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After his A-levels in maths, physics, resistant materials and a Music BTEC Level 3, Gabriel went 

on to the University of Sheffield for his BSc in Aerospace Engineering 

‘This was always an area I found fascinating, given the infinite possibilities offered to us by air 

and space travel. I have always wanted to be an inventor, almost like the wacky kind you’ve 

probably seen in movies, but more realistic and without the acting. I enjoyed my degree in that 

it opened me up to a world of science and project management, more so than I had been 

exposed to up until then. Over the years on the course, I think I was particularly attracted to the 

renewable energy and propulsion elements because of the sheer room for development in this 

field, and the importance of developing cleaner energy for the benefit of our planet and future 

generations.’ 

Gabriel enjoyed the extracurricular opportunities on offer at Sheffield: 

‘I was fortunate enough to play as a starting member of the university American Football team 

for the four years I was there, where I played predominantly in the defensive line position. This 

was the first time I had played this sport although I had been meaning to get involved since 6th 

form, and the only thing I regret was not starting sooner! I was also a member of the ACS (Afro-

Caribbean Society) and took part in a number of their events. I would definitely encourage this 

for students considering university, particularly those looking to stay away from home.’ 

Gabriel is now a project manager for utilities company and the work involves a balance of 

technical understanding, objective planning and forward thinking:  

‘I liaise with several stakeholders, companies and contractors in order to deliver projects in a 

timely and costly manner. My role has been a little flexible recently, as I have just transitioned 

into my project manager role following some time spent working/learning as a commissioning 

engineer. In the near future, I hope to get back to my base passion within the aerospace sector, 

ideally in renewable energy, propulsion, or a combination of both (e.g. Hydrogen Fuel Cells 

development).’ 

Gabriel says that this time at GCA was busy in a good way: 

‘I was fortunate enough to do most of the things that I wanted to do (both curricular and extra-

curricular) because of the flexibility we were allowed, and the support from teachers. Both 

during my GCSEs and A Levels, I took on quite a burden to fit in more subjects than most; one 

example was Music BTEC Level 2 and 3 courses which I couldn’t have successfully completed 

without the help and continued support of the music department (big up David Mishra and 

Eddy Lupaka especially!). This is also where I found my root as a musician, starting off in the 

gospel choir and progressing from this into forming a vocal group (then known as ‘4Real’, now 

‘The MMNT’) which is still going strong. I would like to say a huge thank you to Principal Paul 



Sutton. I was also lucky enough to be taught physics by him, and I’ll never forgot the balance of 

banter, discipline and even stories that we experienced in his classes, which aided our learning. 

We were able to understand the way our world works by seeing things in a different light, and 

for that I am thankful.’ 

 


