
 1 

Greig City Academy Remote Learning Policy 

Introduction 
In these unusual and unpredictable times, GCA staff are insisting that pupils are as 
independent and as pro-active as possible; this independence and self-reliance will 
be in their interests in both their short and long-term development.  

This document has been put together to help inform parents/carers how to access 
their education outside the classroom.  

Remote teaching and study time 

Will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they would 
if they were in school? 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school. 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 

• We follow the same timetable as we do at school for periods 1-5 (there is no period 6 in 
our remote timetable).  

• The school days begins at 8:50 and ends at 3 pm.  

• Key Stage 3 students have tutor time every day at 8:40 and assembly once per week at 
the same time.  

• Key Stage 4 students have tutor time every day at 3-3:20 and assembly once per week at 
the same time.  

• Key Stage 5 students have a weekly assembly. They also have regular UCAS/careers 
events scheduled. 

• Tutor time included resources and activities to support good mental health at this time. 

• Each year group in years 7-11 has one designated catch-up day per week. On this day, 
they have no scheduled live lessons but can ensure they are completely up to date on 
assignments set.  

• The catch-up days are as follows: (They are subject to change, so please keep checking 
the school website to stay updated.)  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
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Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will 
you support them to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We 
take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 
 

The main programme through which teachers will provide resources, answer 
questions, give feedback and set homework is Microsoft Teams.   

In addition, for KS4, we use: 

GCSEPOD: KS4 homework and revision activities for all subjects. 

SENECA: KS4 homework and revision activities for specific subjects including 
Science.   

Teachers are also using a wide variety of other subject specific online learning 
platforms to support progress.  

All KS4 and 5 students without their own computer, have been lent one by the school. 
These devices are to return when school resumes as normal.  

In addition, KS3 students with special educational needs or who are vulnerable, have 
been lent a device from the school.   

KS3 students who have no device with which to access the internet, including a 
smartphone, have also been lent a device and router from the school.  

All students who have difficulty with internet connection, including shortage of data or 
intermittent wifi, can request a Vodafone sim card to use as a data hotspot or can apply 
to the school for the government’s Get Help With Technology scheme.  
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the 
support that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work 
and how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

Students in Key Stages 3,4 and 5 are taught live lessons according to their usual 
school timetable.  
Teachers schedule the lesson for the start of their usual lesson time. The ‘live’ part of 
the lesson lasts between 20-45 minutes. Students are then directed to complete work 
set independently for the remainder of the period.  
In Key Stage 3 and 4, students should be set one assignment to submit to their 
teacher per subject per week. Teachers provide feedback to students on this 
assignment in a timely manner.  

Students should engage by joining their lessons punctually, participating in the 
lessons as requested by the teacher and submitting their weekly assignments 
completed to the best of their ability.  
Students should also check their school email regularly.  
Parents can support their child’s learning by Bromcom login, using the MCAS appor 
by checking their child’s Microsoft Teams calendar, and trying their best to ensure 
their child has a clam space at home in which to work.  

We monitor attendance to online lessons closely.  
Teachers take a register for each lesson as usual.  
If a student misses two lessons with a teacher, the teacher will email the parent/ carer, 
inform them and offer support.  
If a student misses a third lesson, the Head of Faculty for the subject will email the 
parent/ carer, inform them and offer support.  
If a student misses a fourth lesson, the student’s Head of Year, will call home to speak 
to the student and their parent/ carer and try to resolve the issue.  
Our Education Welfare Officer and Attendance Officer continue to monitor attendance 
closely and to conduct phone calls and home visits when appropriate.  
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How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written 
comments for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes 
marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, 
amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without 
support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on 
families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the 
following ways: 

 

Students in Key Stage 3 and 4 receive feedback once per week per subject. This 
feedback could take the form of written comments on an assignment or task.  
 
Students in Key Stage 5 are assessed and receive feedback with the same frequency 
and level of details as they would in school. 
 
Students complete assessment remotely as they would in school. All students in Years 
7-11 have two tracked assessments each term for their core subjects – English, Maths 
and Science – and one tracked assessment for all other subjects each term. 
 
Any student whose progress is below what we would expect for them will be identified as 
usual and intervention will be planned for them both remotely and on return to school 
depending on what is most appropriate.  

Small group and 1-1 support for students with SEND is taking place remotely as 
closely as possible to our normal provision. This includes: 

• Small group literacy support and handwriting support.  

• Small group English as an Additional Language instruction. 

• Study Support for year 10 and 11 students.  

• Our Learning Mentor Programme is supporting students 1-1 as usual including 
small group mindfulness sessions.  

• Our SENCO is working closely with students with SEND and especially those 
students with EHCPs.  

• Our Pastoral Team and Child Protection Team continue to work with students.  
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group 
remains in school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the 
approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at 
home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 
their remote education differ from the approaches described 
above?  

Their remote education will be very similar to the approach described above.  

Teachers will call your child at home towards the start of their normal timetabled 
lesson. Your child will listen into the lesson live for 20-30 minutes of the lesson. They 
will then be set a task to complete independently that is the same or as close as 
possible to the task the other students are completing in class.  

All resources for the lesson will be uploaded to Microsoft Teams as usual.  

 


