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GCA Alumni News 

Patric Basse  

Patric took his A levels in drama, English and psychology before going to Exeter University to study 

drama. He graduated in 2019 with a BA (Hons) Drama – First Class. 

He credits GCA with forming the foundation for his constant striving for excellence and determination to 

produce his best work: 

‘I had always enjoyed learning and was always encouraged in this from the first time I nervously entered 

the building in Year 7. Subjects like English and drama allowed me to really work on my creativity and 

these classrooms were vessels within which I could voyage further, learning more about the world 

around me and learning more about myself. I was lucky enough to have teachers who were prepared to 

go above and beyond in ensuring I put my best foot forward in life.’ 

There were many aspects to his degree course that Patric particularly enjoyed: 

‘I remember heavily researching when I was deciding on what to study and where because I knew that I 

definitely wanted to go to a place where I could excel, and a place where I would be studying with the 

best; Exeter was top in the country for drama so I set my eyes on there. The most enjoyable aspect of 

my degree was definitely the feeling of community. Unlike most other degrees, we as drama students 

were thrown together earlier and so we grew a sense of familiarity. We also had one of the smaller 

departments, which meant that our lecturers knew us by name and it truly felt like a large extended 

family. This made everything comfortable and help was always at hand. It also created an environment 

where we could create freely, knowing that we had not only each other but an army of lecturers and 

practitioners who were just as curious as we were.’  

Patric was extremely active in many extracurricular activities at Exeter and says that the social aspect of 

university is very important: 

‘The friendships and bonds developed at university are some of the most valuable that I have made in 

life thus far. Joining societies was not only a way of keeping myself occupied outside of my degree, but 

they allowed me to meet new people and also gain new skills. The biggest aspect of my extracurricular 

life at university was a musical theatre society that I joined in first year. It often felt like a microcosm of 

the real industry as all shows were auditioned for, we had rigorous rehearsal schedules and every year 

for our biggest show we performed in a professional theatre to a paying audience. I was able to 

informally train by learning from my peers who had been fortunate enough to be trained in dance and 

singing – something I had never had. I gained lasting friendships, the best memories, refined skills in my 

craft and a level of fitness I had never had!’ 

A stand-out of his years at Exeter was the summer ball: 

‘There were many highlights over the three years but a stand-out for me was a summer ball that 

happened every year during the summer term. My degree had no formal written exams, so after 

performing our pieces towards to the end of second term and submitting our module essays, we were 

done for the year. Whilst the rest of the university sat exams in third term, we as a department put on a 

Drama festival where we could showcase original work in all forms or stage written plays. Once 

everyone was finished, the jewel in the social calendar crown was the Enchanted Garden Ball, an event 
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where everyone dressed up and celebrated at an outdoor ball with live music, fairground rides, a chapel, 

food and even some karaoke (accessible via a golden portaloo). As someone who enjoys dressing up, 

this was always a chance for me to enjoy myself and celebrate the end of the year before heading home 

for summer. It was so good that tickets always sold out within minutes.’ 

 

After graduating, Patric took up a post with ASOS as a buyers administrator. Is this a complete change of 

direction? 

‘At the moment I’m unsure. Going into fashion was not the plan when I went to university. I chose 

drama as a degree because it was something I had enjoyed, and I also knew that I could take some 

English modules within it too. I decided to go into fashion because the regular path after my degree was 

to either form a theatre company with friends, go to drama school to train further or to go into 

teaching; none of those paths appealed to me. I wanted a sense of stability after I left so I applied to 

jobs in fashion during my final year. ASOS was always the dream and I’m glad I made it happen. At the 

moment there are two clear paths for me: progress within the fashion industry or begin further actor 

training before jumping ship and giving acting a shot. I guess time will tell!’ 

Patric appreciates the support his teachers at GCA offered him throughout his secondary experience: 

 

‘I would love to say a massive thank you to all the teachers that taught me, and everyone who held my 

hand along the way. School wasn’t always the easiest time for me but knowing that I had such support 

from my teachers with anything was always helpful. I felt supported right up until the final results’ day 

as I decided on where to go. I have many fond memories of school trips, drama performances, and even 

particular lessons – they have all had a lasting effect on me. Greig was also the place where I made some 

friends that I still have today!’ 

 

 


