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Hinal Patel 
 
Hinal took her A levels in product design, art and design, and information technology in 2016 and then 
went on to the University of Portsmouth, graduating in 2020 with a BA in Graphic Design. 
 
‘Whilst studying art and design I spoke to Mr Chorley frequently regarding his studies at university. I was 
always fascinated by his approach to our projects and his graphic design Influence on our work. Having 
initial thoughts about studying graphic design at university, this was confirmed after an event was 
hosted in the drama theatre at school by BLUP Studio. I was inspired and impressed by what Dines ( Co-
Founder & Creative Director) has accomplished after completing his degree in graphic design. Hearing 
his story and what he achieved through university to then be able to own a design studio was very 
motivating. This event was very helpful in deciding what I wanted to pursue at university. After this 
experience, I was determined to complete my degree and hopefully start my own design studio.  
 
‘After completing my second year, my tutor was very helpful when searching for industrial 
placements. During my work placement, I was able to gain real-life work experience and apply the skills 
and knowledge I had gained. I also thought working in a team (during placement and through university) 
was enjoyable and valuable as it gave me the opportunity to see how other designers creatively 
responded to the brief as well as how differentiation and teamwork are valued in the workplace. 
 
‘One of my ideas for a project I worked on during my placement year was implemented to final delivery. 
My manager was very happy as was the client. 
 
‘I am now freelancing and my portfolio has been very helpful in finding potential clients. I am able to 
showcase what I can achieve for them. My portfolio also played a big role when being interviewed for 
job opportunities.  
 
‘Being involved in an iterative design process from inception to completion has enabled a better 
understanding of project management and timescale when handling and prioritising across multiple 
projects. This understanding is very helpful when staying organised and managing several deadlines for 
my freelance projects. I was also able to work on a self-promotion module at university which prepared 
me for all things freelance and how to start up your own studio. Some of my lecturers owned their own 
studios, getting advice and learning from their experience was very helpful.  
 
Hinal is looking to start a Master’s in Marketing in September 2021.  
 
She is grateful for the support and encouragement she received at GCA: 
 
‘Arriving at university I came to realise I was really lucky to have been able to visit many universities 
throughout my A levels as other students did not have this advantage. I also came to discover not 
everyone had had the application/personal statement guidance I was given during sixth form. I feel like 
all the teachers through the school encouraged students to work hard and to study hard to reach their 
potential and do the best they could in the future. Teachers throughout school pushed everyone to 
accomplish to their highest ability which for me personally I have carried through my life. I find myself 
always pushing to achieve the best I can for myself in my personal and work life.  
  


