


We have thought a lot this year about 
what we mean when we talk about 
GCA’s core values:

Character       Independence        Progress       Community

We have rewarded students for demonstrating the qualities we 
believe exemplify these values.

Have a look through the next 34 pages to spot those 
students who:

➢ are able to keep going, not give up or worry about failure. Resilience

➢ have the ability to think for themselves. Initiative 

➢ express themselves through different forms. Creativity 

➢ have the skills and characteristics that employers want. Employability

➢ apply themselves to their studies. Focus

➢ represent GCA well in and out of school. Ambassador

Think about your fellow students. Who amongst them:

➢ keeps a smile on their face and brightens up your day? Humour

➢ understands how you feel in a given situation? Empathy 

➢ promotes other people’s welfare and interests? Altruism

Which qualities do you demonstrate most consistently?

 
Which do you need to work on?

O
ur core values
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Dear students, parents, carers and friends of Greig City Academy,

Welcome to our school magazine. 

At the start of the school year, we were hopeful that Covid-19, with all the restrictions it had imposed on 

the normal running of school, would soon be behind us. It was not to be, but reviewing the year reminds 

me that, despite another full lockdown period and limitations on extra-curricular activities, our students 

were still making us proud and achieving in so many different ways and so many different fields.

During the autumn term, three new trampolines helped us create more sporting opportunities for 

students by extending our already wide range of sports activities. As students came back from 

their second lockdown, it was the start of the athletics season and it was good to see the genuine 

engagement during PE lessons for track and field events – hurdles, relay, sprint, shot put, discus and 

javelin to name just a few were tackled, often for the first time with enthusiasm and enjoyment. The 

hugely popular after-school club gave teachers an additional chance to nurture new-found talent. 

Our sailing programme continues to teach boys and girls at the Academy about resilience, determination 

and commitment. Over several months, we were able to take groups to the Solent to sail solo or in 

‘bubbles’, whilst maintaining social distancing. The senior girls competed in their first major competition 

and the senior boys continued to gain valuable experience and skills as they sailed unassisted in 

numerous races. It is testament to the success of the programme and to his own commitment that Mr 

Holt, Head of Sixth Form and outdoor education lead, was voted International Sailor of the Decade, an 

award that recognises those who have had the greatest positive impact on sailing.

Students have not been able to take part in as many national competitions as usual, but our 

congratulations go to the deserving winners of the Pearson poetry competition and the Schools 

Starpack Award. This was our eighth year in the VEX robotics tournament. Rather than competing face-

to-face with hundreds of other school teams as is usually the case, all play was conducted via webcam – 

a strange but interesting experience! All five teams qualified for the National and World Championships. 

Our veteran Y9 team went into the finals with the highest UK ranking of any school and the four new 

teams, competing for the first year, also qualified on the basis of their skills ranking and excellent 

performance in the heats.  

Staff and students are on a mission to improve the outdoor spaces of the school and you will see some 

of their efforts on these pages – turn to Page 35 for their very latest initiative, which we trust will give 

you a buzz!

Many of the opportunities the Academy offers are supported by external partners, in particular the 

Greig Trust, the Tallow Chandlers’ Company, the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation and our sailing 

sponsors DUAL. We thank them for their continued involvement, interest and financial support. My 

thanks also go to the staff involved, whose dedication, enthusiasm and organisational skills ensure 

these activities continue to be challenging, successful, safe and, of course, fun!

I am pleased, as always, to say that standards of behaviour and school uniform remain excellent and 

that high levels of attendance have been maintained, including throughout the lockdown period. I thank 

parents and carers for their continued commitment and support in maintaining these high standards 

throughout what has been a difficult and challenging year for all of us.

I hope that you and yours are all safe and well and I wish you all a splendid summer break.

Yours faithfully, 

Mr P.V. Sutton OBE

A
 letter from

 the Principal



VEX Robotics 

R
obotics & engineering
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This has been a strange year on the tournament circuit. GCA’s roboteers are used to competing in the flesh 
against dozens of equally ambitious and skilled teams in day-long events that buzz with excitement – and a 
fair amount of tension!

Covid put a stop to all that. Instead, all competitions have played out via webcam from GCA’s STEM Centre. 

We start Y7 off on robotics by getting 
them working on the basics of building 
and coding. They have a chance to join 
our strong robotics club, which meets 
at lunchtime and after school most 
days. Our outreach to primary schools 
gives students a chance to coach 
younger pupils – one of the best ways 
to learn a skill is to teach it.

The VEX IQ 
Challenge this year 
is ‘Rise Above’.
This KS3 challenge 
is played on a 6’ x 8’ 
rectangular field configured 
as you see here.

A flying start
GCA Gearers – Darius and Beatrice, 9LA – got the school off to a flying start when 
they won the first VEX IQ Robot Skills competition of the 20-21 season. They 
followed this with another win in the March regional heat, at the end of which 
they were classed 4th in the country on points. At that stage, they were already 
climbing high in the international ratings.  

Darius and Beatrice missed the 
opportunity to socialise with students 
from other schools: 

‘When lots of teams are in a 
room together you can have 
a good discussion and look 
at other people’s robots 
close up to get ideas. That’s 
not possible via webcam. 
But virtual competitions 
have lots of potential for 
competing against schools 
outside London and even in 
different countries so there 
are benefits.’  

GCA Gearers with just one of their many 
trophies



Heading for the world finals
The teams:
GCA Gearers....................................................  Darius and Beatrice, 9LA  

GCA Futuristics ..........................................  Ayo and Divine, 8SI   

10478X ........................................................................  Summer and Destiny, 7RP

10478Y ........................................................................  Naima, 7CN, Julia, 7RP and Zora, 7JL

GCA Eclipse ......................................................  Piotr, 7RP

As at May 2021, GCA Gearers had won five out of their six competitions, 
qualifying early in the season for the world finals. The four new teams  
developed their robots to a very competitive level, working to improve after 
each competition. Futuristics also qualified at an early stage. The Y7s reached 
the finals in four out of their five competitions. By the end of the heats, their 
skills ranking and performance had qualified them for the world finals. They are 
competing at a very high level considering that they only started this year.

Rankings as the teams went into the finals:

10478S GCA Gearers  .....................  1st in the UK and 178 in the world

10478S GCA Futuristics  ...........  6th in the UK and 836 in the world

10478X:  ...................................................................  8th in the UK and 1003 in the world

10478Y:  ....................................................................  9th in the UK and 1095 in the world

GCA Eclipse:  ...................................................  11th in the UK and 1212 in the world

R
obotics & engineering
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The Land Rover 4x4 challenge
The challenge involves teams designing and building radio-controlled 
4-wheel drive vehicles that can successfully negotiate a specially 
designed test track with obstacles, which emulates what a full scale 
4x4 vehicle can do. Teams spend a number of months designing, 
researching, building and project managing their 4x4.

‘‘The teams built their cars from scratch using raw parts including re-used 
components. They had to strip them down and recondition them. There will 

be no competition this year so the 
team will focus on completing various 
obstacle courses, using both driver 
and robotics control. They have 
learned an immense amount and are 
really excited about getting their 
vehicles working.’ Mr Knappert

Lekai and Aidan are seen here 
designing the track and the obstacles, 
a task they enjoyed because it allowed 
them to use their imagination.

Emmanuel discovered lots of faults in 
the trial phase and had to spend time 
dismantling and fixing. The advantage 
of this was that he learned a lot about 
the individual components and what 
they do.

 
Piotr – a team of one 

Team BACEROX – Hayat, Angela, 
Austeja, Belva and Myla – declared the 
challenge to be ‘great fun’. 

‘We are making a ramp for the track 
from aluminium but have to make sure 
everything is measured accurately 
first. Once you cut metal there’s no 
going back – as Mr Knappert says.’

What has the team learned?

‘A lot about manufacturing, mechanics 
and different building techniques.’

‘We sometimes fail but that isn’t a 
problem. We just keep on trying. We 
are resilient!’

‘We worked really well as a team – no 
friction between us.’

We can’t attribute the quotes to 
particular team members because they 
all spoke at once – total unanimity!

 
Lekai and Aidan

‘Robotics is more fun than I expected 
it to be. The best part is building the 
robot and learning what works and 
what doesn’t. You have to focus so 
much when you are practising for 
a competition so there isn’t time to 
build completely new robots. Usually, 
you have to work on modifications.’ 
Piotr

 
Emmanuel

 
BACErox



R
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First Tech Challenge 
The aim is to get students thinking like engineers. The challenge is to work in teams to design, build and 
code robots to compete in an alliance against other teams. The robots are built from a reusable platform, 
powered by Android technology, and can be coded using a variety of levels of Java-based programming.

How is it different from VEX IQ and VRC challenges? 
‘There’s a big difference. The components of the robot are those used by 
professional engineers, including commercially available motors and building 
materials, the control and programming is also that used in industry.’ 
Mr Knappert

This year, the robot has to be programmed to gather up rings and fire them 
into goals.

‘Robots are linked 
by a phone that 
acts as a wireless 
driver base 
station and a 
D pad controller is then used to control the robot.

‘The phone base station sets up a wireless link to a laptop 
so that real time feedback and programming can be 
modified. The coding is complex and each time the motors 
and sensors are added to the robot a new configuration 
needs to be programmed. We have been building modules 
of programmed code in blocks to make this easier, and we 
can reuse these in future competitions.’ Daniel, 8FM

 
Teamwork

 
Firing mechanism 

You may have heard about Ingenuity, the coaxial helicopter whose sole 
mission is to demonstrate that flight on another planet is feasible – which 
it did in the early morning of April 19 in the thin atmosphere of Mars.

Well, GCA’s engineers won’t get their quadcopters – drones controlled with 4 
motors – to Mars but they have learned a lot about the conditions on the planet 
whilst taking part in the Raytheon UK Virtual Quadcopter Challenge.

Teams have been asked to review the current Raytheon quadcopter model and 
analyse the key issues with the current design. They have to think of creative 
design ideas to improve the design and collate their ideas into a presentation for 
a panel of judges. 

Saeed, 9LA, leads a team of four, the 
others are Ashly, 10IC, Luca and Michal, 
both 8BH.

‘We have researched the differences 
between the atmospheres of Mars 
and Earth to help us decide how we 
modify the drone and also considered 
the communication needs between 
the two planets. The competition 
guidelines require that we modify 
the legs, wires and rotor guards but 
we are also modifying the propellers, 
making them longer to ensure more 

 
Saeed - team manager

 
Quadcopter

lift. It’s a fun, interesting project. I 
like building and designing so this 
is giving me a chance to practise 
my technical skills and also an 
opportunity to develop 
team management skills. I think 
team members are working very 
well together.’ 



Independent learning 
Muhammad, 11EM, is one student who has been making good use 
of our exceptional D&T facilities to work on his own project. 
Muhammed owns two of the original 30-year-old Sega Mega Drives 
– a video game console highly rated by gaming aficionados. He is 
dedicating his free time to making some modifications to the main 
system to fix the picture quality.  

Project learning
Here’s news of another student working on a project in her free time with the 
support of Ms Karsan and the D&T department.

During last year’s lockdown, Zora, 7JL, produced the lamp you can see here - a 
virus model - as part of her science assignment, and she gained lots of project 
management skills in the process.

Zora will soon be recruiting for a project, in which students will raise awareness 
of climate change by making and exhibiting models on the topic of ‘Nature/
Wildlife and Climate Emergency’. 

Interested? Contact Zora directly – Year 8 from September.

Carry on learning 
Many past students are progressing extremely well in their design 
and engineering careers.

Gabriel Njoku, left GCA in 2012 with A Levels in maths, physics, resistant 
materials and a Music BTEC Level 3 and went on to the University of Sheffield 
for his BSc in Aerospace Engineering

‘I have always wanted to be an inventor, almost like the wacky kind you’ve 
probably seen in movies, but more realistic and without the acting. I was 
particularly attracted to the renewable energy and propulsion elements of 
the course because of the sheer room for development and the importance of 
developing cleaner energy for the benefit of our planet and future generations.’

Gabriel’s post as a project manager for a utilities company involves a balance of 
technical understanding, objective planning and forward thinking: 

‘I liaise with stakeholders, companies and contractors in order to deliver 
projects in a timely and costly manner. I have just transitioned into project 
management but, in the near future, hope to get back to my base passion 
within the sector, ideally in renewable energy, propulsion, or a combination of 
both (e.g. Hydrogen Fuel Cells development).’

C
arry on learning
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Two more alumni 
following STEM career 
paths are:
Surafel Alemayehu gained A Levels 
in maths, biology and chemistry 
in 2015 and went on to take a 
BSc in Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering with Industry at 
Leicester University.

This included an internship in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. He is now working as a 
graduate electrical engineer.

Nicholas Constantinou graduated in 
2017 with a Master of Engineering 
(MEng), Aerospace, Aeronautical 
and Astronautical Engineering and 
is now a performance engineer. 

You can read more about the impressive 
achievements of GCA alumni on our 
website: 

www.greigcityacademy.co.uk

 
Muhammed

 
Zora

...attracted 
to 

the renewable
 

energy...



Students used a program called TechSoft 2D Design V2 to 
design the casing for their light. Once they were happy with 
their final idea, they sent the information to the laser cutter, 
which cut out their pieces flat.  The pieces were then glued 
together, and the PCB added into the middle of the casing.  

Here are some of the night lights they created using 
plywood, MDF or acrylic…

‘It was a cool and fun experience! I looked forward to every 
bit of the project. It was exciting to see it light up and it 
looked fabulous.’ Angela

‘The outcome was cool.’ Austeja

‘It was a project I looked forward to and it convinced me to 
use my spare time to complete it. I had a chance to design 
and create an everyday essential to my own liking and 
creativity.’ Myla

Hayat and Belva also loved the fact that they were able to 
personalise their lights.

Lighting up time Busy soldering

Team
w

ork
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Before Years 8 and 9 designed and built their colour-
changing night lights, they learned how to solder 
these components onto a printed circuit board (PCB): 
a 5-pin switch, a resistor, colour-changing LEDs and 
a USB cable. They worked in teams or pairs, making 
sure they were using the soldering iron correctly 
and safely.

The Steady Hand Game 
You may have 
had a go at a 
steady hand 
game – trying to 
get a metal wand 
from one side of 
a wavy wire to 
the other, without 
the two touching 
– but have you 
ever designed 
and built one 
yourself?

This was the challenge for Year 7s. First, they learned about 
the design process – getting an understanding of design 
need, brief, specifications and research. Then they looked 
at materials – their properties and uses – and selected the 

appropriate ones 
for their own 
design.

They developed 
graphic skills 
working with 
2D and 3D 
techniques and 
learned how to 
design for the 
laser cutter and 
assemble laser-
cut components. 

‘I finished my game first so Mr Hilmi asked me to be 
a team leader. The best thing about the game was the 
making of it – we had to use a soldering iron, connect the 
wires and check if it worked – and then playing with it. By 
the way, Mr Hilmi gave us badges for hard work and being 
good helpers.’ Jessica, 7SD

 
Steady hands

 
Jessica’s game 



Pewter casting
Year 8 students worked on a metals project this year, 
learning about metals and the casting process. They 
developed their computer-aided design skills to design 

and manufacture laser-cut 
wooden moulds used for 
small scale pewter casting. 

‘It’s a project that students 
thoroughly enjoy because 
they get an opportunity to 
work on a range of practical 
tasks and with equipment 
such as the brazing hearth.’ 
Ms Karsan

‘My entire pewter casting 
project was an amazing 
experience. Ms Karsan 
made it extremely 
enjoyable. Both the 
practical and theory 
online work was fun and 
educational. The finishing 
process of our pewter 
products was equally fun, 
and all of our products 
were perfect. I enjoyed my 
D&T this year, the teachers 
made sure our ideas came 
to life.’ Malica, 8FM

‘I felt very accomplished when I made a pendant all on my 
own. I hope I can do it again.’ Jing Tong, 8FM

‘When I first heard about pewter casting, I was confused 
and didn’t want to do it, but when I saw it in action it was 
nothing I have seen before and – even better – we got to 
do whatever design we wanted. I was excited to see my 
product. When it come out of the mould it already looked 
amazing. I wish I could do it again.’ Erik, 8FM

Normal service resumed
Practical cookery lessons were just that bit harder during 
lockdown but Y9s still made the effort. They learned 
about different mechanical, 
chemical and biological 
raising agents as well as how 
to make sauce.

Beatrice, 9LA, shared the steps she took at home to make 
blueberry muffins. 

Once normal service resumed, practicals were on the 
timetable again – chocolate cake first on the list!

Year 9 USB Casing Project 
Exploring, creating and evaluating – these were just 
some of the skills students developed when designing 
and building a USB case. They learned about the 
properties of materials and their uses and got a good 
grounding in CAD CAM. Students also used the laser cutter to produce the pieces 
for their case. Once their pieces came out of the laser cutter the students popped 
in the PCB and assembled everything together to form three layers.

Team
w

ork
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Teamwork has been very much 
in evidence in the workshops 
this year. Here are some of the 
benefits…

• Teamwork teaches active listening 
and effective speaking 

• Teamwork teaches how to 
respectfully and confidently 
express ideas and opinions in a 
group setting

• Teamwork improves self-confidence 
when students know their voices 
are respected and valued 

• Employers prefer to hire people 
who have demonstrated their 
ability to work as part of a team

How would you rate your own 
teamwork skills on a scale of 1 to 10 
(10 being the highest level)? How can 
you improve your skills? Who could 
help you?



Back in the lab

Let’s experim
ent 
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It was good to get back to our fantastically well-equipped science labs 
once the second lockdown came to an end – practicals at last!

One of the first practicals Y12 did 
was to identify different organic 
substances via qualitative testing. This 
is an important skill as in laboratories 
chemists will often try new ways of 
synthesising organic substances for 
various uses (perfumes, flavourings, 
pharmaceutical drugs etc) and they need to test what they have made. 

‘In the photo here students are using distillation apparatus to oxidise an 
alcohol into an aldehyde. Aldehydes can be used in the production or soaps, 
resins, dyes, perfumes and much more.’ Ms Mirza

Learning about titration
A titration is a technique where a solution of known concentration is used to 
determine the concentration of an unknown solution. Typically, the titrant (the 
known solution) is gradually added from a burette to a known quantity of the 
analyte (the unknown solution) until the reaction is complete. It’s vital that’s 
measurements are precise and accurate.

So, who uses the technique?

‘It’s widely used in the food industry, allowing manufacturers to determine 
the quantity of a reactant in a sample. For example, it can be used to discover 
the amount of salt or sugar in a product or the concentration of vitamin C or E, 
which has an effect on product colour. It’s also used to measure blood sugar 
levels and to analyse blood to enable other diagnoses. Pharmacists also use it 
to get the right mix when compounding medicines.’ Ms Gilbert

A hair-raising experiment
It was some time after lockdown before hairdressers could open but Y10 were 
able to get a new style in the science lab – if they dared to touch the Van de 
Graaff generator!

‘The generator works on the principle of static electricity. The Van der Graaff 
generates static charge and then transfers the charge to the person touching 
it, who becomes very positively charged as the VDG removes negative charges 
or electrons from them onto its belt. Objects with the same charge repel one 
another, in other words, the positive charges on the hair try to get as far away 
from one another as possible and that means your individual hairs are simply 
trying to get as far away from one another as possible. You get a better picture 
of the effect when somebody with long hair touches the generator.’ 
Ms Saunders 

 
So happy to be back

 
Setting up the distillation apparatus

 
Titration experiment

 
Hair-raising



A message from Mr Mishra…

‘Since students returned from the latest lockdown, participation and enjoyment 
of music has been amazing – it’s good to be back!

‘The music rooms and rehearsal 
facilities are in constant use before and 
after school, at break and lunch times. 
Students are getting together, more 
and more, to start bands, practise 
musical instruments and experiment 
creatively.

‘Whatever your interest, we can find 
an instrument for you and always 
remember that we have studios and 
recording facilities for young producers 
and composers shaping their ideas. 

Call in to see us anytime 
(within reason!).’

M
aking m

usic 
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‘Music produces a kind of pleasure which 
human nature cannot do without.’ Confucius



Starpack Award – gold and silver for GCA designers

Enterprising students 
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The Starpack Schools & Students competition, sponsored by I.M3, aims to excite the next generation 
into thinking of packaging as a career. The competition is a great opportunity for students to 
showcase their innovative ideas and solutions directly to an industry looking for rising stars.

The brief, sponsored by Logoplaste, was: ‘On the Go Hand Sanitiser 
Bottle’.  The bottle had to be convenient and eye-catching and 
students needed to show they had taken into account sustainability, 
cost and recycling issues.

Five Y10 students – Loqmane, Sheeba, Anda-Gabriela, Yi Ping and Bismark – 
worked on the design brief in school and through online workshops during 
lockdown. They learned how to design for a specific audience and now have a 
better understanding of the non-exam assessment (NEA) aspect of GCSE Design 
and Technology. 

Here you can see samples from their design development and exploration boards.

 
Starpack stars

 
Yi Ping

 
Loqmane

 
Sheeba

 
Anda-Gabriela

 
Bismark

What have our five learned and 
what did the very discerning and 
impressed judges say?

Loqmane, 10JK: Gold and 
Sponsor awards 
‘I became more familiar with creating 
a product for a company. The project 
was challenging in that I had to create 
something I’d never done before.’ 

J: Meets the criteria very well and 
backed with some well-presented 
development boards. An excellent 
entry. 

Yi Ping, 10PM: Gold award 
‘I now know how to analyse when 
my GCSE NEA brief is given to me. I 
also learned what the design industry 
is like and gained skills in design 
communication and CAD.’ 

J: Great simple design, no added 
colours simply letting the design do 
the talking, nice idea. Great story 
boards – lots of useful information 
and design ideas. Well done.

Bismark, 10PM: Silver award - ‘Starpack gave me a feel for real-life industry. 
It made me more hardworking and resilient in D&T and also in my other subjects.’ 

J: Development boards have lots of great information regarding Logoplaste and 
recycling. Some great illustrations showing how you got to your final design.  
Well done.

Anda-Gabriela, 10EO: Silver award - ‘The project has helped build a 
foundation for me, given me an impression of what real-life industry is like and 
helped me build skills that can be used later in life, even in separate fields of work.’ 

J: Refill is a great idea and lots of product and material investigation work. Lots 
of useful information and easy to follow. Great job.

Sheeba, 10EO: Silver award  - ‘To manage my time, work to a deadline 
and persevere, whatever problems are thrown my way. I‘m more comfortable 
approaching future projects and have greater confidence in sketching and CAD.’ 

J: Great research into materials and production methods. Good understanding 
of environmental needs and process.  Well done.



Enterprise and STEM Club 
This club meets after school on Thursdays and at lunchtime on Fridays. The last 
12 months have made it difficult for students to access in-person, extra-curricular 
opportunities but we’re happy to announce that our Enterprise and STEM clubs 
are back in session. 

We have just launched the Y9 club and will soon launch the Yrs 7 and 8 clubs. All 
members are involved in a series of in-school, local and national challenges to 
enhance their enterprise and design skills. Y9 clubs will also be working towards 
their Bronze Award in Industrial Cadets. Symmetrys Ltd., a leading practice of 
structural engineering consultants, will be supporting the club. 

Y9 members: Ozlem, Elif, Dominik, 
Rozerin, Marian, Alex, Maksymilian, 
Priscilla, Daria-Ioana, Cai, 
Spyros, Power 

‘It’s exciting and engaging and 
I’m committed to broadening my 
knowledge. D&T just got better 
with action-packed causes, new 
challenges to face every day.’ 
Spyros, 9VN

‘I want to learn more and challenge 
myself. When I joined Mrs Arhagba’s 
class it was hard work but fun and my 
friends and I got closer to one another.’ Daria, 9SC

‘We’re learning new things such as different marketing devices, how to use 
equipment, more efficient forms of research and how to work as a cohesive unit. 
I am prepared to work with my team to achieve the best possible outcome.’ 
Priscilla, 9VN

Enterprising students 
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Work experience online
As a result of the COVID pandemic, 
work experience has changed its 
pattern of delivery and is moving 
towards online employer engagement. 
We are providing online encounters 
and experiences for our Y10s, which 
will allow access to a wider range of 
opportunities than they previously 
have had access to. 

For extra support, we have enrolled all 
Y10 students onto FutureLearn Schools 
and Accenture’s Digital Skills for Work 
and Life course. On completion, they 
will receive an additional qualification 
and certificate. FutureLearn Schools 
is an online educational site that 
offers 100s of free courses from top 
universities and institutions to support 
students on their learning journeys. 
All of the online experiences will teach 
students about the importance of 
teamwork and communication in an 
online environment, which now has 
increasing relevance in the workplace.

To further inspire and inform Y10s, we 
have arranged a series of careers and 
subject-based Q&A sessions with 
GCA alumni.

 
Year 9 club

Lockdown Learning
During lockdown, Mrs Arhagba set up a Learning Competition for her Yrs 7, 8 
and 9 classes. Each year tackled a different task and topic based on the content 
covered pre-lockdown. Y7s completed tasks relating to Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAM), whilst Y8 and Y9 worked on 
innovation and product analysis. 

The top students from each year were awarded prizes. Congratulations 
to these well-deserving winners:

Y7 Toni, Nadia, Nida 

Y8 Nick, Kysen, Jeremy, Daniel, David and Divine 

Y9 Makysmilian, Angelika, Sessil, Cai, Samantha and Spyros 

‘I learned about CAD and CAM, their benefits and importance to the world of design technology, and  about laser and 
fiber laser cutters and how they are used in the manufacturing process. We watched engineering videos and I now know 
that engineers really must work hard because of the stakes of their job.’ Toni, 7CN

‘One of the things I found interesting was the Museum of Failure. There are products that failed but you can learn from 
your mistakes – don’t let anything stop you being amazing!’ Nick, 8JA

‘I joined the Enterprise and STEM club because of my fascination with design and technology, especially computer 
systems. I am sure that STEM will allow me to expand my knowledge and interest in D&T.’ Makysmilian Y9SC

Delighted to say the STEMETTES club is up and running again – 
please check in with Mrs Arhagba. 

 
Toni showing her work – impressive!



There’s always another day when there’s 
a record to be set

S
till sailing 
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On a wet Saturday in May, Kai, Jessye, Tyler, Christopher-Joel and Jaydon (Ys 10 and 11) set off from Cowes 
at 5.30am to circumnavigate the Isle of Wight in Riot, the boat they have refurbished themselves. They were 
aiming to set a record for the fastest rounding on rating. (All race boats have an IRC rating – a handicap – by which 
their time is multiplied to make it fair.)

Alas, conditions meant that there was a danger of safety being compromised 
so the crew had to retire. But our five hardy sailors never say die, so just three 
days later it was time to go for the record again. 

Was it a success this time? A resounding YES!

‘Other teams had tried and had to retire but our boys didn’t give up. It’s a 
major achievement for them for a number of reasons. First, they sailed a 
boat unassisted that they have restored and perfected themselves over the 
last two years. Second, the range of conditions was enormous – calm and 
sunny, windy with rain, no wind at all. 10 hours sailing without a break is a 
real challenge and they showed great focus and staying power. They have 
set the benchmark for all who follow.’ Mr Holt

How was it for the crew?

‘challenging but fun’

‘hard but we persevered’

‘more enjoyable than expected’

‘the toughest yet!’

 
Justifiably proud

A surprise for Mr Holt – International Sailor of the Decade 

We raised a huge cheer for 
Mr Holt in December when he 
was declared the winner of the 
Yachting Journalists’ Association 
MS Amlin ‘International Sailor 
of the Decade’ Award. The aim 
of the award is to recognise the 
achievements of those who have 
had the greatest positive impact 
on sailing. Mr Holt was one of 
five sailors shortlisted, all of 
whom are well known for their 
outstanding sailing achievements.  

The award was presented in a socially 
distanced surprise event by the 
historian and TV presenter Dan Snow, 
who is a keen sailor himself.

Mr Holt was momentarily lost for 
words but soon recovered his powers 
of speech to say: 

‘It’s quite a shock actually. Maybe it 
shows how big it is what we’re doing 
with sailing and the young people 
we’re taking out sailing at weekends. 
We are showing people what can be 
done, we’re showing that you can get 
into the sport, and join the existing 
structures which are there – if you 
just dare to try. And that is what we 
have done.’ 

Clifford Webb, Chairman of the 
Yachting Journalists’ Association, said: 

‘Voting was close and … our well-
informed members made their 
decision one by one, until Jon 
emerged as the outright winner, and 
what an achievement it is, absolutely 
brilliant.’ 

Dee Caffari, another shortlisted 
nominee, said:  

‘Huge heartfelt congratulations to Jon 
Holt. He is certainly changing lives 
and changing the perceptions of our 
sport. I was honoured to be listed 
alongside you.’

 
Surprise!



An all-female crew
Our sixth form girls – Mirandolina, Natalia and Sofia – were joined by Yaiza, 
Daniela and Safir in our all-female Scaramouche crew. They completed the ASTO 
Small Ships Race followed by a Solent Winter series race. In May, they started 
competing in preparation for the Women’s Open Keelboat Championship later in 
the summer. They will also be restoring a new (to us) boat – a Bolero 25. 

‘The ASTO small ships race was my 
first race. Before this I had only done 
dinghy sailing. During ASTO I found 
out how much I loved being at the 
helm and I also found out that I was 
quite good at it. In both races there 
were times when there was little to no 
wind, but we kept our morale. Once 
we’re on Scaramouche we all have one 
common goal, and we are determined 
to achieve that goal.’ Daniela 

Mr Holt declared Curtis, Rhema, Raymond and Jahvarn to be outstanding 
during their December mini tonner training weekend: ‘They sailed in a 
Force 5 all the way from Southampton to Hurst Castle and back – 7 hours in 
challenging conditions.’

An April restart
Over the Easter weekend, 16 sailors showed great promise when they competed 
in the JOG (Junior Offshore Group) races. One crew – Tyler, Jaydon, Kai, Jessye, 
Christopher-Joel and Kacey –  took 3rd place, with 78 competing, in the Cowes to 
Portsmouth and back race.

Jaydon (skipper), Kai (helm) and 
Christopher-Joel (cockpit and bow) 
took 2nd place in the Royal Southern 
Yacht Club Freedom Cup.

Sixth former Jahvarn (in photo at the 
back steering) has been accepted onto 
Edmiston Superyacht Training course 
run by the UKSA (UK Sailing Academy). 

A year of sailing – despite 
tiers and lockdowns 
During the autumn term and from April 
onwards, our sailors made the most 
of every possible opportunity to sail. 
The West Reservoir was closed but the 
purchase of a number of refurbished 
dinghies meant that we could still take 
students to the Solent to sail solo or 
in ‘bubbles’, whilst maintaining social 
distancing. 

National Champions
In the Christchurch Bay race in 
September, the Etchells crew – Azat, 
Seun, Jessye and Montel – were 
crowned Etchells Youth National 
Champions of 2020. The Riot crew 
finished 3rd in the elite IRC class.  

‘Those in the know sailing wise were 
amazed that the four 15-year-olds in 
Riot could compete at this level in 
tough conditions.’ Mr Holt   

Effort, disappointment 
and Youth Nationals on 
again  
In October, Kai, Jaydon and Tyler 
headed off to train with the Weymouth 
and Portland National Sailing 
Academy for the Youth Nationals – two 
weekends of competitions and then 
the big event. They enjoyed a week 

of highly 
motivating 
training 
before the 
news that 
the Nationals 
had been 
cancelled 
due to bad 
weather – 
safety first!

Kai is now training and preparing 
to race in the Laser Radial Class 
in this year’s RYA National Youth 
Championships. 

S
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Kai in training

 
The crew with trainers Amanda and Cressida 
and Ms Saunders

 
Jahvarn
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Other races in the last 
year and coming up 
include:
➢	 Etchells Bedrock 

➢	 Sailjuice Winter Series

➢	 Warsash Spring Series

➢	 GBR420 

‘Our experienced sailors and those 
who are just starting out have 
impressed me very much with their 
focus and determination. They have 
significantly improved their technical 
skills through the many training 
opportunities they have had this 
year.’ Jon Holt 

Speading the message
Mr Holt and groups of students hosted 
and contributed to a number of 
webinars for the education and sailing 
communities, sharing their knowledge 
about increasing inclusivity in the 
sport. Webinars were hosted by Sport 
England, the Royal Ocean Racing Club, 
Vendee TV and the Royal Yachting 
Association. 

Feedback from those taking part was 
extremely positive, with lots of praise 
for the students and Mr Holt.

One of the messages Mr Holt was keen 
to get across in the webinars (as well 
as to students) is the importance of 
‘boat work’ – restoring, maintaining, 
optimising boats for sailing. 

GCA sailors got the message, saving 
10 Toppers from being scrapped and 
giving them a new lease of life. 

The re-introduction of mini-tonners – Riot, Eros 
and Limbo – provided a great learning 
experience and gave sailors a sense of 
ownership. (Riot has competed in 18 races.) 
The crews are responsible for maintenance and 
race set up and they source all the parts and sails.

Jaydon and Tyler explain:

‘Riot was an old boat, and expense was always 
going to catch up with us, until North Sails 
stepped in and agreed to make a complete 
suit of sails. 

‘This donation opened our eyes. Suddenly we 
were getting a tour of a global company’s factory. 
It was inspiring to see jobs we could realistically 
do, and enjoy, in the future .

‘With the new sails came a renewed impetus 
to work on “our boat” as we set to make the 
hull as smooth as possible, scraping, filling and 
fairing over 10 days. We have realised what every 
sailor knows – a boat will never be truly finished!’

Still to come
We eagerly await the re-opening of the West Reservoir and lots more dinghy 
sailing – our younger students are raring to go.

And …

Thanks to Cowes Week for naming Scaramouche as their official charity and 
many thanks to The Greig Trust, the Tottenham Grammar School Foundation, 
Dual, Sport England and to the people, groups and companies of the sailing 
community for their continued and valued support, advice and donations.



‘I intend GCA to be a hub of sporting excellence.’ Ms Bouchereau, Head of PE Faculty.

We’re on the pitch, in the fitness suite, the dance studio and anywhere we can find space to keep moving. As we can’t 
capture the impressive moves here, we have to be content with a few photos.

K
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‘Sport isn’t just something that keeps 
me fit, it’s my passion and coping 
mechanism. Training with an amazing 
team and coach, Miss Bouchereau, 
makes it easy to stay motivated 
and joyful. Being able to inspire, 
encourage and teach the younger 
years to join us in our competitive 
journey is a great feeling!’ 
Riana, 10PM

‘Although I’m delighted to return to 
my usual training and participation 
after lockdown, I do truly miss the 
excitement and joy of going back and 
forth to competitions. Hopefully, now 
there is something new waiting for us 
that will help bring back that sporting 
atmosphere.’ Rianna, 10JK

‘The great thing is that there’s 
so much choice. Everyone has an 
opportunity to take part in a sport 
they’re interested in.’ Bismark, 10PM

‘Sports is a passion for me, for it to be 
back on is the best feeling ever. I play 
netball, rounders, volleyball and do 
dance. Playing in a team brings out 
my competitive side and makes me 
love what I am doing, especially when 
we win games (most of the time). I 
enjoy our joyful training days and 
GCA gives us so many opportunities 
to train and compete successfully.’ 
Havin, 10JK



C
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GCSE artists had a 
choice of eight starting 
points and many chose 
to respond to the 
‘connections’ theme. 
The starting point for 
textiles students was 
‘texture’, to which they all 
produced a personal and 
differentiated response.



A-level artists worked on their ‘Personal Study’, choosing a theme to 
investigate; this year, themes have included narcissism, nostalgia, 
mental health and human anatomy.  

A-level textiles students explored the theme of ‘Water’ and chose a theme to 
study in depth, creating and developing a response to their investigation. 

Shown here – work in progress 

C
reativity
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Cuttlefish casting 
‘We were thrilled to have Jacky Oliver 
visit the school to deliver a workshop 
on the ancient cuttlefish casting 
technique. This technique can be used 
with any metal but our budget doesn’t 
stretch to gold or silver so we settled 
on pewter, which has a much lower 
melting temperature. Jacky is a great 
tutor and we look forward to inviting 
her back to do this workshop with 
more students – and possibly staff.’ 
Mr Unwin

• Students selected a drawing from 
their books and transferred it onto 
the cuttlefish. They used a tool to 
gouge out the recess that would 
receive the molten pewter.

• The cuttlefish were arranged on 
stones in a metal baking tray – 
the stones were used to stop the 
cuttlefish moving when the molten 
pewter was poured into the moulds. 
A blowtorch was used to heat 
the pewter up until it became a 
pourable liquid.

• The molten pewter was poured into 
the recesses. The smell produced 
is pretty strong so we had to stand 
up wind!

• Once the pewter had cooled and 
hardened, it was turned out of 
the mould.



For her A-level textiles project, Nadine worked on corsets, 
researching styles across the centuries. The set theme was 
‘Water’ and, as a student of English familiar with Hamlet, 
she was inspired by Ophelia’s fate (spoiler alert – she 
drowned) to create her final piece – Ophelia’s tears. Nadine 
used plastic drops to symbolise tears.

‘Nadine is incredibly creative and extremely passionate 
about Art & Design. Creativity runs through her veins and 
she creates a contagious creative buzz amongst her peers 
with her incredibly artistic vibe.’ Ms Cooper

S
potlight on N

adine 

20    GCA Issue 17

This has been Nadine’s final year in the sixth form, taking A Levels in 
art, textiles and English. She is waiting to hear whether she has a place 
at Central St Martin’s on the Foundation Diploma in Art and Design, with 
a view to starting a Fine Arts degree the following year.

The medium Nadine prefers working in is pencil and she is passionate about 
portraiture. 

‘I have had a lot of support, not only from my teachers, but also from taking part 
in summer schools such as Insights 
(University of the Arts London) 
and Arts Emergency, a mentoring 
charity. With Insights, I specialised in 
photography, taking my own culture 
and that of my parents as my theme. I 
wanted to show that art is all around 
you when you have the time and are 
willing to look.’

The Insights programme gave Nadine 
support in building her portfolio and one of the other big benefits was an 
automatic interview at Central St Martin’s.

‘Arts Emergency assigned me a mentor from the Tate, who was so supportive. 
She put me in touch with other artists and teachers and helped me to network. 
I’m especially grateful to her for advising me how to do a step-by-step plan. 
I sometimes think but don’t act on my thoughts – my mentor grounded me. 
Another plus was the help we were given to get grants for equipment.’

 
Nadine Castillo La Torre - a self-portrait

 
Portrait in pencil

 
researching across the 
centuries

 
First cut

 
Adding a nosegay

 
ophelia’s tears
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It’s good to know that our talented artists have already been offered 
places on their first preference HE course. Congratulations to:

Basos Hama and 
Rafael Mandache, 
both of whom 
have places on 
the BA Interior 
and Spatial 
Design at the 
University of 
the Arts London 
(Camberwell 
College).

Jessica Mendes Moniz, who will 
take up her place on the Foundation 
Diploma at the University of the 
Arts London (London College of 
Communication).

David Gren, who will be going to the 
University of the Arts London for a BA 
in Design Management.

What are they looking forward to?

‘Freedom and having more 
independence. Having time to devote 
solidly to one subject. Parties.’ David

‘Developing my skills and 
understanding more about design.’ 
Rafael

‘Learning new skills in my field and 
meeting new people with similar 
interests.’ Basos

Budding artists can learn from 
the experience of GCA alumna 
Hinal Patel, who took A Levels in 
product design, art and design, 
and information technology 
in 2016 and is now working 
freelance.

Hinal studied graphic design at the 
University of Portsmouth, graduating 
with a BA in 2020. She strongly 
recommends a degree course that 
incorporates a work placement:

‘After completing my second year, 
my tutor was very helpful when 
searching for industrial placements. 
During the placement, I was able to 
apply the skills and knowledge I had 
gained. Working in a team (during 
placement and through university) 
was enjoyable and valuable as it gave 
me the opportunity to see how other 
designers creatively responded to the 
brief as well as how differentiation 
and teamwork are valued in the 
workplace.

‘I am now freelancing and my 
portfolio has been very helpful in 
finding potential clients. I am able 
to showcase what I can achieve for 
them. My portfolio also played a big 
role when being interviewed for job 
opportunities. 

‘Being involved in an iterative 
design process from inception to 
completion has given me a better 
understanding of project management 
and timescales when handling and 
prioritising across multiple projects. 
This is very helpful when managing 
several deadlines for my freelance 
projects. I was also able to work on a 
self-promotion module at university, 
which prepared me for all things 
freelance and how to start up your 
own studio. Some of my lecturers 
owned their own studios; getting 
advice and learning from their 
experience was very helpful.’ 

 
Basos Hama

 
David Gren

 
rafael Mandache

...strongly 
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The Foundation recognises that lots of the work, projects and schemes that 
young people take part in would not be possible without the support of their 
adult leaders so they created the Leader Award. This year, Ms Taylor won 
GCA’s Leader Award.

‘Ms Taylor has done a great job 
establishing the debating club and 
keeping it going during lockdown 
when face-to-face debates could 
not take place. She is extremely 
inclusive in her approach, never 
turning anyone away. Her infectious 
enthusiasm has inspired teams 
across the age groups, who have all 
developed public speaking skills as 
well as self-confidence.’  Mr Corrigan

W
ell done
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Aaron, 9JA, nominated by Ms Jack: ‘Aaron 
is one of the most positive students I’ve 
come across. He takes on challenges 
with enthusiasm and a smile, whilst 
facing setbacks with determination 
and a willingness to “dig deeper”. He’s 
funny, creative and thinks deeply about 
important things. I find him rather 
inspirational!’ Mr Coles adds that Aaron 
is a great ambassador for the arts.

The Jack Petchey Achievement Awards

This award scheme is run by the Jack Petchey Foundation. Over the 
year, nine students in Years  7-11 and three in the sixth form receive 
an award celebrating their achievement in some area  of school life. 
The Foundation gives the school funds for each of the months that 
we make the award and the winners help choose how to spend the 
money to support a school activity. Our deserving winners are:

Dahlia, 7SP, nominated by Mr Horner: 
‘Dahlia worked extremely well 
throughout the lockdown period and 
really set the tone for the rest of her 
year group. She is very focused and 
works well both independently and as 
part of a team, contributing effectively 
to other students’ success.’ 

Anna, 11PG, nominated by Ms 
Mansbridge: ‘Anna is a wonderful 
student, who is hardworking and always 
completes her work to the highest 
standard. Her commitment during 
lockdown was outstanding. Anna is a 
great example to her fellow students 
and an asset to her year group.’

Klaudia, 12CA, nominated by Ms 
Karmann and Mr Unwin. Ms Mirza and 
Mr Corrigan say that Klaudia worked 
particularly hard both during the 
lockdown period, staying completely 
focused on her studies and coping well 
with independent learning. Klaudia has 
also been a great ambassador for the 
school, acting as a guide for visitors.

Tanvir, 10JK, nominated by 
Ms Saunders: ‘Tanvir worked really 
hard and consistently over the 
lockdown period and was always ready 
to go the extra mile to improve his 
knowledge and understanding. He is 
an “absolute star”.’ 

 
Ms Taylor
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Yi Ping, 10PM, nominated by Mr 
Knappert: ‘Yi Ping has been a 
committed, conscientious and 
consistent member of one of our 
robotics teams for a number of years 
and spends a lot of free time helping 
younger students develop their skills. 
She is a great ambassador for the 
school when acting as a tour guide for 
prospective pupils and parents.’

Rozerin, 9FZ, nominated by Ms Cooper: 
‘Rozerin has shown exceptional 
creative talent in Textiles, going above 
and beyond what was expected of her. 
During lockdown, she presented her 
work online showing the steps she had 
taken to sketch out her design ideas 
so beautifully in digital format. 
She has inspired her fellow students 
to aim high.’

Sheik, 12CA, nominated by Ms 
Bouchereau: ‘Sheik started his sixth 
form sports studies bursting with 
enthusiasm and he is an exceptionally 
strong role model. He is supporting 
younger students in lots of areas, 
including in GCSE classes, and is 
coaching the Y7 girls’ basketball team. 
I am sure they will all benefit from his 
efforts, knowledge and skills.’

Zora, 7JL, nominated by Mr Horner, 
who says she always goes above and 
beyond in all her academic work.  Ms 
Loosely, Zora’s form tutor, says: ‘Zora 
is creative and hard-working. She 
is incredibly helpful – whilst home 
learning, when other students in the 
class had problems, she would always 
help them out. Zora is a real asset to 
7JL and to GCA.’ 

Daniel, 7RP, nominated by Ms 
Pellegrino: ‘Daniel is a great student, 
polite, kind, a good team worker.  He 
always follows my instructions and 
is always ready to learn, achieving 
great results. I am really happy to have 
him in my form and science class.’ Mr 
Chorley praises Daniel for confidently 
taking creative risks and reflecting 
critically on his work. 

Zelal, 13YW, nominated by Ms 
Karmann and Mr Unwin. Ms Wallace, 
Zelal’s form tutor, says: ‘Zelal has been 
an exemplar student who constantly 
works to improve her grades.  She 
goes beyond the call of duty doing 
extra work to improve her grades, 
reading high standard books to inform 
her knowledge base and she shares 
her knowledge with her peers.’

Mr Holt nominated Jaydon, 11PG, for 
his commitment to the school’s sailing 
programme over the years. Since he 
started sailing in Year 8, Jaydon has 
competed with great success against 
professional sailors in numerous 
races, including the prestigious 
Fastnet race.

Much of his recent experience has 
been in a boat called Riot, which he 
refurbished himself.



Enjoy a small sample of the creative 
pieces students produced in the last 
weeks of Lockdown 2

Poetry corner
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Years 7 and 8 tackled a free writing challenge with gusto – thanks to Drishika, Samanda, Annie and Hennadii 
for their poems lauding their favourite foods.

Waffles

The Red GooOh, my breakfast 

Pringles

Y7 students have been studying Buddhism in RE.

Nicol, 7SD wrote this poem about enlightenment:

Nothing was real, nothing at all, the cars are not flying, the 
children aren’t tall. It’s not always sunny, it does sometimes 
rain, and people that die can’t come back again. The grass 
is not blue and the sky is not pink, the trees cannot walk 
and the shoes cannot think. Day time is sunny and night 
gets me frightened, it’s not all a fairy-tale and I’ve just been 
enlightened.

And here is a poem by Aaliyah, 7GM/CN

The people don’t look happy 
The sky isn’t blue
I feel useless like the soles of my shoe
Of course we have a purpose, we all do
But as humans we don’t have a clue
All life is suffering they would say
All we can do now is pray
We can feel happy, sad and frightened
But it’s all worth it when you become enlightened.



Poetry corner
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Year 9s were asked for a piece that would show life from the perspective of a caged bird. Thanks to Corey and 
Jamal for their insightful poems and to Rozerin for her superb drawing.

Caged (every day) 

A sonnet

Writing a Sonnet This poem is about my fave anime character, 
Pro Hero Hawks, and then the last two lines 
are about his friend but rival in the anime, 
Dabi, who is a villain and my second fave 
character.

David and 
Simran, Y8, 
had a go 
at writing 
a sonnet – 
enjoy their 
impressive 
work. 

Caged bird
by Jamal, 9JA

I am a bird, a bird that’s caged

Blinded by my oppressors and blinded by rage

Feeling like a project for a dishonourable mage

Longing for freedom in any day or age

Why is it like it, why did it happen this way

I sit in my cage for the entire day

While my tormentors frolic and roll in the hay

Wishing for me to be their servant, to listen and obey

How I wish that I can be free

To be out in the world experiencing glee

Out on the land or out near the sea

To live in a nest in a deciduous tree

But I’m not free, I’m a bird in a cage
Blinded by my oppressors and blinded by rage
Yearning to be infinitely disengaged
Longing for freedom in any day or age



A big cheer for Bismark and Eden-Miah, Y10, for taking 1st 
and 3rd place in this national competition.

Nowhere
by Bismark Fosu

I come from rice and chicken, plantain and sugar cane
I come from imagining what things
Taste like without trying it

I come from a family that never stays
Moving from place to place
Never seeming to take a break

I come from a Christian country
but filled with immorality
I come from different nationalities that can’t define me

 I come from a simulation not reality
It can’t be that people get judged because of
Their skin colour or the language they speak

 I come from a race that is filled with pride and history
but most never heard or seen
Because it was never given that ‘freedom of speech’

‘I entered the competition because I related to the theme 
of “belonging”; sometimes I find it hard to understand 
who I am as a person and what I want to be represented 
as. What I like about writing poetry is the same as I feel 
about music, as both music and poetry allow me to pour 
out the emotions I am feeling at the time. 

‘My favourite poem from the Belonging Anthology is “We 
Refugees”. The author Benjamin Zephaniah talks about 
the injustice that many people face even today. He creates 
a sense of abandonment and prejudice by expressing how 
where he comes from, people are tortured, oppressed, and 
driven out of their homes with no hope of coming back. 
This poem touched me deeply, as even though I am not 
living in an area where I am oppressed or tortured, I can 
understand how it feels to see someone you love deeply 
or to whom you are close, die, be tortured or discriminated 
against for the colour of their skin or for not coming from 
the same background.’

Inspired

S
peak your m
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26    GCA Issue 17

Back in 2020, Pearson, the UK’s largest qualification awarding 
organisation, asked students in Years 9-11 to celebrate their latest 
collection of poems, Belonging, by taking inspiration from one of the 
poems, In Wales, wanting to be Italian, and writing their own.

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge
Every year, groups of Y10 students take part in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge.

 
Bismark Fosu

It all starts with an interactive 
workshop, led by a Speakers 
Trust trainer. 

This year, the workshop took place 
online. Y10s shared knowledge and 
insights on overcoming nerves. 
They learned how to listen and 
work together to give positive and 
constructive feedback to one another. 
The trainer shared top tips for 
speaking in public before each student 
was given time to use all these skills to 
build their own speech. 

By the end of the workshop every 
student had delivered a speech 
they had created from scratch to 
their classmates. Six students were 
shortlisted to take part in a mini 
‘assembly’ final in front of their 

teachers via Zoom. The teachers 
then voted for the students they 
believed deserved to go through 
to the live digital final, where they 
would compete against students from 
schools across London and Essex.

Congratulations to the two girls 
selected to take part in the final. Yi 
Ping was the winner, with her speech 
‘Enough’, in which she challenged 
Chinese beauty standards, whilst 
recognizing, at the same time, their 
impact on herself. 

 
Yi Ping

 
Anda
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Among the Rose Ones 
by Eden-Miah Ross

Rose girls propped up in glass vases

Perfect bodies, perfect faces.

Yellow ones bleached with agony

Sullen with rage, sick with envy.

Rose girls bandaged in scarlet threads

Carefully draped, beautifully bred.

Mustard ones smothered in dull rags

Everything to hide, nothing to brag.

Reaching towards the sky like I don’t care

In hopes that one day you’ll see me standing there

If only I could slip out of this yellow costume

Then just maybe someday this sunflower could bloom

But...

I’m just a sunflower

A little funny

If I were a rose 

Maybe you’d pick me

But I know that you don’t have a clue

How much I would give to live like the rose girls do.

‘My poem was simply inspired by the harsh reality of the 
world. I wanted to think of something more creative and 
outside the box to portray the idea that people are treated 
in society based on appearance and so I used flowers.

‘The two very different flowers represent two types of 
people in society. Rose Ones refer to those with undeniable 
“beauty”. The Yellow Ones, later revealed to be sunflowers, 
represent those who long to be like the roses – the centres 
of attention who receive special treatment.

‘One thing I love about poetry is that there is no right 
or wrong. You can be completely unorthodox and 
unconventional. To an extent, there aren’t really any 
rules. Similar to story writing, you can mess around with 
structure to help communicate your ideas, feelings and 
message. I feel through poetry you learn the extreme 
significance of words. A poem can be five lines long and 
communicate a message worth a thousand words.’

When asked how she felt to be selected as a winner, Eden 
responded, ‘Honestly, I was very surprised. I thought my 
poem wasn’t good so I was quite pleased with myself! I’m 
really glad that my class was encouraged to take part.’

 
Eden-Miah

Anda was our runner-up, with her speech ‘Smart vs Stupid’, in which she 
argued that the two words are used too often to label and judge people – 
very much to their detriment. 

A big thank you to Ms Bullock for organising the training and supporting 
Yi Ping and Anda at the digital final in March, which was...

‘A brilliantly organised event 
where the girls spoke with passion, 
authenticity and originality.’ 
Ms Bullock 

‘Despite being digital, it felt very real 
and uplifting to watch.’ 
Ms Onoszko

Hot off the press – we had 
to sneak this in at the last 
minute!
We are excited to say that GCA has 
been selected as one of 100 schools 
to take part in Pearson’s Lit in Colour 
programme, aimed at diversifying the 
curriculum. It means free resources 
(texts and teaching ideas) and CPD 
for the next couple of years, including 
300 new library books and support 
for encouraging reading diverse texts 
beyond the classroom. We’ll tell you 
more on our website soon.



New this year – Bedrock Learning
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‘Language is the foundation of all learning. That is why, since the beginning of summer term, all students in 
KS3 have access to a platform called Bedrock Learning, which focuses on developing academic vocabulary. 
The program is self-paced and uses powerful, intelligent algorithms to personalise the way language is 
taught and reinforced for each student. As consistent work is most effective, the students are expected to 
get 20 Bedrock points a week, as part of their independent work. So far, many students have gone above 
and beyond the minimum required and, like Saif 9CB and Saeed 9LA, have acquired more than 200 points 
per week!’ Ms Onoszko

Feedback from students has been overwhelmingly positive:

‘The interface is simple and easy to 
use. Audio settings are also included 
to make your learning even better.’ 
Arthur 7FZ

‘Bedrock is amazing! It has improved 
mine and other students’ vocab and 
grammar. Bedrock helps you not 
only to spell the word better, but to 
understand the meaning. The program 
itself is designed to adapt to your 
level and help you improve at your 
own pace.’ Dom 9MB

‘Bedrock is the type of homework that 
is actually fun. You learn three words 
every lesson – words like sprint, 
greed or athleticism. ‘ Kyeron 7CN

‘Excellent! It has enhanced both my 
reading and speaking skills, as well 
as my confidence. The right choice 
if you are looking for a program that 
incentivises creative learning.’ 
Vitorio 9FZ*

*We think Vitorio should work for 
Bedrock’s marketing department.

‘During the past 15 years of 
working in GCA’s English 
Faculty, Bedrock Learning is 
definitely the best platform 
I have come across for 
not just improving pupils’ 
vocabulary, but also building 
their general knowledge 
and confidence expressing 
themselves. Parents – please 
encourage your child to make 
the most of it!’ Mr Bird

Another innovation - hybrid book clubs
Ms Swinyard trialled hybrid book clubs for Yrs 7 and 8, where students could choose to take part by meeting in the library 
once a week to discuss books and do activities such as quizzes and crafts, and/or to join the Microsoft Team and do the 
same activities at home. 

Q   Can you think of any synonyms for ‘hybrid’? How many?
Year 7s have been taking part in BiblioBuzz – the Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award. They discuss books they enjoy 
and have been reading the six shortlisted BiblioBuzz books. (The shortlist is drawn up by a panel of librarians including 
our Miss Swinyard, who is one of the 
founders of the competition.) 
Towards the end of the summer term, 
along with students from 25 other 
schools, they will vote for the book 
they like best.

In 2020, the six authors each posted 
an online video, talking about their 
book and setting a creative writing 
competition but at the moment we are 
still in the dark as to what will happen 
this year.

Let’s hear from Lorin,7JL, one of the Y7 
members:

‘I joined the book club because I wanted to find some new books to read. I really like the Princess Diaries series and I 
read them in a day. They are written in diary format from a first person perspective so you get a good sense of how she’s 
feeling as she talks about herself and other people.’

Members of the Y8 club have been reading the books on the shortlist for the national Carnegie Medal. They also enjoyed 
casting a critical eye over the books’ cover designs. Nick, 8JA, voted for Run Rebel by Manjeet Mann.

 
Lorin

 
Best book cover



Authors online 
Alex Wheatle
Students in Years 8+ joined with schools around the country to listen to Alex talk 
about his latest book, Cane Warriors. 

‘Irresistible, gripping and unforgettable, Cane Warriors follows the true story 
of Tacky’s War in Jamaica, 1760. His Crongton Knights series about a group of 
characters who live on the fictional Crongton estate in London, is one of GCA’s 
most popular series. Lots of copies in the library so do try!’ Ms Swinyard

Michael Morpurgo
Y7s studied Michael Morpurgo’s book Private Peaceful as a class reader, so it 
was wonderful to hear him speak about it in a virtual author visit. Morpurgo told 
anecdotes about his life and how he is inspired by conversations or things which 
happen to him.

Wendy Shearer
Local storyteller Wendy Shearer has visited GCA in the past to narrate Greek 
myths – linking to  the Y7 curriculum. This year Wendy sent us some 
special films of her re-tellings of King Midas, and Odysseus and the 
Cyclops, which proved popular in lessons. We look forward to having 
her back on site in the future.

Ms Swinyard hasn’t been able to run so many break, lunchtime or 
class sessions in the library due to Covid restrictions so it was good to 
have a chance for our year bubbles to look through all the new books 
over a week in March and to see so many in a range of languages as 
well as lots of graphic novels and plays.
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Three years old – Mandarin at GCA
Hi, I am Ms Jia, GCA’s (relatively) new Mandarin teacher, since September 2020. Our school has been part of the Mandarin 
Excellence Programme (MEP) for three years, and I am happy to be part of this moving forward.

The MEP is organised by the UCL IOE Confucius Institute for Schools on behalf of the Department for Education and in 
partnership with the British Council and gives participating secondary schools the chance to offer intensive Mandarin 
language learning. Usually, students are given the opportunity to take part in a residential intensive language course in 
either China or the UK (e.g. at the University of Nottingham in 2019) and China. Sadly, due to the pandemic, the Intensive 
Study events in China and Nottingham didn’t take place in 2020 but virtual events are being planned once again.

Alongside the opportunity to learn Mandarin, the MEP has multiple benefits including offering a unique and sometimes 
life-changing cultural experience, and building pupils’ confidence, resilience, and self-esteem. Not to mention the multiple 
work opportunities it creates for the future.



Give thanks for the pollinators

In touch w
ith nature 
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We have pollinators to thank for every third mouthful we eat. Many 
species of bee, moth, butterfly, hoverfly, fly and beetle provide an 
essential service globally for free, pollinating hundreds of millions of 
pounds’ worth of crops annually.

Angela and Priya are doing their Duke 
of Edinburgh bronze award and their 
work in the garden will help them fulfil 
one of  the requirements of the award 
– helping the community/environment.

Committee members also planned, 
made and sold gluten-free brownies 
and Easter egg crispy cakes at an 
Easter bake sale, raising £48, which 
they will spend to improve the area. 

 
Firming the ground

 
Appropriately attired

 
GCA’s very own tadpoles

 
Priya and Angela

 
An Easter treat

 
Clearing some space

Not only do they pollinate our food 
crops, but they’re also vital for the 
survival of many of the trees and 
plants that provide habitats for 
wildlife. But pollinators are under 
threat – for example, three bumblebee 
species have become extinct in 
recent decades. 

                   ‘If we die, we’re taking you 
                    with us.’
                                        The Bees   

What can we do?
GCA students and staff are doing their 
bit, not only to make our environment 
more visually attractive but also to 
attract and protect pollinators.

‘The Eco Committee, made up of Yrs 
10 & 11 students, meets every Tuesday 
lunchtime. The committee conducted 
an environmental review of GCA and 
are working towards the school’s 
first ever Eco Schools Bronze Badge. 
They have identified three areas of 
the grounds that need work and are 
working to improve these areas and 
biodiversity across the school. 

‘In the spring term, a gardening 
team started work on an outdoor 
biodiversity area, collecting 
litter, planting trees and sowing 
wildflowers. Their plan is to create 
a calm natural area to be used 
by students and as an outdoor 
classroom. ’ Ms Heyes 



A farming life
8FM had a chance to find out more 
about farming life when they took 
part in a ‘Facetime a farmer scheme’. 
Winston Perry of Harrison’s farm in 
Axminster gave them a virtual tour of 
his farm and livestock and answered 
their questions on a range of topics.

Students were learning about weather 
and climate and particularly wanted to 
ask Winston about the effects of climate 
change on his farm and his produce.

Here are Winston’s 
answers to a few of 
the questions:

Debishi:  How has 
climate change 
affected farming? 

Harrison:  What’s 
the worst and best 
weather for farming? 

‘The farm hasn’t been affected directly 
yet but there are now more extremes 
of certain weather conditions – longer 
wet spells and longer dry spells – than 
in my father’s and grandfather’s times. 
This makes it more difficult to grow 
certain crops. So, the worst weather is 
either very hot or very wet – we prefer 
a mild, temperate climate.’

Theodore:  How has Covid affected 
your farm? 

‘On a day-to-day basis there hasn’t 
really been an effect – the cows are 
not aware of Covid! However some of 
our buyers and suppliers have been 
affected, causing delays.’

Our Tranquillity Garden
Mr Coles and his willing band of 
gardeners have been regenerating an 
overgrown area of the school grounds 
into a quiet outdoor space. The project 
is a great opportunity for students to 
learn new skills whilst developing their 
own understanding of nature. It’s early 
days yet and Mr Coles is keen to get as 
many students as possible involved – 
any volunteers?

Aaron is 
one of the 
keenest 
of the gardening club 
but then he does have 
lots of experience. 
He and his mum have 
been helping elderly 
neighbours to transform 
their overgrown garden 
– washing down the 
paving, cutting the long 
grass and pruning vines. 

What’s the garden like now, Aaron?  ‘A paradise!’

In touch w
ith nature 
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7GM/CN planted strawberries with 
Ms Mendi and are hoping for a 
bumper crop.

 
Breaking up the clay soil – heavy going!

 
Winston being 
nudged by a cow

 
But we don’t want to scare 
away the birds, Mr Coles! 

 
Aaron

From our nature correspondence, Dr Cholij
During the first lockdown we were 
blessed with much fine weather and 
I was able to spend many absorbing 
hours observing the wildlife in 
my garden and in nearby Finsbury 
Park. Centre stage was our pond. 
I was fortunate to be able to keep 
detailed records of the emergence, 
and subsequent breeding, of Large 
Red Damselflies over many weeks. 
And so I know that this year our first 
damselflies emerged some 9 days 

later than last year (though once again 
the earliest recorded in the London 
area). Inclement weather, however, has 
delayed breeding. Toads returned even 
later to our pond, but Common Newts 
have been active for a while.

This year we were able to travel 
further afield to Lee Valley, where 
early Saturday morning starts were 
rewarded with close views of Muntjac 
deer – and once of a little owl! Spring 

is a wonderful time of the year, with 
birds in dazzling breeding plumage, 
such as black-headed gulls (common 
at school during the winter months) 
and a resplendent male mandarin 
duck, photographed in Trent Park. 
Back at Finsbury Park the Egyptian 
geese were the first to have goslings. 
As I write, there are now Canada and 
Greylag goslings aplenty, while a swan 
is sitting on several eggs in her nest on 
the New River.

 
Muntjac deer

 
Mandarin duck

 
Large red Damselfly

 
Black-headed Gull

 
Mute Swan



Discover your talent – and take pride in it
Did you know Ms Saini is a gifted artist with an interest in nature photography? 

She zoomed in on these creatures and flowers for us:

Have Ms Saini’s photos inspired you to take up photography?   To look around you at the natural world? To write about 
nature? To paint?

What’s your talent?

You eat and exercise to look after your body. How are you taking 
care of your brain, mind and soul? Take inspiration here…

Look after yourself
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Nourish your brain – learn a new language
The many cognitive benefits of learning languages are undeniable. People who 
speak more than one language have improved memory, problem-solving and 
critical-thinking skills, enhanced concentration, ability to multitask, and better 
listening skills. There are economic benefits too – employers like taking on 
people with language skills.

We have so many talented linguists in the school, including many proud to call 
themselves multilingual or polyglot.  

We asked some of our polyglots why they chose to study two languages at 
GCA. Giovana, whose native language is Portuguese, and is studying French 
and Spanish, said that she wants to travel and meet people, while being able 
to speak to them in their own language. Maria, a native Polish speaker learning 
French and German, simply loves learning languages, as does Spanish and 
German speaking Eliezer. 

We discovered another student ready to have a go at a new language. 
Robert, 11LS, is a native Romanian speaker who studied German, Spanish and 
Latin at KS3 (as well as English, of course). He took up French at KS4, taking his 
GCSE after two years. then, during lockdown, he had a go at Japanese! 
What next, Robert?

Improve your memory 
and planning skills 
– play chess
Why is the club so popular?

‘Chess makes you think.’ Nicol, 7SD

‘No game is the same.’ Antony, 7SP

‘It’s good to be able to play with your 
friends.’ Oliver, 7HJ

‘We meet every Thursday lunchtime 
and there’s been great enthusiasm 
from the Year 7s. They have picked up 
the game really quickly and shown 
some fantastic progress over the year 
– Magnus Carlson watch out!’ 
Mr Horner

 
Shield bug

 
Cross orbweaver

 
Dahlia

 
Clematis

 
Fuchsia

 
Giovana, Eliezer and Maria
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Observe the night sky and open up your mind
Let Mr Farrant tell you how.

By observing the movement of objects in the night sky we get a sense of the spinning Earth.  On a clear night, find the 
moon and a few stars, and then look again an hour later.  You’ll see they all appear to have moved across the sky.  But they 
haven’t.  It’s you that has moved in that hour so that they appear in a different part of the sky.  

This is one of the reasons I love astronomy.  With just a bit of 
knowledge, observing the night sky can really open up your mind 
and your imagination.

The position of the stars in the sky has stayed the same for 
hundreds of thousands of years. Recognising constellations can be 
fun, but I love tracking the movement of the Moon and the planets 
against the stars.

Next time you see the Moon, try to see where it is at the same time 
the next day.  You’ll find it has moved position, it’s not much, but 
it’s still quite a big jump.  Have a look at the two pictures here to 
give you an idea.

As we move into autumn, Jupiter and Saturn will be bright and easy 
to spot in the evening sky.  As autumn moves into winter, their 
position in the sky changes, and that’s mainly because the Earth 
moves MUCH quicker than Jupiter and Saturn.  And so, as we orbit 
the Sun, we leave them behind…only to catch up with them again 
next year.

I get a massive kick out of imagining the night sky in 3D.  I know 
that the Earth, the planets and the Moon are essentially all on the 
same disc orbiting the Sun.  I imagine that disc when I look up at 
the planets and the Moon.  I imagine the Sun in the middle of the 
disc and the Earth in its place – a huge sphere that’s silently and 
inexorably orbiting the Sun.

After autumn half term, we will hopefully be able to see Jupiter and Saturn in the night sky using the school’s telescopes.  
Now that’s always a magnificent sight.  Watch out for more information nearer the time.

Develop hand-eye 
coordination and fine 
motor skills – take up 
knitting (we have two 
clubs!)

)

Calm down – hold a guinea pig close*
Guinea pigs help calm people 
down because you have to be 
calm when you hold them and 
speak in a low voice. They like 
to be held close to your chest 
because, if they can hear your 
heart is steady, they calm 
down too. 

*Only at the convenience of 
Zinc and Comet and under Ms 
Tesseyman’s strict supervision.

 
Friday 17 September 2021 after sunset – looking south

 
Thursday 16 September 2021 after sunset – looking south

 
Ayo and Zinc (Comet was hiding)



Where are they now?
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You will see the impressive HE and career histories of some of GCA’s alumni elsewhere in this magazine – 
here are a few more. Be inspired!

Don’t be afraid to change your career path
Daniel Brade gained his BSc Urban Planning, Design and Management at 
University College London in 2018. As part of his degree, he completed 
internships in local government and the private sector but what determined the 
next step was his decision to take Japanese classes at UCL, where he heard about 
a programme offering graduates a chance to teach English in Japan.

‘I taught English for two years in Tokyo and also guided students through 
the application process to overseas universities, holding workshops, cultural 
adaptation seminars and one-to-one mock interviews. It was a completely 
different environment from what I was used to and I had to learn to adapt and 
change to be able to fit in with society. My Japanese was still very basic and I 
had to work out ways to communicate effectively.’

Back from Japan, Daniel changed 
direction again, taking up a place at 
the London School of Economics on an 
MSc in Local Economic Development, 
which he will complete soon. However, 
rather than going back into the field 
of urban planning, he is now set on a 
career in teaching. He has a place on 
a PGCE course in geography at Oxford 
University but is also interested in 
teaching economics or government 
and politics – making use of all his 
experience.

‘I really enjoyed teaching in Japan 
and my experience taught me how 
to take an individual approach to 
things. Students are unique and have 
different experiences and motivations 
– spending time understanding them 
allowed me to adjust material to their 
specific needs.’

Mirela Ivanova – a New 
Generation Thinker
Every year, BBC Radio 3 and the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) hold a nationwide search 
for academics with game changing 
ideas that will resonate with a wide 
audience. The New Generation 
Thinkers are chosen for their ability 
to communicate complex ideas and 
change the way we think. 

Mirela achieved three A*s at A Level.  
After graduating from Wadham 
College, Oxford, in 2015 with a BA 
(Hons) History, she did her DPhil 
at Balliol, before joining University 
College as a Junior Research 
Fellow. Her research work explores 
how communities used to define 
themselves in the past, and how 
these definitions resonate in the 
contemporary history of Eastern 
Europe.

We expect to see and hear much 
more of Mirela, particularly as New 
Generation Thinkers have gone 
on to become the face of major TV 
documentaries and regular figures in 
public debate.

 
Daniel with one of his students in Tokyo

 
Mirela

Two other alumni who have decided to go into teaching are Tia 
Williams, currently completing her PGCE in drama at Goldsmiths 
and Khiry Johnson who’ll be starting his PGCE in PE in the autumn. 

You can read more about the impressive achievements of GCA alumni on 
our website: 

www.greigcityacademy.co.uk



Why all the bee talk?
Well, our big news as we go to press is that we have our very own hive of bees. 
Mr Hilmi and his eager band of helpers built the palatial hive, Mr Bird and his 
army of volunteers sowed masses of wildflower seeds and veteran beekeeper Mr 
Porter lent his considerable expertise. 

Keep up with all the bee news on our 
website over summer and watch out 
for GCA honey hitting the shelves (best 
give them some time though!). 

Thank you
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Thanks!
This year’s lockdowns meant that lessons were again delivered online for over half a term and the need for 
laptops and other devices was high.

We thank all these organisations for their generous donations that have made a significant difference to our students’ 
experience of online learning:

➢ The Greig Trust and the Tallow Chandlers’ Company for very generous financial donations

➢ Every Child on Line for 20 refurbished laptops and 30 refurbished desktop computers

➢ Jasmine Velani and Encouraging Equality – a Community 
Interest Company – for the donation of 10 laptops 
as well as a 3D printer, which is a great asset for our 
D&T department

➢ The Worshipful Company of Information Technologists via 
Livery Schools Link for a £2,000 grant

➢ Kenneth Underhill and ICSR for raising funds from 
members of the insurance community for 
10 Chromebooks

 
Aleynasu and Andrew took delivery of the Chromebooks

What is small, black and yellow 
and drops things?

A fumble bee

What does a bee use to style 
its hair?

A honeycomb

What do you call a bee that lives 
in America?

A USB

Vocab: What does ‘mellifluous’ 
mean and how does it relate 
to bees?

 
They’ve arrived!

 
Sowing seeds

 
Hey bees - here’s your new home



Greig City Academy is a Church of England 
co-educational comprehensive school for students 

aged 11 to 19. 
GCA’s Principal 

Paul Sutton oBE, BSc (Hons), MA
GCA’s Chair of Governors 
Hugh reynolds MA oxon 

Sponsorship
The Greig Trust and the Church of England sponsor Greig City Academy.  David Greig, 
a successful local businessman, founded the Greig Trust in memory of his parents in 

1949.  The Trust was established to provide funds to assist in the education of Hornsey 
children in accordance with the Christian faith.

Greig City Academy, High Street, Hornsey, London N8 7NU 
T: 020 8609 0100   E: enquiries@greigcityacademy.co.uk   W: www.greigcityacademy.co.uk
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