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Joseph graduated from GCA in 2016 with grade As in biology, chemistry, maths and physics at A 

level. He followed this with a Master of Engineering degree – MEng. Chemical Engineering – first 

class at University College London.  

He was active in the UCL Economics and Finance Society, serving as President and Chairman in 

different years, and was co-founder of the Engineering Society for which he raised a significant 

amount of sponsorship. 

During his four years at UCL, he did several internships with major investment banking and 

management consulting companies during his holidays. When he graduated, Joseph decided to 

pursue a career in investment banking rather than engineering but did not have the financial 

qualifications that are usual for this sector. However, the experience he had gained in his 

internships stood him in good stead at interview and he was taken on by a global investment 

bank as an off-cycle analyst. This involved a six- month period, in which he was given training and 

support and a chance to master the technical requirements of the role. In July 2021, Joseph will 

take up a full-time post with the bank as an investment analyst. 

Joseph has a keen interest in helping young people advance their careers and for the last 14 

months has been a member of the Youth Advisory Group of the Careers and Enterprise Company.  

When he first took his A levels in 2015, Joseph did not achieve the grades he needed for UCL but 

he was determined to study there. He did a third year in the sixth form preparing for his resits 

and is grateful for having the flexibility during that time to take up work placements and 

internships.  

Joseph believes that has experienced a snowball effect with the number of internships and other 

opportunities he has taken up – the more he did, the more and the faster he was able to do. He 

credits GCA with handing out the first piece of snow to get the ball rolling – the many simulated 

trading activities and competitions such as the Stock Market Challenge in which he took part. 

Joseph says that GCA instilled confidence in himself and his fellow students. He was always 

supported to have the confidence to compete with people ‘out there’ – those with more 

‘privileged’ lives. He learned not to be scared to ask questions when he was not sure of something 

and to get used to being embarrassed if he made a mistake, but to get over it and move on.   

‘GCA instilled a mindset which was about getting out and doing more.’ 

 

 


