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A Message from the Principal 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

It is at this stage of your child’s education that you have the opportunity to select some of 

the subjects that he or she will be able to study for the next two years. They will study 

these subjects throughout Key Stage 4 and will sit a GCSE public examination in May 

and June 2024 

 

Clearly the decision that you are just about to make is one of extreme importance to your 

son or daughter. It will require a considerable amount of discussion both at school and at 

home. This booklet, the various parents’ evenings and your individual interview will all 

aid you in that decision making process. 

 

You should read this booklet carefully and please feel free to seek advice from the school 

at any time during the next, very important, weeks. 

Mr. P.V. Sutton 

Principal 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 
 
The Key Stage 4 curriculum consists of Core Subjects, which everybody takes and 
Option Subjects, from which the students make a choice. This arrangement provides 
students with the maximum opportunity to develop their own interests and abilities, while 
at the same time making sure that they study a range of different subjects.  
 
CORE SUBJECTS (Compulsory) 

This group of subjects do not have to be chosen - everyone must do them. They are 
described on the pages nearer the front of this booklet. The full list of core subjects is: 

English (Language and Literature) 
Mathematics 
Science (Core and Additional) 
Religious Studies 
Physical Education 

OPTION SUBJECTS (Choices) The choice of which option subjects to study depends 
more on the interests and ability of the individual.  Students choose up to four optional 
subjects. The subjects we plan to include in our options are as follows.  

Fine Art 
Business Studies (GCSE) 

Finance (Technical Certificate) 
Citizenship 
Computing 

Design & Technology 
Drama (BTEC) 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
GCSE Support 

Geography 
Health & Social Care  

History 
Media Studies 
MFL: French 

MFL: German 
MFL: Spanish 
Music (BTEC) 

Physical Education (GCSE) 
Sociology 
Textiles 

Travel & Tourism 
Triple Science 



 
 

Core 
Subjects 

 
 



 
 

Option 
Subjects 

 
 

 



 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
Syllabus No: 1EN0 
Staff to contact: Ms Bassington/Ms Loosley 
 
Course Content: 
 
The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in 
English Language are to enable students to: 
● read a wide range of texts fluently and with good understanding 
● read critically and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and 
improve their own writing 
● write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
● use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately 
● acquire and apply a wide vocabulary alongside knowledge and understanding of 
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 
spoken language 
● listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English 
effectively. Spoken language will be reported as a separate grade on the 
student’s certificate.
 
Books/ Other materials/ Visits/ Field courses etc 
 
 Revision booklets and programme (in Year 11) 
 2 CGP revision guides available for sale at a discounted rate 
 Free access to Bedrock vocabulary software 
 A variety of stimulus materials, literary, non-fiction and media 

 
 
Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing – 40% of the GCSE 
: 1EN0/01 
● Externally assessed 
● Availability: May/June and November 
● First assessment: May/June 2017 
40% of the 
Overview of content 
● Study selections from a range of prose fiction. 
● Develop skills to analyse and evaluate 19th-century fiction extracts. 
● Develop imaginative writing skills to engage the reader. 
● Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.



 
Overview of assessment 
● Section A – Reading: 4 questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract. 
● Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The tasks are linked by a theme to 
the reading extract. 
● The total number of marks available is 64. 
● Assessment duration 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 
Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing 

Component 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing – 60% of GCSE 
r code: 1EN0/02 
● Externally assessed 
● Availability: May/June and November 
● First assessment: May/June 2017 
 
Overview of content 
● Study a range of 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction texts. 
● Develop skills to analyse, evaluate and compare non-fiction extracts. 
● Develop transactional writing skills for a variety of forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
● Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 
 
Overview of assessment 
● Section A – Reading: questions on two thematically linked, unseen non-fiction 
extracts. 
● Section B – Writing: a choice of two writing tasks. The tasks are linked by a 
theme to the reading extracts. 
● The total number of marks available is 96. 
● Assessment duration: 2 hours and 5 minutes. 
 
How parents can help: 
 
Parents should encourage their children to: read widely; draft and redraft written work; 
complete homework on time; and to spend time reviewing their work, especially for 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar.  There are also revision websites available, such as 
BBC Bitesize grammar. 
 
Careers and future study 
 
Students who have been successful in English have later gone on to an enormous range of 
careers including leadership roles in the private sector, the civil service and local 
government, as well as more vocational subjects including journalism, teaching/ 
lecturing, acting, writing, and further academic study.  In reality most professions will 
look for a rigorous grounding in English Language.  It is both a crucial and challenging 
subject that exposes students to new ideas and helps them to express themselves 
articulately in speaking and in writing.



 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
Syllabus No: 1ET0 
Staff to contact: Ms Bassington/Ms Loosley 
 
Course Content: 
 
The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in 
English Literature are to enable students to: 
 
● read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and 
make connections across their reading 
● read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and 
explain their understanding and ideas 
● develop the habit of reading widely and often 
● appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage, including texts from 
contemporary writers informed by Penguin’s Lit in Colour and The Black Curriculum 
● write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard 
English 
● acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including grammatical terminology, and 
other literary and linguistic terms they need to critique and analyse what they read. 
 
Books/ Other materials/ Visits/ Field courses etc. 
 
 Modern Drama: Refugee Boy 
 Novel - ‘The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ 
 Pearson’s Belonging Poetry Anthology 
 Shakespeare play – ‘Macbeth’ 
 Victorian Fiction Study 
 Revision booklets (in Year 11) 
 Flipped revision homework tasks from Year 10 
 CGP revision guides at discounted rates on set texts 
 A variety of stimulus materials, literary, non-fiction and media 
 Theatre or lecture visits (if set texts are being shown/performed) 
 
Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature – 1ET0/01 – 50% 
of the total GCSE 
 



● Externally assessed 
● Availability: May/June 
● First assessment: 2017 
50% of the 
 
Overview of content 
● Study a Shakespeare play and a post-1914 British play or novel. 
● Develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and context of 
texts can create meanings and effects. 
● Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 
 
Overview of assessment 
● Section A – Shakespeare: a two-part question, with the first task focused on 
an extract of approximately 30 lines. The second task is focused on how a 
theme reflected in the extract is explored elsewhere in the play. 
● Section B – Post-1914 British play or novel: ONE essay question. 
● The total number of marks available is 80. 
● Assessment duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
● Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination). 
 

Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789 –– 1ET0/02  
50% of the total GCSE 
 
● Externally assessed 
● Availability: May/June 
● First assessment: 2017 
50% of the 
Overview of content 
● Study a 19th-century novel and a poetry collection from the Pearson 
Poetry Anthology. 
● Develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and context of 
texts can create meanings and effects. 
● Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 
● Develop comparison skills. 
 
Overview of assessment 
● Section A – 19th-century novel: a two part question, with the first part focused on an 
extract of approximately 400 words. The second part is an essay question exploring the 
whole text. 
● Section B – Part 1: ONE question comparing a named poem from the Pearson 
Poetry Anthology collection to another poem from that collection. The named poem will 
be shown in the question paper. Part 2: ONE question comparing two unseen 
contemporary poems. 
● The total number of marks available is 80. 
● Assessment duration: 2 hours and 15 minutes. 
● Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination).



 
How parents can help. 
Parents should encourage their children to: read widely; draft and redraft written work; 
complete homework on time; and to spend time reviewing their work.  There are also a 
number of free websites students can use to broaden their knowledge of the studied texts, 
including BBC educational resources, No Fear Shakespeare, and Seneca.  Googling any 
of the studied texts will reveal many more sources of information. 
 
 
Careers and Future Study 
 
Students who have been successful in English Literature have later gone on to a wide 
variety of careers in the civil service and local government, journalism, teaching/ 
lecturing, acting, writing and further academic study.  English Literature is a challenging 
subject that exposes students to new ideas in a number of different areas, from politics to 
art, psychology to history, Feminism to Marxism. While the focus of the specification is 
the richness of British literature, students are also exposed to a broader literary heritage.  
English Literature forms the basis for a high quality education and can be used as a 
springboard to develop pupils’ understanding of the world, and our place in it. 
 



MATHEMATICS 
Examination Board:  Edexcel 

THE COURSE 

The GCSE course consists of many topics which aim to develop competence in the areas of Number, 

Algebra, Ratio, proportion and rates of change, Geometry and measures, Probability and Statistics. 

Within each topic opportunities arise for students to demonstrate their understanding of the concepts involved, 

problem solving capabilities, ability to use correct mathematical language and notation, accuracy and how well 

they can present their work. Mathematics is a key subject in the areas of science, technology, engineering and 

the business world. There are few fields of administration which do not depend on some form of statistical 

analysis. Other areas of employment with a significant mathematical content include accountancy, banking, 

actuarial work, electronic data-processing, operational research and teaching. 

ASSESSMENT 

There are two tiers of entry: foundation and higher.  There are three examination papers of equal weighting for 

each tier. Each paper will assess the students’ ability to recall, select and apply their knowledge of mathematics 

and to interpret, analyse and solve problems. Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. The qualification will 

be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total mark across all three papers where 

9 is the highest grade.  

 

Organising work and setting: 

Homework is set and checked each Monday to cover current teaching topics together with consolidation, 

revision and practice of previous work and almost always include flipped learning activities. The aim is to 

build on developing key skills and fluency with topics taught, leading to reasoning and problem solving. 

Regular assessments are given during the course to inform students of their progress and so that we can review 

and reflect on teaching strategies employed. 

All students are allocated to sets from year 7- 11. We have higher and mixed ability groups only, movement 

between sets is fluid and depends on multiple criteria. Students who are not achieving their potential are given 

in and out of class support.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMBINED SCIENCE 
 

Examination Board:      OCR           
Specification:                Gateway science 
Staff to contact:            Mr Corrigan (Deputy Head Teacher-Curriculum) and Ms Elizabeth 
Mansbridge        (Head of Science faculty) 

Course  aims 
GCSE study in sciences provides the 
foundation for understanding the material 
world. Scientific understanding is changing 
our lives and is vital to the world’s future 
prosperity, and all learners should be taught 
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, 
processes and uses of science. They should be 
helped to appreciate how the complex and 
diverse phenomena of the natural world can 
be described in terms of a small number of 
key ideas relating to the sciences which are 
both interlinked, and are of universal 
application. 
 
These key ideas include: 
 

 The use of conceptual models and 
theories to make sense of the observed 
diversity of natural phenomena 

 The assumption that every effect has 
one or more cause 

 That change is driven by differences 
between different objects and systems 
when they interact 

 That many such interactions occur over 
a distance and over time without direct 
contact. 

 That science progresses through a 
cycle of hypothesis, practical 
experimentation, observation, theory, 
development and review. 

 That quantitative analysis is a central 
element both of many theories and of 
scientific methods of enquiry 

Teaching time 
Students will study10 hours of science over a two week cycle. This means they will have a 

science lesson every day. This is taught by one teacher.  
Suitability, careers and future study 

All students that do not choose to study triple science will study combined science and will be 
studying towards a double GCSE qualification (9-9 to 1-1) 

Please note that it is still possible to study science A levels having followed the combined science 
pathway.



 
 
 
 
Content overview Assessment overview
Content is split into 18 teaching topics B1-B6, 
C1-C6 and P1-P6 and a practical activity skills 
topic CS7 

 Topic B1: Cell level systems 
 Topic B2: Scaling up 
 Topic B3: Organism level systems 
 Topic CS7: Practical skills (PAGs B1-

B5) 

 
Paper 1 (Biology) 

 
J250/01 

 
1 hour 10 minutes 

60 mark written paper 

 
16.7% 
of total 
GCSE 

 
 Topic B4: Community level systems 
 Topic B5: Interaction between systems 
 Topic B6: Global challenges 
 Topic CS7: Practical skills (PAGs B1-

B5) 
 
With assumed knowledge of B1-B3 

 
Paper 2 (Biology) 

 
J250/02 

 
1 hour 10 minutes 

60 mark written paper 

 
16.7% 
of total 
GCSE 

 

 
 Topic C1: Particles 
 Topic C2: Elements, compounds and 

mixtures 
 Topic C3: Chemical reactions 
 Topic CS7: Practical skills (PAGs C1– 

C5) 

 
Paper 3 (Chemistry) 

 
J250/03 

 
1 hour 10 minutes 

60 mark written paper 

 
16.7% 
of total 
GCSE 

 

 
 Topic C4: Predicting and identifying 

reactions and products 
 Topic C5: Monitoring and controlling 

chemical reactions 
 Topic C6: Global challenges 
 Topic CS7: Practical skills (PAG C1-

C5) 

 
Paper 4 (Chemistry) 

 
J250/04 

 
1 hour 10 minutes 

60 mark written paper 
 

 
16.7% 
of total 
GCSE 

 
 

 Topic P1: Matter 
 Topic P2: Forces 
 Topic P3: Electricity and magnetism 
 Topic CS7: Practical skills (PAGs P1-

P5) 

 
Paper 5 (Physics) 

 
J250/05 

 
1 hour 10 minutes 

60 mark written paper 
 

 
16.7% 
of total 
GCSE 

 
 
 



 

  RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

Examination Board :  Edexcel  : Beliefs in Action   
 

Staff : Ms Sheridan, Mr Horner, Ms Fraser, Mr Swaby . 
 

 

 

 

Religious education helps you to understand life in our 
multi faith world. 

It will provide you with knowledge and skills to examine 
the religious and secular beliefs that underpin and motivate 
events in all spheres of life and throughout history. We 
teach you to engage with diverse moral and spiritual issues 
with respect, empathy and discernment.  

In today's multi-faith world, a lack of  religious knowledge 
can lead to ignorance, fear, extremism, prejudice and 
conflict. All of these we seek to combat as we promote the 
academic and spiritual skills necessary to address life 
issues and to understand human responses to ultimate 
questions.  
 
All  GCA students study RS as part of their compulsory 
education. 

Will this subject help me in 
my future career ? 

 

 

An RS qualification shows that you are a deep thinker who 
understands people, their beliefs and cultures.  
It is, therefore, a highly respected subject with employers 
and colleges because it teaches students to be: 
Discerning thinkers  and communicators who can argue 
and debate with skill and confidence 
Open-minded, unbiased, informed and objective 
Focused yet aware of a variety of perspectives 
Excellent at research and analysis 
 
These qualities are valued in a vast number of jobs and 
professions., for example in all fields of education, 
Teaching (primary, secondary, tertiary), Law, Journalism, 
Librarian, Nursing, Media, Social work, Human 
Resources,  Civil Service,  Politics, Religious Leadership 
and many other occupations.

How will it be assessed? This course is assessed totally by examination. You will sit 
2 papers leading to a full course GCSE qualification.  The 
exam consists of two 90 minute papers.

 

Do you have to be religious 
to do well in RS ?  

 

 

Absolutely not.! To study RS at GCSE, it doesn't matter if 
you have a religious faith or not. What is crucial, is for you 



 

to be prepared to listen to other people's viewpoints and be 
prepared to find out why people believe what they do. You 
will need to be prepared to  explore theological and 
philosophical issues,  to ‘stand in another’s shoes’  and be 
prepared to develop, express and defend your own and 
others’ ideas. 

           

What will I study in  RS? 

 

  

 

 

The  Edexcel course includes elements of Theology and 
Ethics and  leads to a  GCSE Qualification.  Students will 
study the following topics 

Area of study 1 

1. Christian Beliefs 
2. Marriage and the family 
3. Living the Christian Life 
4. Matters of life and death 

Area of study 2: based on Islam 

1. Muslim Beliefs 
2. Living the Muslim life 
3.  Peace and conflict 
4. Crime and punishment 

Studies in RE will include reading , watching film clips, 
written tasks, class discussions, role-plays, debates, group 
work, revision and  short end of module tests. Literacy 
skills are important in RE and you will be encouraged to 
develop your knowledge of specialist terms and your 
communication and essay writing skills. 

 



 
Art & Design  

 
Examination board:           AQA  
Staff to contact:   Mr Unwin 
 
Course Content:  
Students will be introduced to a variety of two and three dimensional media, techniques 
and processes including both traditional and new technologies. They will explore relevant 
images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and design, from the past 
and from recent times, including European and non-European examples which will be 
integral to the investigating and making process.  
The course is split into two units. Unit 1 is the “Portfolio of Work” which is worth 60% 
of the overall mark and Unit 2 is the “Externally Set Assignment” which makes up the 
remaining 40%. The “Portfolio of Work” consists of at least two clearly defined projects 
that can change from year to year but include themes such as still-life, natural forms, 
journeys, portraits, machinery, etc. The “Externally Set Assignment” is a project that is 
determined by the exam board which culminates in a 10 hour controlled assessment. 
Books/ Other materials/ Visits/ Field courses etc:
Students store their loose work in A1 folders while it is at school and use a different 
sketchbook for each project which will need to be bought. Visits to galleries and museums 
are encouraged by the exam board and planned to coincide with and provide support to 
projects as they are taught. Students have access to the art department’s books and those 
in the school library and are welcome to use the art materials during break times and after 
school, as well as attending catch up sessions at least twice a week.
Assessment: 
Work is marked regularly and feedback is given both formally and verbally so that all 
students can refine and improve the quality of their work. All work is marked according to 
the exam board specifications and must address four “Assessment Objectives” (AOs). 
AO1 assesses the student’s ability to develop their ideas, AO2 looks for evidence that 
students can experiment with materials and techniques and refine their skills through the 
process of reviewing their work, AO3 concentrates on how well the student has recorded 
their ideas both visually and verbally (AO3 is the only assessment objective that assesses 
the quality of written communication) and AO4 assesses how well the student can put 
together all of their skills and ideas into a personal response. 
All work is internally assessed and externally moderated.
How parents can help: 
Homework is a very important part of the course, parents can help by ensuring students 
spend at least 3 hours working at home per week. Parents should also familiarise 
themselves with the course by visiting the AQA web site (follow the link below) and keeping 
in touch with the school if there are any concerns. Parents can help and support their child 
by discussing and reviewing their project work. Visiting galleries and museums is essential 
for inspiration and to collect material that students can use in their projects, below are links 
to relevant museum and gallery web sites to help you plan your visits – they are all free.
Careers and Future Study: 
Students who have been successful in this area have gone on to study and work as interior 
designers, architects, graphic artists, web artists, stage set designers, fashion designers, 
illustrators, photographers, sculptors, inventors, film makers, cartoonists, special effects 
artists, museum curators and computer games designers. 
Useful Web Sites 
http://store.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcse/pdf/AQA-4200-W-SP.PDF 
www.tate.org.uk 
www.nationalgallery.org.uk 
www.britishmuseum.org 
www.vam.ac.uk 
www.npg.org.uk 

 



 
Examination board: EDEXCEL   Syllabus Number: 1BS0 
 
Staff to contact: Mr Albrecht and Mr Khurshid 
 
What I will learn on this course? 
 
Theme 1 – Investigating small business                                   
Theme 2 – Building a Business 

 
While studying the two themes of this course you are likely to learn a lot of new things. You will be 
introduced to the world of small businesses and will look at what makes someone a successful business 
person. You will find out how to develop an idea or spot an opportunity and turn it into a successful 
business. You will understand how to make a business more effective and manage money well. You 
will also see how the world around us affects small businesses and all the people involved. 

 
In Year 11 you will learn more about how small businesses are developed and discover how they 
promote themselves and keep their customers happy. Finally, you will learn how businesses manage 
both their finances and the people who work for them. 
 
What skills will I need to be successful?  
The following skills and interests are recommended in order to successfully complete the course: 
 

 A good level of English and literacy skills                                                 
 An interest in the world and curiosity about how money works 
 An ability to work independently  
 Good thinking and communication skills 
 Able to retain information  
 Entrepreneurial skills – able to come up with new ideas 
 Good at examinations          

 
How will I be assessed? 
Theme 1 - Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. Questions will comprise of a combination of 
multiple-choice, short- and extended-answer, data response and scenario-based questions with a total 
of 90 marks. 50% of final grade.                  
Theme 2 – Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. Questions will comprise of a combination of 
multiple-choice, short- and extended-answer, data response and scenario-based questions with a total 
of 90 marks. 50% of final grade.                  
 
Books/other materials/visits/field courses: 

1. Cadbury/Chessington in YR10  
2. Bank of England, City of London (banking) in YR11  

 
Possible further education courses:  

• Any Business and Finance related A-Levels 
• Vocational Business Studies or Accounting courses 
• OCR National level three in Business studies  

  
Most employers find Business Studies qualifications extremely useful.              

BUSINESS STUDIES GCSE 



 

Technical Certificate in Finance 
  

 
Examination board: Institute for Banking and Finance                  Qualification Number: (60373222) 
 
Staff to contact: Mr Albrecht or Mr Khurshid                                                  
 
What I will learn on this course: 
 
While studying this course you are likely to learn a lot of new things about financial services, financial products 
and their application, and finance in business. The qualification provides a detailed introduction to the world of 
finance, relating to real-life application while ensuring learning is assessed in a practical and applied manner. 
 
The UK remains the world’s leading net exporter of financial services, generating an industry trade surplus of 
£68bn. And as a future entrepreneur and business owner you need to understand how to adapt to financial change. 
Be part of the exiting world of finance! 
 
What skills will I need:  
The following skills and interests are recommended in order to successfully complete the course: 

 A good level of English and literacy skills 
 An interest in money and financial products 
 An ability to work independently  
 Good thinking and communication skills 
 Good at helping others with advice 

How will I be assessed:  
 
Unit 1 Finance for the Individual 
Aim: Achieving personal financial goals, methods of borrowing and repaying money, personal and small business banking, 
financial advice, creating and managing budgets. 
Assessment: Non-exam Assessment, where learners need to apply their knowledge and skills to a ‘real-life’ scenario and 
provide financial solutions to those situations. 
 
Unit 2 Finance in Business 
Aim: Understanding how a business is run including, ethics, sustainability, business models, financial careers, principles of 
UK taxation and marketing 
Assessment: Non-exam Assessment, where learners need to apply their knowledge and skills to a ‘real-life’ scenario and 
provide financial solutions to those situations. 
 
Unit: 3 Financial Services Sector 
Aim: Exploring the Financial services providers and how they function linked to careers in banking, accounting, investment, 
insurance and financial technology (fintech). 
Assessment: Assessment by  external Examination 
 
The level you achieve is converted to GCSE grades as follows: Pass = grade 4; Merit = grade  5; Distinction =  
grade 7 
 
Books/other materials/visits/field courses: 

1. The textbook will be available from the Institute of Banking and Finance.  
2. Guest speakers and trips to the City of London. Involvement in the Business Academy at GCA 6thform

 
What can I do afterwards:?  
Possible further education courses:  

• Any Business and Finance related A-Levels 
• Apprenticeships in the financial sector 

Most employers find Financial qualifications extremely useful. 

 



Edexcel: GCSE Citizenship Studies  
 
In it’s proper context Citizenship is the study of the role of individuals within political 
systems. Increasingly the world is a complex and mystifying place where decisions 
are made by groups of individuals that can affect our lives, and we are left adrift, in a 
sea of ‘alternative facts’, ‘fake news’ and rumours to work out what is really 
happening and how we can exercise our democratic rights. We live in inter-connected 
and yet disjointed communities, Citizenship teaches how to influence and shape the 
world around us through the exercise of our human rights, developing a broader 
understanding of the political and socio-economic city, country and world we live in, 
while teaching students how to put global events in their proper context. We also 
study the role of the media in informing and shaping how we see the world. 
 
Students will learn about power, democracy, the operation of government and the 
legal system, and the role of the UK in the wider world. They will explore and learn 
about different controversial and topical issues with political, social, ethical, economic 
and environmental dimensions in local to global contexts. They will experience taking 
citizenship action and learn from trying to make a difference themselves.  
 
Aims and learning outcomes:  
 
Qualification aims and objectives 
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 

 know and understand what democracy is, how parliamentary democracy 
operates within the constituent parts of the UK, how government works and 
how democratic and nondemocratic systems of government are different 
beyond the UK 

 know and understand the relationship between the state and citizens, the 
rights, responsibilities and duties of citizens living and working in the UK and 
how people participate in democracy 

 know and understand the role of the law in society, how laws are shaped and 
enforced and how the justice system works in England and Wales 

 know and understand how taxes are raised and spent by governments, and 
how national economic and financial policies and decisions relate to 
individuals 

 use and apply knowledge and understanding of key citizenship ideas and 
concepts, including democracy, government, justice, equality, rights, 
responsibilities, participation, community, identity and diversity, to think 
deeply and critically about a wide range of political, social, economic and 
ethical issues and questions facing society in local to global contexts 

 use and apply knowledge and understanding as they formulate citizenship 
enquiries, explore and research citizenship issues and actions, analyse and 
evaluate information and interpret sources of evidence 

 use and apply citizenship knowledge and understanding to contribute to 
debates, show understanding of different viewpoints, make persuasive and 
reasoned arguments, and justify and substantiate their conclusions 



 use and apply citizenship knowledge, understanding and skills in order to 
participate in responsible actions to address citizenship issues aimed at 
improving society and positively contributing to democracy and public life, as 
individuals and in collaboration with others 

 
Citizenship skills, processes and methods This qualification will require students to 
demonstrate the ability to:   

 form their own hypotheses, create sustained and reasoned arguments and 
reach substantiated conclusions when appropriate  

 understand the range of methods and approaches that can be used by 
governments, organisations, groups and individuals to address citizenship 
issues in society, including practical citizenship actions  

 formulate citizenship enquiries, identifying and sequencing research questions 
to analyse citizenship ideas, issues and debates  

 select and organise their knowledge and understanding in responses and 
analysis, when creating and communicating their own arguments, explaining 
hypotheses, ideas and different viewpoints and perspectives, countering 
viewpoints they do not support, giving reasons and justifying conclusions 
drawn  

 present their own and other viewpoints and represent the views of others, in 
relation to citizenship issues, causes, situations and concepts  

 plan practical citizenship actions aimed at delivering a benefit or change for 
others in society  

 critically evaluate the effectiveness of citizenship actions to assess progress 
towards the intended aims and impact for the individuals, groups and 
communities affected  

 show knowledge and understanding of the relationships between the different 
citizenship aspects studied, using the concepts to make connections, identify 
and compare similarities and differences in a range of situations from local to 
global. 

 
 
 
 
 



` 

Computing– GCSE – (9‐1) 
Full Specification (J277) 

 

 
Examination Board: Oxford and Cambridge Board (OCR) 

     
Staff to Contact:  

Mr Porter (JF01) Mr Earle (JF08) Mr Ullah (JF10)  
 

Course Content 
This course is designed to offer students an understanding of the fundamentals of computing and 
programing and provide the tools required for preparing and participating in an evolving information‐based 
society. Throughout the course, students develop technological and programing skills, by gathering, 
processing and manipulating data. The course offers a firm grounding in computer science, which is essential 
for students' careers. 

The course allows students to progress either to study for an Advanced Level qualification or directly into 
employment. Succeeding with this qualification best equips a student for A level Computing, As well as a very 
basis to think about a university degree in computer sciences. 

To gain a good pass in this GCSE qualification, candidates must complete 2 written papers which worth 

50% each of total marks at the end of year 11.  

What will I learn on this course 
You will learn how to apply programing and critical thinking skills to solve problems for different end users, 
for example you could be asked devise a program / application like a game or interactive quiz that stores 
scores and levels. In addition, you will learn the theory (key words and processes) of computer science, which 
will enable you to answer challenging exam questions on topics such as: algorithms, the use of code or 
simulation, practical applications like robotics and the effectiveness of programs to solve problems. 
 

What skills will I need 
You will need to have at least an average B at school assessment levels in KS3 at the end of year 9.  You will 
also need a B at school assessments in Maths and English.  Math’s is essential.You will need to be someone 
who can cope with timed exams and who can manage their time effectively to complete controlled 
assessment units as well.  You will need to have excellent attendance, good listening skills and organisational 
skills. Also desirable, are good analytical and problem solving skills. You need the ability to think logically 
and understand the basics of algebra and have coding experience.  

 

Assessment 
Your coursework assessment units will be assessed by the school and also sent for external assessment by an 
exam board moderator.  Your exams will be assessed by the exam board.  Grading is based on the new 9‐1 
system.  The lowest grade being 0 after that, but that is a non‐pass.   
 

How parents can Help 



The course requires students to manage and organise their own work schedules and revisit learning based on 
the theory taught in class. Students should be encouraged to practise programming using PYTHON. Parents 
can support students by checking their student diaries on a weekly basis for homework and revision set and 
encouraging students to review and discuss the work they learnt in theory lessons; ensuring students revise a 
topic learnt on a weekly basis.  This not only helps them with their written exams, but also helps them to 
embed knowledge needed for the controlled assessed units.  It is desirable that students have access to a 
computer. Daily after school clubs will be offered throughout the year and it would help if parents encourage 
their children to attend these in order to meet given deadlines.  
 

Careers and Future Study
Almost every career path is touched by computers and the use of Computing.  A good pass in GCSE 
Computing followed by a suitable ‘A’ level and Degree can lead into careers in Software Engineering, 
Programming, Network Management, Data Management, Systems Analysis, Project Management, Music 
Technology, Web Design and Graphics, just to name a few.  Moreover, whatever the career path someone 
chooses to follow, good Computing/programing skills are desirable in vocations that are not purely based on 
IT (e.g. law, medicine, journalism, education). Often, having good COMPUTING skills leads to promotion 
within a given field. Students who succeed on this course often go on to university to study: Architecture, 
Electronic Engineering, Animation, Web Design, Computer Programming and Business & IT to name but a 
few. 

 

 
 



 
 

GCSE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  
 

 

Examination Board:  
OCR Oxford and Cambridge Board RSA 

 
Staff to Contact: 

Mr Hilmi (EG-02), Ms Karsan (EG-04), Ms Arhagba (EF-04), Mr Knappert (EG-10) 
 

 
Course Content:  
Your course is called OCR GCSE (9-1) Design & Technology. 
 
The two key components of the course are:  

• The Iterative Design Challenge. This is a single task that is worth 50% of the GCSE. (Non-
Examination Assessment) 

• The other 50% of the GCSE covers The Principles of Design and Technology. (and is in the form of 
an Examination) 

GCSE Design and Technology opens the door to a wide range of STEM careers in the creative, engineering 
and manufacturing industries. It is also excellent preparation for careers in many other fields e.g., medicine, 
law and computer science. Whatever STEM career you choose, the knowledge and skills you learn, particularly 
those concerned with rapidly developing technologies, will be extremely valuable. You will also develop key 
skills, such as teamwork and time management which are highly prized by employers.  
 
Design and Technology is purposeful, as well as being fun and exciting! Studying GCSE Design and 
Technology will build on what you learnt about designing and making in Key Stage 3. You will use your 
knowledge and skills to design and make new and better solutions to real problems - on your own and with 
others - working with materials you choose.  
 
 
Key Features: 
The content of the OCR GCSE Design and Technology Specification has been set out in two main sections 
to allow for clarity and allow for progression. 
 
Core principles of Design and Technology: 

• Identifying requirements 
• Learning from existing products and practice 
• implications of wider issues 
• design thinking and communication 
• material considerations 
• Mechanical devices and electronic systems 
• New and emerging technologies 

In-depth principles of Design and Technology: 
• Papers and Boards 
• Timber 
• Metals 
• Polymers 
• Fibres and Fabrics 

• Design Engineering 

 



 
What you will be doing?   

• Understanding users 
• Learning about materials 
• Analysing products  
• Learning how things work 
• Designing: Including Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
• Making: Including Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) 

• Evaluating your own work and others’ work 

 
Assessment: 
 

Component Assessment type Time Marks 
available 

% of 
qualification 

Principles of Design and 
Technology 

Written paper 2 hours 100 marks 50% 

Iterative Design Challenge Non-exam assessment Approx. 40 
hours

100 marks 50% 

 
The Iterative Design Challenge is a single task that is worth 50% of the GCSE. Each design task is based 
on contextual challenges. There will be three open and real-world contexts for students to interpret and 
explore, creating iterations when designing and making through the processes of ‘Explore, Create and 
Evaluate’.  
 
The other 50% of the GCSE covers The Principles of Design and Technology. This is a single 2 hour 
examination component with questions covering both ‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ content. 15% of the final written 
exam will be Maths based and students need to show an understanding of both maths and the Materials 
Science and properties, which makes up a further 10% of the written exam. 
 
 
What are the benefits? 
 

● Develop key skills within Design and Technology applicable to all career paths. 
● Opportunities to achieve accreditation, certificates and or experience from external organisations 

such as CREST Awards, STARPACK Awards, TECHSOFT and many others. 
● Opportunities to work with professionals within the Design and Technology industry such as 

Product Designers, Engineers, Robotics Experts and CAD CAM specialists. 
 

 
How parents can help? 
It is essential that your child have access to a computer. Scheduled after school clubs will be offered throughout 
the year and it would help if parents encourage their children to attend these in order to meet given deadlines. 
Some useful links to help your child: 
www.ocr.org.uk 
www.technologystudent.com 
www.data.org.uk 
 
 
Further education and career paths: 
The study of design and technology can lead to future careers in STEM related professions such as: 
Product Design, Engineering, Architecture, Graphic Designers, Fashion and or Textile Designers, Web 
Designers, Multimedia Designers, Design Journalist, Stage Theatre Prop Designer, Design Critic, 
Robotics and Electronic engineers, Civil Engineers, Innovation Designers and many more. 
 

 



 

 
Examination Board: BTEC Edexcel Pearsons 
 
Staff to Contact:  
Ms J Ajoku (Head of Drama)  
 
About the Performing Arts sector 
                                   
The Performing Arts are a major part of the creative and cultural industries in the UK. 
Overall, the industry contributes £3.5 billion to the UK economy. There are 5,480 businesses 
and 101,593 people working in the Performing Arts sector. Study of this sector at Key Stage 
4 will complement GCSE study through providing an opportunity for practical exploration 
and application alongside conceptual study, leading to strong opportunities to progress into 
post‐16. 

Components 

Internal Controlled Assessment 
 

 CORE Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts (36 GLH) x1 Practical 
presentation & x1 Written ‘PADLET’ Assessment (30%) 

 CORE Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing 
Arts (36 GLH) x 3 Acting style workshops & x1 Scripted Performance 
(30%) 

 
Externally Assessed  
 

 CORE Component 3: Performing to a brief (48 GLH) x 4 Milestone Logs & 
x1 Devised Performance (40%) 

 
 
These exciting components (units) require students to perform roles that require many 
skills, the BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts provide a practical, real‐world approach to 
learning and develop specific knowledge and skills learners need to work successfully in the 
industry, such as: 
 

 Core knowledge and understanding of your chosen sector: Performing Arts 

 Experience of tackling real‐world scenarios 

 Hands‐on practical experience (actor, director, choreographer roles etc.) 

 Chance to explore potential careers within the performing arts 

 Transferable employability skills  

Performing Arts 
BTEC NQF Level 1/2 Tech Award – Acting 

 



 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
 
Staff to contact: Ms N. Karsan 
 
About the course: 
The course equips learners with the knowledge, understanding and technical skills 
required to apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. This 
enables students to make informed decisions about food and nutrition. It provides 
students with a sound knowledge base for preparing and making food. Students 
explore the skills required to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously.  
 
Assessment: 
Written examination. 
At the end of the course students will sit a written examination.  This is worth 50% of 
the final GCSE mark. 
The written examination is for 1hour and 45 minutes. 
Subject content for the examination is: 

1. Food commodities 
2. Principles of nutrition 
3. Diet and good health 
4. The science of food 
5. Food provenance 
6. Cooking and food preparation 

 
Controlled Assessments. 
There are 2 controlled assessments. 
Assessment 1 – The Food Investigation Assessment. 
This is worth 15% of the final qualification. 
Students will be expected to research and investigate the working characteristics, 
function and chemical properties of ingredients through practical work. 
 
Assessment 2 – The Food Preparation Assessment 
This is worth 35% of the final qualification. 
Students will apply their knowledge and understanding of food products and 
showcase their practical skills to select suitable dishes for the given task.  They will 
be expected to prepare a menu of 3 dishes within a single session and produce a 
detailed evaluation. 
 
How parents can help: 
If you choose this course you will be expected to provide your own ingredients for 
each practical cooking lesson or make a £10 donation per term towards the cost of 
ingredients for all of your cooking sessions. This is about £1 per cooking session. We 
aim to do one practical cooking session and one experimental study of food every 
week.    
Further study and careers: 
This course would be useful for students considering a job in the food industry 
including:  Sport Nutrition, Food Marketing Management, Food and Nutrition, Food 
Safety and Quality Management.   
 



 
Examination Board:  AQA GCSE Geography     

Staff:  Head of Department – Mr A McGregor  
GCSE Geography Teachers –Ms S Takacs / Mr J Holt / Mr A McGregor/ Mr P Letford  
 
Why Study Geography? 
 

"Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - “Without Geography you are nowhere”. 
Michael Palin 

 
Geography is a subject where you will develop a large range of skills, many of which will compliment your 
other studies.  It is a traditional and highly valued subject, both by sixth form colleges and by universities.   
 
Students with geography qualifications are much sought after by a wide range of 
professions: town planning; civil engineering; Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) analysts; Transport management; Journalism; Media Programmer; Housing 
Managers; Lawyer; Park Rangers; Seismologists; Meteorologists; Volcanologists; 
Armed Forces; Teachers; Quantity Surveyors; Landscape Designers; air Traffic 
Controllers; engineering ; Transport management; Logistics; Hydrologist; 
Development and charity work. 
 
 
What will I learn on this course?  
 
On this course you will study three key units and exam papers:  

1. Paper 1 Physical Geography (1hr 30 mins/35% GCSE)  
2. Paper 2 Human Geography (1hr 30 mins/35% GCSE) 
3. Paper 3 Geographical skills & Fieldwork (1hr 15 mins/30% GCSE)  

 
All exams are completed at the end of year 11. To see a detailed course outline with the breakdown of topics 
covered and the exam structure please see below.  

The geographical skills unit involves using data and resources to answer key questions about a specific 
geographical issue or debate today. Past examples of debates include water stress in the UK and dam & road 
construction in the world’s rainforest.  You will also analyse your own primary data collected during field 
trip visits. 

 
What skills will I need?  
 
Geography uses many transferable skills which are valued in most 
careers. For example: 

 Numerical analysis 
 ICT skills 
 Presentation skills, including graphs  
 Individual and group work  
 Organisation 
 Communication skills – Oral and Written 
 Problem Solving skills 
 Map skills 

 
 
 
 

We  

Geography  
 



Fieldwork 
 
Fieldwork is a key part of the course.  Students will complete a residential visit towards the end of year 10 to 
collect primary data for the geographical skills unit.  As well as, day visits to collect additional data and to 
support their studies.  Past visits have included the Lake District and Devon. 
 
What can I do afterwards?  
 
The GCSE course provides an excellent foundation for progression to AS/A2 courses. It is a great subject to 
have on your curriculum vitae for applications for university or work. Geography is classed as a science at 
A-Level on university applications. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Paper 1 (1hr 30)  

Section A  
The challenge of natural hazards  

 Natural Hazards 
 Tectonic Hazards 
 Weather Hazards 
 Climate Change 

Section B  
The living world   

 Ecosystems 
 Tropical rainforests 
 Cold environments  

Section C  
Physical landscapes in the UK  

 UK Landscapes 
 Coastal Landscapes 
 River Landscapes  

Paper 2 (1hr 30) 
 

 

Section A  
Urban issues and challenges 

 The urban world 
 Urban change in the UK 
 Sustainable urban development  

Section B  
The changing economic world  

 The development Gap 
 Nigeria: a newly emerging economy 
 The changing UK economy 

Section C  
The challenge of resource management  

 Resource management  
 Energy management  

Paper 3 (1hr 15) 
Section A  
 
Section B  

 Issue evaluation 
 

 Fieldwork 

 Geographical skills 10% of EACH paper 

Course Outline 

Students can buy for £2 the revision guide; this covers 
everything that they need from year 10-11.  

We recommend that you buy an exam practice 
workbook to help you answer GCSE questions. We 
can lend you the mark scheme in school.  



HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE (BTEC TECH AWARD) 
 

The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care has been developed to provide an 
engaging introduction to the H&SC sector.  
 
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and 
skills in a practical learning environment. The focus is on four areas of equal 
importance, which cover the: 

 development of key skills that prove your aptitude in health and social care 
such as interpreting data to assess an individual’s health 

 process that underpins effective ways of working in health and social care, 
such as designing a plan to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing 

 attitudes that are considered most important in health and social care, 
including the care values that are vitally important in the sector, and the 
opportunity to practise applying them 

 knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the 
sector such as human growth and development, health and social care 
services, and factors affecting people’s health and wellbeing. 

 
This Award complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE English. 
It will complement the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology, allowing 
you to apply your knowledge and skills practically in a vocational context. 
 
Study of the qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help learners to make 
more informed choices for further learning, either generally or in this sector. The 
choices that learners can make post-16 will depend on their overall level of 
attainment and their performance in the qualification. Learners who generally 
achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:  
 

 A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects  
 

 study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in 
Health and Social Care, which prepares learners to enter employment or 
apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in 
aspects of health or social care.  
 

Learners who perform strongly in this qualification compared to their overall 
performance should strongly consider this progression route as it can lead ultimately 
to employment in the health or social care sector. 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Health and Social Care provides 
an engaging, robust, broad-based introduction to the sector. It provides a good 
introduction to Health and Social Care for learners, and brings together learning in 
Key Stage 3 to ensure that every learner taking the qualification completes it with a 
level of understanding and skill on which to build at a later date. It presents 
knowledge, skills and understanding in a meaningful work-related context. 



Students are required to complete and achieve all 3 components in the qualification: 
 
Component Number Component Name How Is It Assessed 

1 
Human Lifespan 
Development

Internal Controlled 
Assessment

2 
Health and Social Care 
Services and Values

Internal Controlled 
Assessment

3 Health and Wellbeing External Examination 
 
The three components focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices. 
These are all essential to developing a basis for progression and, therefore, learners 
need to achieve all components in order to achieve the qualification. The 
components are inter-related, and they are best seen as part of an integrated whole 
rather than as totally distinct study areas.  



HISTORY 
 
Staff to contact: Ms Taylor (DG04), staylor@greigcityacademy.co.uk  
  
Examination board: Edexcel GCSE History 
 
 
What skills will I learn? 
 
The course helps you understand the world we live in.  It shows you how to question things that other people 
do not question. It teaches you to understand and critique other people’s views.  It teaches you how to write, 
argue, debate, and form your own opinions on events and to present them in a logical and confident manner.  
  
What will I study? 

Paper 1 - Exam – Migrants in Britain, 800-present – in this breadth 
study evaluating continuity and change you will examine the reasons for 
migration to the UK, the experiences of migrants and how migrant 
communities shaped Britain.  
 
Paper 2 – Exam – i) Elizabethan England  - you 
will learn about the great age of exploration during 
the reign of Elizabeth I, her war with Spain and how 

ordinary people lived in the 1500s 
ii) The Cold War – as part of this paper you will also get the chance to learn about 
international history by studying the political and ideological rivalry between the USA 
and the Soviet Union in the second half of the 20th century. 
 
Paper 3 – Exam - ‘The rise of Hitler and Nazi Germany’ - you will understand how 
a dictatorship headed by Hitler could have taken control so quickly, and how it ‘got 
away’ with murdering millions of its people. 
 
 

   
 

There will be opportunities to visit historical sites and museums around London and to attend a trip to France 
and Belgium to visit the battlefields and Remembrance sites of WW1.  
 
 
What will lessons be like? 
You will have opportunities to learn history through acting, group and paired work, film/documentary clips 
and class debates as well as being taught clearly how to structure and write exam answers to a high level. We 
also teach focus on developing students’ independent learnings skills and in particular their revision skills so 
that you are able to get the best grade possible. 
 
How can parents help? 



 
 Providing a space at home for completion of homework/coursework. 
 Informing teachers of any concerns or difficulties via the student diary. 
 Encouraging students to visit the library and use the internet to conduct further research. 
 Encouraging students to see current films/newspapers in order to understand the current world.  
 Help students revise by testing them on what they have learnt.  

 
What can I do afterwards with History? 
 
Employers and universities love History.  That is because it teaches you how to 
argue, debate, understand evidence, and write and present yourself clearly and 
confidently.  If an employer sees History on your CV, they know you can do these 
things, and they know they can trust you to represent them. 
 
Many history graduates go on to do a wide variety of jobs in the fields of Law, 
Politics, Research, Civil Service, TV and film production, Marketing, 
Teaching or Journalism. The analytical skills involved mean that is it also 
popular with people who pursue careers in Finance, Banking, Business Studies 
and Government. History complements all other subjects well and provides 
useful skills for all careers and study options.  
 

 



MEDIA STUDIES 
Teacher to contact: Miss Harrison 

What will you learn on this course? 
 
GCSE Media Studies will allow students to engage in an in-depth study of media products in relation to the four 
areas of the theoretical framework: media language; media representations; media industries and media 
audiences. 
 
Students will be introduced to areas of study such as the internet, advertising, newspapers, magazines, film, 
video games, music videos, the radio and television. The course aims to foster a critical understanding of a 
range of media texts and the ways in which they are read and understood by different audiences. 
 
The practical production element is a key component of the course, empowering students to explore and 
represent their own experiences by developing practical production skills. This will allow students to apply 
their knowledge and engage with selected software, such as Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Premier Pro. 
 
There will be a trip to a major British institution for all students. Where possible, pupils will have the 
opportunity to benefit from guest speakers from the media industry to complement areas of study. 
 
What skills will you need? 
 
A good standard of written English is a must, as well as the ability to work to tight deadlines. Verbal 
contribution is vital in exploring, discussing, and debating the media. 
As a large element of the course is externally assessed at the end of the two-year course, students will need to 
be autonomous and realise the importance of studying outside of lessons.  
  
How will you be assessed?  
 

What is the exam board and specification? 
Examination Board: AQA 

Specification: GCSE Media Studies 
Syllabus Number: 8572 

 
Written examinations: 

Paper 1 (media industries, audiences and representations) 
Controlled  tests:            1 hour & 30 minutes 
35% of the marks             84 marks 
 
Paper 2 (media language and contexts) 
Controlled  tests:            1 hour & 30 minutes 
35% of the marks             84 marks 
Both controlled tests will be externally set and marked by AQA.   
 

Coursework: 
30% of the marks - 72 marks.         
Students will create a media text linked to an over-arching (annually changing) theme. 

   This component will be centre assessed and externally moderated by AQA.  
 
What can you do afterwards? 
 
The course offers valuable experience and knowledge for students considering a career in the media sector such 
as digital marketing, media planning, public relations, social media, UX/UI Designer, journalism, film editing, 
photography, directing, production and more. The analytical skills gained will serve as a useful complement to 
many other subjects. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose German at GCSE? 

 because you enjoy German lessons, find it easy to remember new words and like 
expressing yourself in the language 

 because you have an open mind and are interested in cultures other than your own 

 because many universities want students that have studied a Modern Foreign Language 

regardless of which university course they are applying for  
 German GCSE grades at GCA have been impressive. 

What will I learn?  
GCSE German is designed to give you the skills to get by comfortably in the language. If you imagine 
what you might need to say if you were on a trip to a German speaking country, or what you will need 
to say  in order to successfully communicate a message to a German speaker with no or very  little 
English, you have an idea of what the course is about. In order to make progress in German, you will 
need to be unafraid to have a go at new vocabulary.  

How will I be assessed?  

You will be studying the AQA GCSE syllabus, in which all the language skills carry equal weighting and 

there  is  no  controlled  assessment  or  coursework.  There will  be  separate  final  exams in  speaking, 

listening, reading and writing at the end of year 11. There are tiers of entry: foundation and higher 

and this will be decided for you in Year 11. This syllabus will enable you to both use and build on the 

skills and language that you have learnt in years 7-9 and then enable you to go further with new skills, 

such  as  translations  from  German  into  English  and  from  English  into  German  or  the  ability 

to  understand short passages of actual German literature. 

What can I do afterwards?  

By studying any language at GCSE you are opening up your career path in almost any career that you 
choose: business,  travel and  tourism, media,  IT, administration,  secretarial work, marketing,  sales, 
finance, customer service, accountancy – not to mention translation and interpretation and, of course, 
teaching! There are also several university courses where a GCSE  in a  foreign  language  is an entry 
requirement.  

Did you know, a recent government survey found that 75% of employers need to employ staff with 
language skills – so having a GCSE in any language opens up opportunities for you!  

German is the most common 1st language spoken in the 

EU being spoken in Germany and Austria. It is also one of 
the main languages of Switzerland. It is considered the 

most important business language in the European 
Union. Even after Brexit, Germany will be one of our 

biggest trade partners. Look at this list of companies that 
require a basic level of German: 

Mercedes Benz - E.oN energy - Deutsche Bank – 
BMW Bosch– Adidas.  

Communicating in another language is an incredibly 
important skill and will also open up endless 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose Spanish at GCSE? 

 because you enjoy Spanish lessons, find it easy to remember new words and like 
expressing yourself in the language 

 because you have an open mind and are interested in cultures other than your own 
 because many universities want students that have studied a Modern Foreign Language 

regardless of which university course they are applying for  

 Spanish GCSE grades at GCA have are impressive. Last year ’s cohort achieved  72% A*—C 

So, what will I learn?  
GCSE Spanish is designed to give you the skills to get by comfortably in the language. If you imagine 
what you might need to say if you were on a trip to a Spanish speaking country, or what you will need 
to say in order to successfully communicate a message to someone with no or very little English, you 
have an idea of what the course is about. In order to make progress in Spanish, you will need to be 
unafraid to have a go at new vocabulary 

How will I be assessed?  
You will be studying the AQA GCSE syllabus, in which all the language skills carry equal weighting and 

there  is  no  controlled  assessment  or  coursework.  There will  be  separate  final  exams in  speaking, 

listening, reading and writing at the end of year 11. There are tiers of entry: foundation and higher 

and this will be decided for you in Year 11. This syllabus will enable you to both use and build on the 

skills and language that you have learnt in years 7-9 and then enable you to go further with new skills, 

such  as  translations  from  Spanish  into  English  and  from  English  into  Spanish  or  the  ability 

to  understand short passages of actual Spanish literature. 

What can I do afterwards?  

By studying any language at GCSE you are opening up your career path in almost any career that you 
choose: business,  travel and  tourism, media,  IT, administration,  secretarial work, marketing,  sales, 
finance, customer service, accountancy – not to mention translation and interpretation and, of course, 
teaching! There are also several university courses where a GCSE  in a  foreign  language  is an entry 
requirement.  

Did you know, a recent government survey found that 75% of employers need to employ staff with 
language skills – so having a GCSE in any language opens up opportunities for you!  

If you speak Spanish, you can communicate with 
almost 500 million native speakers of Spanish 

worldwide! Think how many more employment and 
travel options that gives you! There are many big 

Spanish businesses that require some knowledge of 
Spanish: 

++ Zara ++ Mango ++ Desigual ++ Iberia ++ 
Santander ++     

Communicating in another language is an  incredibly 
important skill and will also open up endless 

opportunities in many future careers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should I choose French at 
GCSE? 

 because you enjoy learning a language find it easy to remember new words and like 
expressing yourself in the language 

 because you have an open mind and are interested in cultures other than your own 

 because many universities want students that have studied a Modern Foreign Language 
regardless of which university course they are applying for  

 because you have family that speak French or because you have learnt it before and it is 
useful to you 

 French GCSE grades at GCA have are impressive.  

So, what will I learn?  

GCSE French is designed to give you the skills to get by comfortably in the language. If you imagine 
what you might need to say if you were on a trip to a French speaking country, or what you will need 
to  say  in order  to  successfully  communicate  a message  to  a  French  speaker with  no or  very  little 
English, you have an idea of what the course is about. In order to make progress in French, you will 
need to be unafraid to have a go at new vocabulary. You should have some previous knowledge in this 
or have attained good results in your KS3 Spanish and German 

How will I be assessed?  
You will be studying the AQA GCSE syllabus, in which all the language skills carry equal weighting and 
there  is  no  controlled  assessment  or  coursework.  There will  be  separate  final  exams in  speaking, 
listening, reading and writing at the end of year 11. There are tiers of entry: foundation and higher 
and this will be decided for you in Year 11. This syllabus will enable you to both use and build on the 
linguistic skills that you have learnt in years 7-9 in your German and Spanish lessons and match them 
to your knowledge of French. This will enable you to go further with new skills, such as translations or 
the ability to  understand short passages of actual French  literature. 

What can I do afterwards?  

By studying any language at GCSE you are opening up your career path in almost any career that you 
choose: business,  travel and  tourism, media,  IT, administration,  secretarial work, marketing,  sales, 
finance, customer service, accountancy – not to mention translation and interpretation and, of course, 
teaching! There are also several university courses where a GCSE  in a  foreign  language  is an entry 
requirement.  

Did you know, a recent government survey found that 75% of employers need to employ staff with 
language skills – so having a GCSE in any language opens up opportunities for you!  

128 million people speak French fluently and use it on a 
regular basis. Think how many more employment and 

travel options that gives you! Communicating in any other 
language is a very important skill. Learning a language like 
French will open up endless opportunities in many future 

careers.  

++ L‘Oreal ++ Renault ++Evian ++ Chanel  ++ 
Air France++  

Communicating in another language is an  incredibly 
important skill and will also open up  endless 

opportunities in many future careers. 



 
                               RSL Music Practitioners Technology 
                               RSL Music Practitioners Performance 

 NQF (new course)
 
         Examination board: RSL -   Equivalent to One GCSE                                
 
Staff to contact: Mr. David Mishra                                                    
 
There are two possible learning pathways available they are: 

 Live Music Performance pathway  
 Music Technology & Production pathway  

What skills will I need:  
Producers & Musicians Pathway: 
Mr Mishra will assess the individual standard of each student’s instrumental ability 
Performers - WILL NEED INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS (not optional)  
You will need to understand music sequencing principals  
Help will be given with any literacy and ICT issues you may have 
All speech skills will also be developed through individual strategies 
Employability Skills linking to the demands of a work environment   
How will I be assessed:  
                EXTERNAL Assessment                      (musicians & Producers)   

 Tracking instrumental development  (musicians) 
 Assessed Performance Filmed           (musicians) 
 Document Presentation                       (musicians & Producers) 
 Continuous Assessment                     (musicians & Producers) 
 Verbal assessment                               (musicians & Producers) 
 Song Writing                                         (musicians & Producers) 
 Professional Production                      (Producers) 

Visits/field courses: 
All students on the course will attend a live music performance 
All students will visit a professional music company 
All students will be given an opportunity to interview professional musicians 

What can I do afterwards?  
Possible further education courses:  
BTEC -                    Music –         Level 3 - Advanced level 
BTEC - Performing Arts (Drama) Level 3 – Advanced level 
 
Performance possibilities & professional auditions 
  
All students will be taught to GCSE level 2 standards and will understand the academic 
levels required by Sixth form and A level courses.  
 
All students will have professional work-related tuition in preparation for the work 
environment.  
 
Computer skills for both a Mac & PC will feature in all courses in the faculty   
 
There are transferable skills, which play an essential role in developing personal 
effectiveness for young adults and in the application of specific vocational skills for the 
workplace 
 
 



GCSE PE Sport Studies 

GCSE Physical Education would be a good choice of subject if you have a 

general interest in Sport and Science.  The vast majority of students who opt 

for the subject have played on the school’s sports teams and play sport outside 

of school.  Homework is set every week and you will be tested on your subject 

knowledge on a regular basis.   

The GCSE PE course is both a Theoretical course and a Practical course, the 

theory element is 60% of the course and you will study the following topic 

areas in a classroom. (for nearly all your five extra PE lessons)  

•  1. Applied anatomy and physiology  

•  2. Movement analysis  

•  3. Physical training  

•  4. Use of data  

•  5. Sports psychology  

•  6. Socio‐cultural influences  

•  7. Health, fitness and well‐being  

At the end of Year 11 you will have to sit two written exams each lasting one 

hour and 15 minutes. 

You will also have a Non‐exam assessment: Practical performance in physical 

activity and sport this is worth 40% of your grade.  

•  Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of 

player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a 

third either in a team or in an individual activity). 

•  Written Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about 

improvement in one activity 

 

 



 

                                            
 
 
Examination Board: AQA (www.aqa.org.uk) 
Subject leader: Ms Wallace 

 
 What is included in the course? 

Unit 1: Families, education, social theory, and methodology 
Unit 2: Crime and deviance, Social stratification, social 
theory, and methodology 
 
You will: 
 develop an understanding of the interdependence 

between individuals, groups, institutions, and societies 
 be encouraged to reflect on your own experience of 

the social world 
 acquire knowledge and develop skills that enable you to 

play informed roles within the community 
 critically analyse and interpret written and numerical 

data 
 create informed arguments based on evidence and 

examples 
How will I be assessed? 
Sociology is 100% examination 
There are 2 exams each lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
Both Unit 1 and Unit 2 are worth 50% of the GCSE. 
What are lessons like? 
Sociology is all about the world around you and this means 
there are lots of opportunities to discuss and apply 
examples from your life. In lessons there are a variety of 
activities, including group and paired work. 
Due to the importance of the media in society, we watch 
lots of film and documentary clips and look at current 
examples in the media including news articles and 
celebrity gossip. 
 
As the course is 100% exam, we will also spend lots of 
time practising exam answers; learning how to structure 
responses to gain the best grade possible and developing 
revision strategies. 

What careers can sociology lead to? 
The course can lead on to a variety of degree courses and 
careers including journalism, marketing, human resources, 
teaching, social work, publishing, and law. 

SOCIOLOGY 



    

Art and Design, Textiles  
 

Staff to contact: Ms Cooper 
AQA  GCSE – Art and Design, Textiles 
 

 

Course Content: 
The course is designed to develop the student’s textiles knowledge and skills to a high level. The students 
study a range of commercial Fashion and Textiles products and develop their own design skills through a 
broad range of media, including the application of ICT and specialised equipment. The course will also 
provide opportunities for students to investigate the work of artists and designers in order to broaden their 
knowledge of industrial design practises and the fashion industry. All class and homework at GCSE will 
focus on preparing students to be able to produce a textiles portfolio, sketch book and set up a final exhibition 
of the work to be assessed by and external moderator. 
 
 

Books/ Other materials/ Visits/ Field courses etc 
Students opting for textiles have usually demonstrated a basic interest in Fashion, working and constructing 
fabrics and decorative textiles design. Students should have a good level of organisational and drawing 
skills. Students are taught in mixed ability groups. Students are encouraged to use a comprehensive range 
of drawing & modelling equipment. Access to a sewing machine is desirable. Students have the opportunity 
to visit professional design companies and work related placements can be arranged. 
 
 

Assessment; 
Component 1:Portfolio  
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the four assessment objectives. It must include a 
sustained project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the realisation of intentions and a 
selection of further work undertaken during the student’s course of study.  
How the Portfolio is assessed: 
No time limit • 96 marks • 60% of GCSE Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the 
school/college and moderated by AQA during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June.  
 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 
What's assessed Students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set assignment paper 
relating to their subject title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives.  
How the NEA is assessed: 
Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time • 96 marks • 40% of GCSE Non-exam 
assessment (NEA) set by AQA; marked by the school/college and moderated by AQA during a visit. 
Moderation will normally take place in June. 
 
 

How parents can help. 
The course requires students to manage and organise their own work schedules. Parents can support students 
by reviewing and discussing their project work. It is desirable that students are well equipped with specialist 
equipment and have access to a computer. 
 
 

Further education and career paths. 
Students who are successful in this subject have later gone on to become Architects, Engineers, Product 
Designers, Graphic Designers, Fashion Designers, Textile Designers, Web Designers, Multimedia 
Designers, Product Designers and Artists. 
 

 



Travel and Tourism (BTEC Level 2 First Award). 
 

This course will provide you with the equivalent of one GCSE. You can achieve a Pass, Merit, Distinction or 
Distinction*.   
The BTEC courses are a combination of continuous assessment as well as a single externally assessed exam 
which is equivalent to 25% of the overall assessment. This would be a good course to follow if you prefer 
continual assessment rather than one big exam at the end. The BTEC courses have been very successful over 
the last four years and there is no reason why you would not be. 
 
The Travel and Tourism sector is one of the largest parts of the UK economy. There are tens of thousands of 
jobs in the London area linked to Travel and Tourism. There are real future employment opportunities in this 
sector of the economy.  
 
There are four different units to study:  
 
1 The UK Travel and Tourism Sector (external  exam assessment) 

 You will learn about the main types of tourism , the different organisations that provide goods 
and services for tourists and how the tourism developed from small beginnings into one of the main sectors 
in the UK economy.  
 
2 UK Travel and Tourism Destinations  
You will find out about the appeal of different destinations for different types of tourists. You will also be 
able to understand the needs of different customers and give them advice and plan journeys and itineraries 
for them to the locations you recommend. 
 
3 Customer Service. The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience 
You will find out about customer service in three contrasting types of organisations. You will find out about 
the different types of customers and their needs and understand the importance of customer service to travel 
and tourism organisations. There will be some examples of good and bad customer service.  
 
5 Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel and Tourism  
You will learn about the factors which influence Tourism and why events such as natural disasters and 
extreme weather and climate can have a significant impact on travel and tourism. Passports, visas, 
vaccinations and other influences on international travel are studied 
 
 
Assessment: 
There is one exam in Year 10 that we will do after a term in January of Year 10. Results are normally very 
good on GCSE level  standard papers.  The remainder of the course is continual assessment and will suit 
people who meet deadlines, can work steadily and are keen to improve their work and grades. Students will 
get regular feedback and shown what they need to do to improve from a pass to a distinction!  
 
 
How parents can help: 
Parents can encourage their children to complete all the assignments by the published deadlines while it is 
also important that they liaise with the subject teachers about their child’s progress. 
 
 
Where will this qualification take me? 
Employment opportunities 
The BTEC First Certificate in Travel and Tourism can be used as a stepping stone towards jobs in the 
industry such as passenger check-in officer, tourist information centre assistant or Travel agent employee. 
The customer service element will be good experience in many industries such as retail, business and 
finance. All companies need to pay attention to customer service. 
Further vocational and academic qualifications 
The BTEC First Certificate is a Level 2 qualification. If you achieve a pass or better on the course you can 
progress to further studies by enrolling on a higher level qualification such as a Level 3 BTEC National 
Award or Certificate in Travel and Tourism. Alternatively a vocational qualification makes you attractive to 
employers in the Travel and Tourism industry. 
 



OCR’s GCSE (1-9) in Chemistry A 
 

Content overview Assessment overview 
Content is split into six teaching topics C1-
C6 and a practical activity skills topic C7 

 
 Topic C1: Particles 
 Topic C2: Elements, compounds 

and mixtures 
 Topic C3: Chemical reactions 
 Topic C4: Predicting and identifying 

reactions and products 
 Topic C5: Monitoring and 

controlling chemical reactions 
 Topic C6: Global challenges 
 Topic C7: Practical skills 

 
Paper one assesses content from Topics C1-
C3 and C7 
Paper 2 assesses content from Topics C4-
C6 and C7, with an assumed knowledge of 
Topics C1-C3 

Paper 1 
 

J248/01 
 

90 marks 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Written paper 

 
50 %  

of total 
GCSE 

Paper 2 
 

J248/02 
 

90 marks 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Written paper 

 

50 %  
of total 
GCSE 

TRIPLE AWARD SCIENCE 
 

Examination Board:      OCR           
Specification:                Gateway Science 
Staff to contact:              Mr Corrigan (Deputy Head Teacher-Curriculum)  
Ms E Mansbridge - Head of Science, Mr J Farrant - Physics.

Course Content: 
This specification gives candidates opportunities to: 

 Form a solid grounding for the continued study of the Sciences at Advanced level and beyond.  
 Acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this in new and 

changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental contexts. 
 Acquire an understanding of scientific ideas and the factors which may affect their development and 

their power and limitations. 
 Plan and carry out a range of investigations, considering and critically evaluating their own data and 

that obtained from other sources using ICT where appropriate. 
 Evaluate in terms of their scientific knowledge and understanding, the benefits and drawbacks of 

scientific and technological developments, including those related to the environment, personal 
health, quality of life, and consider social moral and ethical issues. 

 
Teaching time: 
Students will study each Science separately with a different teacher. 
 
 
Suitability, careers and future Study.
This course is aimed at students that intend to pursue their studies in Science at A’ level or beyond. It is an 
academically rigorous course and demands time and commitment, therefore it is essential that students enjoy 
science and have been successful at KS3. 
 



 

                                  OCR’s GCSE (1-9)  in Physics A 
Content overview Assessment overview 

Content is split into nine teaching topics P1-
P8 and a practical activity skills topic P9 

 
 Topic P1: Matter 
 Topic P2: Forces 
 Topic P3: Electricity 
 Topic P4: Magnetism and magnetic 

fields 
 Topic P5: Waves in matter 
 Topic P6: Radioactivity 
 Topic P7: Energy 
 Topic P8: Global challenges 
 Topic P9: Practical skills 

 
Paper one assesses content from Topics P1-
P4 and P9 
 
Paper 2 assesses content from Topics P5-P8 
and P9, with an assumed knowledge of 
Topics P1-P4 

Paper 1 
 

J249/01 
 

90 marks 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Written paper 

 
50 %  

of total 
GCSE 

Paper 2 
 

J249/02 
 

90 marks 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Written paper 

 

50 %  
of total 
GCSE 

 

                                     OCR’s GCSE (1-9) in Biology A 
Content overview Assessment overview 

Content is split into six teaching topics B1-
B6 and a practical activity skills topic B7 

 
 Topic B1: Cell level systems 
 Topic B2: Scaling up 
 Topic B3: Organism level systems 
 Topic B4: Community level systems 
 Topic B5: Genes, inheritance and 

selection 
 Topic B6: Global challenges 
 Topic P7: Practical skills 

 
Paper one assesses content from Topics B1-
B3 and B7 
 
Paper 2 assesses content from Topics B4-
B6 and B7, with an assumed knowledge of 
Topics B1-B3 

Paper 1 
 

J247/01 
 

90 marks 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Written paper 

 
50 %  

of total 
GCSE 

Paper 2 
 

J247/02 
 

90 marks 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Written paper 

 

50 %  
of total 
GCSE 
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