teachers, finding out the best way to engineer the model.’ 
Kerem

‘I have developed verbal and communication skills, which 
have allowed me to present, ideas or presentations with 
more confidence and to speak in a more natural manner. 

‘Working as a team helped us bond and create new 
relationships with one another as some of us had never 
worked together before. We were able to delegate tasks, 
which allowed us to take on roles for which we were most 
suited. I was part of the team in charge of creating a 
physical model of our innovation.’ Andrei

And were they confident they would win? It appears they 
were:

‘I was confident once we got to the finals because we had 
a strong idea and it was easily implemented – simple and 
useful.’ Kerem

‘Although the other teams had good ideas, we became 
more confident when we saw that the judges seemed to 
have less interest in them. 

‘We put in a lot of time and effort into this project. 
Although I couldn’t say we’d won before the result, as 
anything could have happened, I was confident that our 
innovation was better than the competition.’ Andrei

All five won iPads and were awarded two weeks’ work 
experience with TfL, which will now have to wait until 
lockdown restrictions are fully lifted.

 
 We won!

 
 GCA Ambassadors judged the presentations

 
 Hard at work

 
 The winners, St Aidan’s

A huge thank you from the WRL team and 
students to our volunteer Julia Stead for working 
with us to thoroughly prepare the team for the 
competition and the finals. Julia is currently Head 
of Talent at GSK and has previously worked in the 
Oil & Gas, Financial Services, Consumer Goods 
and Motor Industry sectors.



Year 11, we couldn’t let you go without 
saying a few farewells…
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Dear 11SP
It has been great being your form tutor for the past 
five years. The time has gone fast and I can now 
repair my ceiling lights knowing that you won’t 
be back to break them! I have loved your honesty 
and humour. Have fun and keep in touch with one 
another and school. It’s always great to hear how 
you have got on. Take care – from your favourite (and 
only) form tutor! 

Mr Porter 

Dear 11CN
How time flies – It has been a pleasure to be your 
form tutor for 5 years. Once your form tutor I will 
always be your form tutor. Wherever you go, go with 
your heart and the memories that are too many to 
write in one paragraph. We survived from Year 7CN 
to Year 11CN. Many changed but we stayed together 
as family. I am proud of you all. It has been an 
honour and privilege to watch you learn and grow. 
Best wishes on the road ahead. Chase your dreams 
and be the best you can.

Mr Ncube 

Dear 11JL
11JL are special. What I like most about you was 
that you actually liked one another despite your 
differences. I’ve got fond memories of Armel falling 
off a chair on day one, rowing a canoe across Lake 
Coniston with Preslava, taking photographs of Fatos 
and Lara on the high ropes. I will remember each 
time Adam tried to turn over a new leaf, every piece 
of junk food Bartek tried to eat in form time, and 
I’ll remember Alexander’s, Kyeshia’s and Jefferson’s 
kindness to others, and Emmanuel’s perfect 
demeanour. I’ll remember you all, name checked or 
not. I hope you keep in touch – smile or wave at me, 
and occasionally even ask for advice. 

Ms Loosley 

Dear 11JK
Hi 11JK (The Family), I hope you’re all well. It is a sad 
way to end our time together but that’s just life. I 
just wanted to say it’s been a pleasure being your 
form tutor these past two years. I want all of you to 
remember that the main aim in life isn’t to be rich, 
it is to be happy, even though I’m guessing money 
makes some of you happy. That’s fine too. But listen, 
I’m always here for you if you ever need me. Never 
forget that. 

Mr Khurshid 

Dear 11ST
“If you are brave enough to say goodbye, life will 
reward you with a new hello.” Paulo Coelho.  I will 
remember our group reading – Sesil and Yanko 
made it something special. I remember Kelliyah, a 
proud form member and full of kindness, Natalia, 
Aleksandra and their debate about life in general. 
The girls Lyonelle, Tamia and Niniola taught me how 
to be proud and collected in style. Yanis and Yane, 
your jokes always made me cry. How could I forget 
Nadir and Mehdi and your smart debate about 
politics, economics and all things that matter? To 
the hard-working girls – Britney, Dey, GG, Divine and 
Yaiza – thanks for making me proud, when I saw your 
achievements. Good luck to you all in the future.

Ms Takacs 

Dear 11CM
I was fortunate enough to inherit this form in 
September 2019 and what a journey it has been. I 
was pleasantly surprised with the levels of maturity 
and attitudes to learning you displayed. In such a 
short space of time, we became a strong family and I 
will truly miss each and every one of you. I know you 
are all destined for greatness and I wish you all the 
best with your further education, your careers and 
in life.

Mr Mullings

 

Dear 11VN,
I remember my first morning at GCA with my new 
form so clearly! All my initial worries disappeared, 
and I thank you for allowing me into your lives. I 
loved listening to your thoughts about religion, your 
interpretation of world issues, your personal woes, 
the gossip! Thanks for being the most respectful and 
kind Year 11 group I could ever have hoped to have. 
I feel very privileged to have met you. Please always 
endeavour to be true to yourselves. Be brave and be 
strong in your hearts ... as always, the world is your 
stage and I challenge you to do the performance of 
your life!

Ms. Naidoo 

Dear 11OG
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, 
if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do 
you have to keep moving forward.” Martin Luther 
King.  I am immensely proud of each of you. It was 
a pleasure to be in the top three for positive awards 
every week in Year 9. I was elated to receive positive 
mentions about you. I particularly admired how most 
of you strived for success both academically and in 
your extracurricular activities or outdoor education. I 
will surely miss you as a form and as individuals.   

Ms Gilbert 

Dear Year 11 
You were in Year 9 when I joined you as Assistant 
Head of Year and I vividly remember the first 
assembly, standing at the side of the hall watching 
you and you looking suspiciously at me. I got to 
know some of you better from outside the hall on 
those cold mornings. It makes me smile to think of 
how you have all changed and grown up. I feel a 
huge sense of pride in how you have dealt with the 
challenges of the past few months. I have such fond 
memories of you all and I hope to see many of you in 
the sixth form, but for those of you carving out new 
paths, good luck, work hard and remember to stay in 
touch.

Ms Bicarregui, Assistant Head of Year

Dear Year 11
There is one thing you can be certain of in life and 
that’s change. And my bad jokes – okay, so there are 
two things you can be certain of. The biggest, and 
very abrupt, change came right at the end of our GCA 
journey; one minute we’re thinking about how to 
improve our mock GCSE results and, perhaps more 
importantly, what we are going to wear to prom and 
the next we’re in the middle of a global pandemic. 
It’s been a real privilege to see you develop and 
grow over the past five years. As a year group you 
had a real desire to do well and achieve your very 
best. To have been able to share in your success 
and development will always be a highlight for me. 
I wish you the very best in your future. Whether you 
are staying at GCA or moving on, I hope you keep in 
touch and keep improving the world around us.

Mr Horner, Head of Year 
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Thank you...
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For 30 years of outstanding service
When Ms Adeboye, a key member 
of GCA’s dedicated team of learning 
mentors, hit the 30 years of service 
mark, it was time to celebrate.

Staff, joined by Mrs Joye Manyan 
representing the Governing Body, 
came together to thank Ms Adeboye 
for the support she gives to students 
and colleagues alike and for her 
unwavering commitment to the school.

Ms Hanna led the tributes:

‘Gloria is so well respected by 
students that when she walks into a 
classroom all chat immediately comes 
to an end and work begins in earnest. It is a clear sign of the great rapport she 
has with them all that so many of them stay in touch long after leaving school.’

Colleagues, including Ms Talbot in a live feed from Guatemala, expressed thanks 
for the personal support Ms Adeboye gives them and concurred with Ms Hanna’s 
comment that she ‘has an infectious laugh that brightens even the dullest of 
days.’ Long may she continue to brighten our days!

For a veritable feast 
We were all pleasantly full after 
sampling delicious cakes from…

Colombia, Brazil, Spain, Portugal, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, 
Poland, Albania, Moldova, and Turkey

...all baked by our talented multi-
lingual students in aid of Shelter, a 
charity that supports people who are 
homeless. £151 was raised. Thank 
you to Ms Onoszko and team for 
organising. 

For a repeat performance 
Yilda, Priya and Leann, 10PG, ran a cake stall last year to raise money for 
Cardiomyopathy UK and they repeated their efforts in October. Ms Taylor’s 
homemade chocolate cakes were the first to sell out.

GCA students – you really impressed your 
Heads of Year during lockdown.

‘Well done to Year 7s for your continued hard work and dedication whilst 
working from home. The amazing work that I saw and heard about daily, 
was impressive and inspiring.  The hundreds of weekly shout outs just go 
to show how well our year group adapted to the changes.  Let’s keep up this 
incredible work ethic.  Very proud of you all.’ Mr Ullah

‘Year 8, the way that students have responded to the unprecedented 
challenges we are facing has been inspiring to see happen in front of us. I 
have never been prouder or more impressed by the students in my year group 
than by the way you have conducted yourselves throughout this time. The 
solid work ethic, self-discipline and resilience that you have demonstrated 
shows a year group intent on success in everything you do.’ Mr Wilson

‘I was so impressed with Year 9 during lockdown. You were hard working, 
funny, resilient and, most importantly, you looked after each other. You 
turned up for virtual registration every morning, shared experiences and 
supported each other. Lockdown was a real challenge for all of us, and both 
you and your tutors responded with class and kindness. I am so proud of you.’ 
Ms Saunders

‘Year 10, you’ve shown great resilience and kindness as well as dedication to 
your GCSE studies. You have reached out to help others and have supported 
one another at this very difficult time. Your parents must be very proud of you 
as am I. Well done, you really are an impressive group of young people. Keep 
up the good work, keep smiling and look after one another.’ Ms Brown

‘Year 11, you have been a fantastic group, constantly striving towards 
achieving the best set of GCSE results the school has ever seen! 
Unfortunately, they cancelled the exams! Regardless of the challenging 
situation, you kept going until the end. School is not just about exams and I 
hope you can grow from these experiences. There will be many more firsts for 
you in your life. Adopt a positive attitude and there will always be a positive 
outcome! All the best.’ Mr Horner

‘Mr Holt, Ms Karmann and I have been very impressed with the mature and 
sensible attitude that sixth form students have adopted during lockdown and 
since returning to lessons. Students engaged with set work and participated 
online during lockdown and attendance at lessons since returning has been 
consistently high with many sessions full to capacity. We thank all teachers 
and students for maintaining a positive and focused approach during this 
difficult period.’ Mr Unwin

W
e are so proud
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For excellent teamwork  
‘The sixth form charity committee 
organised the Children in Need and 
Christmas Jumper charity events. We 
learned that it’s not just about putting 
a table outside and standing there 
selling cupcakes and merchandise. 
A lot of work goes on behind the 
scenes; we gained valuable skills 
such as working in a team and writing 
a business plan. 

‘It was a great experience and good 
to see that our efforts paid off. The 
Year 7 students enjoyed the Christmas 
Disco and we raised more than £800.’ 
Mirandolina, Y12

For thinking of others
Year 11 students – Akeba, Nisha, Yaiza, 
Ahmed and Christal – had just started 
to raise funds for their World Challenge 
expedition to Malawi when Covid-19 
meant that it had to be cancelled.  
They have donated the £100 they 
raised from their bake sale to the 
NSPCC. A thoughtful decision.

For your powers of 
persuasion
Thanks to Ms Mansbridge for putting 
out a call online, asking people to 
donate old but working laptops for 
students to use during lockdown. 
Thank you to the people of Hornsey 
and Crouch End who responded so 
quickly – 12 laptops were soon in 
daily use.

 
 Ms Adeboye with Mrs Joye Manyan

 
 A repeat performance



Greig City Academy is a Church of England 
co-educational comprehensive school for students 

aged 11 to 19. 
GCA’s Principal 

Paul Sutton OBE, BSc (Hons), MA
GCA’s Chair of Governors 
Hugh Reynolds MA Oxon 

Sponsorship
The Greig Trust and the Church of England sponsor Greig City Academy.  David Greig, 
a successful local businessman, founded the Greig Trust in memory of his parents in 

1949.  The Trust was established to provide funds to assist in the education of Hornsey 
children in accordance with the Christian faith.

Greig City Academy, High Street, Hornsey, London N8 7NU 
T: 020 8609 0100   E: enquiries@greigcityacademy.co.uk   W: www.greigcityacademy.co.uk
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